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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE following work is fomething lefs than an 
entire Tranflation of the Original, of which a few 
parts are omitted, and others abridged. The lat- 
ter are,' however, rather compreffed than cur- 
tailed, and the omiffions are chiefly of thofe paf- 
fages which have been difapproved by an Englifh 
Journalift*, whofe opinion is a fufficient authori- 
ty upon tte fubjeft, and whofe favourable men- 
tion of the work in general firfl: led the Tranfla- 
tor to exert his endeavours upon it. 

• Monthly Review, Appendix, June, 1 789. 
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JOURNEY, &c. 



LETT E R I. 

yahliin, July .... Jy^J- 



MY DEAR FRIEND, 



Fr. 



OM the commencement 
of my journey through the kingdom of iSweden, 
I have not had a moment's leifure for communica- 
tion ; whatever time I have been able to fpend in 
any place has been wholly employed; either in ac* 
quiring intelligence by my own rcfearchcs, or in . 
foliciting it from my friends; and the informa- 
tion thus obtained I have been careful to note 
aQd preferve in my journal. 

Let me now, however, acknowlege the receipt 
of your letter, addreffed to Copenhagen, whi<fh 
came to me at Stockholm, through the means of 
Mr. the Comte de R . . . 

I now write from the depths of Dalecarlia, the 

place in which Guftavus Vafa was educated j and 

in the midft of thofe brave DalecarUans, who, 

4 B under 
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under his orders, freed their country from a yoke 
by which it had been oppreffed for two centuries^ 
I arrived at Stockholm by the wasy of Gottfn- 
burg,Falkioping, Maricftadt, Orebro^and Arboga, 
and, palling from thence to the northward, vifited 
Upfal, and remained fome days upon an eftate, 
the owner of which led me to the famous mine 
of Dannemora, fo rich in iron of the firft quality. 
At Lofta, the magnificent eftate of the Baron de 
Geer, I Ipent a day in obferving the different ope- 
rations of the forges there eftabliflied. I then 
w^ent to the cataract Dahl Elbe (or rather the river 
Dahie) which, after feparatin^ into two courfes*-^ 
precipitates itfelf over hideous rocks of the height 
of more than fifty feet.' The foam of the waters, 
the noife produced by their fall, and the height 
pi this cataract, form a, grand and interefting 
fpe^ade. From thence I went to Gefle, a port 
in -the Gulph of Bothnia ; and thus, after a jour- 

'4iey>of two months, arrived at Fahiuii. 

: . -After fedng the copper mines of this place, I 
propofe to furvey thofe of filvcr at Sahla ; from 
>thenee I fliall go to Nordkioping, Carlfcroon, and 
Yftadt, ajid, making the tour of Scania^ fhall 

.j(Jt4ir4i te Helfingbourg, through the oppofite fide 
of the kingdom to that by which I paffed from 
thence to Stockholm. 

Frona what I have jufl tc^d you, and from your 
^wfi knowledge -of the country by the map, you 

:::*' • ■' , will 
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wiil perceive th^t I did not reach Stockholm by. 
the neareft road; but it was not njy putpofe in 
vifiting Sweden to confine myfelf in the capital, 
or to follow the ordinary route ; on the contrary, 
I intend to obferve every thing curious, either in 
the produftions of nature or in the performances 
of art ; and to make the complete tour of a coun- 
try which interefts me both by the piclurefque 
difpofition of its fcenery, and by the adivity, ge- 
nius, and hofpitality of its inhabitants* In the 
execution of this defign, I fliall give particular 
attention to the mines, to the works conftrufted 
lat Carlfcroon for the accommodation of a fleet, 
and to thofe of other parts defigned for the pro- 
motion of commerce and the eafe of internal na- 
vigation. 

You would hardly imagine at how little expence 
I perform my journey.. My Ruflian voiture is 
tolerably light, and the roads are fo good, that 
four Swtdifh horfes, although their fize is very 
fmall, and their appearance bad, are every where 
able to draw me ; for thefe I pay no more than at 
the rate of fixteen pence Swedifh for each horfe 
per mile, which mile * is nearly as long as two 
common French leagues and a half. 

Ifliop wherever there is any thing curious enough 
to deferve notice ; but, when, there is no invitation 
of. this fort, my journey is continued by day and 

• Thirteen Swedifh miles and a half are reckoned to a degree. 
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night. Indeed the nights, by their dcarncis^ jorr 
as favourable to the travelldr as mid-day ; ajxd^ 
as I am feldom without the pen or the pentil in 
my hand, I fliall be able to furnifb you withfom^ 
tolerably exaft defcriptions. For thefe, howevieirf 
you muft wait my returii into Denmark ; and, 
till then, you will attribute it to want of oppor- 
tunity for writing long letters, if I fend you only 
an account of fuch particulars as may occur du- 
ring the courfe of my journey. • 

Let me, however, mention that Sweden confifts 
entirely of one continued rock of granite, covei^cd 
in different places, with a greater or lefs quantity 
of eartH, which, though agriculture has for fome 
years been greatly encouraged, is for the mofltfxjurt 
badly cultivated. The country is very thinly in- 
habited, and, in fomc diftrids, I have paflcd 
through deferts of twenty or thirty leagues in ex- 
tent, where one could perceive ortfy a few p6or 
hilts placed upon the mould which covers, the 
. rocks, and overhung by firs, of which there are 
fome immenfe woods, uathout any mixture of 
other trees. To this account there are, however ,^ 
fome exceptions : Sudermania, which I have fur- 
veyed from one end to the other, and all the 
fouthern parts of Upland, are well cultivated. 
Scania, which I have yet to fee, is faid to be very 
beautiful ; and the cultivation of Oftragothia is 
much praifed. But the labours of the mines, the 

works' 



( 5 ) 

works which relate to them, the management of 
tfee forges, and ,the manners of the people, are 
i^fejefts for inveftigation, which fufficiently repay 
tjie trouble of a journey into Sweden. I have 
feen amongft mines qf iron, the fimplicity of the 
golden age ; and though in fome places fcarcely 
aoy thing .appears to the eye but rocks, whofe 
bowels contain the materials of fteel, 1 have there 
fyund men with hearts uncontaminated by any 
of its qualities. 

The city of Stockholm is well fituated, and the 
view of it is highly pichirefque. Here, as in moft 
xapit^ cities, the peqiUarities of the national drefe 
^e raoft f^i6Hy prcfefved^ efpecially by thofe per^ 
fons who frequent tjhe court. Their habits of 
a^bciation are very cheerful ; ai^d the nobility,^ 
and thofe who are in general called good compa- 
ny, have manners fufficiently cultivated. People 
of diftiiiAion, merchants, and wealthy perfons, 
afFqrd a rea4y wplcofne, and ijiew a fort of pre- 
judiced kindnefs to grangers* The common peo^ 
pie J as in all. the other parts of Sweden, make 
their bread but once, or at moft twice, in the 
year ; it confifts of rye mixed with oats, and is 
called knikhbroe or kakebroe ; this they form into 
cakes of the figure and breadth of ^ common 
plate, and of the thicknefs of a little finger , they 
then make a hole in the middle, and the peafants 
fl:qng them together by hundreds, and fufpcnd 
them from the cielings of their houfes. The 

bread 
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bread of this fort, although immoderately had, 
is not ill-tafted ; and it often appears at the tables 
of perfons of the firft diftinftion, accompanied 
with wheaten bread of very excellent colour and 
flavour. In times of fcarcity, and efpecially in 
the North of Dalecarlia, they add to the meal of 
rye and oats, the bark of the birch tree, well 
broken and pounded ; and this bread becomes 
then fp hard, that nothing but the tooth of a 
Dalecarlian feems able to penetrate it. 

Fahlun^ I arrived at F^ihlun yefterday (Sunday) 
at fix in the morning, about four-and-twenty 
hours after my departure from Gefle ; during the 
whole of my journey from Stockholm I had feen 
only woods and rpcks ; judge, therefore, of my 
pleafure when I found myfelf in the tnidft of a 
town fq well peopled as to be faid to contain fe- 
ven thoufand inhabitants. 

After a fhort repofe, I prefented my letter of 
recommendation to Mr. Haldin, fifcal of the . 
mines ; he received me in the politeft manner, 
and made me an offer of his table during my 
ftay here, which I readily accepted. At dinner I 
found Mr. Haldin, his lady, his brother, fecretary 
to the King, and a knight of the polar order, 
^ fome officers of the regiment of Dalecarlla, and 
three young ladies, who alone 'did not fpeak 
French ; and who, by their gaiety of manner and 
beauty of countenance, made me regret that I 
had no opportunity of , enjoying their converfa 

tion. 
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tion. After dinder, Mr* Hakiin and [oXnb^ q£ tke 
officers propofed to me a walk in the towft and 
its environs. I found the greatefl: part of thc.in-r 
habitants of Fahlun to be miners and forgers. 
The boufes, as in the other parts of Sweden, are 
of wood, but there are a few built of brick and 
ftoiie. Thofe of the governor of the province, 
t:he fuperintendant of the mines, the fi&al, iand 
a few other of the principal officers of the mine$, 
the town-houfe, and two large churches, are en- 
tirely of ftone. There are two paved ftreets, the 
others are covered with the /c»ria of coppet bro- 
ken and rammed. Having furveyed the town, 
we went to Kopparberg, where are the min^s ; 
1 faw the different entrances, or weils, at the bot^ 
tom of tyro large e^tcavations, of which one is 
called the grand mine^ and the other, which is 
lefs, Lgu^k Ulrica. From all thefe Openings there 
arofe.a thick fmoix, occafiOned by charcoal fires 
lighted at the bottpm of the mines every Sunday, 
in the. abfence of the workmen, in order to foften 
the ore, which they alfo each day feparate from 
the rock by the force of gun-powder. 

Having finifced oMt walk, we returned home 
with Mr. Haldin, and found at his houfe a nu- 
merous company, who toojc tea, and formed 
jtbemielves into parties for f)lay, which was fuc- 
ceeded by a fupper \ there was much gay and 
animated cohverfatlon ; and as I had placed my- 
felf by a lady who fppke excellent French, I paffed 

a very 
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^^fve«^4€lig^titd eveniag. Although much fa- 
i^igu^4> I)?jr^ this mcMnoing at three, to have the 
pfeafomc^ wi^^^ letter to you, and I am 
now ia U^dfA dcpe^tion of returning to view 
the Coppermine at Kopparberg, which is about 
n half a quarter of a league from the town. I 
here ixropoie to defcend, and take a fmall iub^ 
terraneous walk at the depth of more than a 
; ihouiand feet under ground : if I ihould chance 
t-to hear whi^t the Antipodes lay, you may depend 
upon my relating it to you. I did not defcend 
into the iron mine at Dannemora, although of 
lefs depth than this, becaufe the machine in which 
it is neceflary to be placed feenied fomething dan^ 
gerous, and I perceived no difpofition ih myfelf 
to be fo born along in the ^r, when I could fee 
from the fcaffold upon the edge of the excava- 
tion, every thing t}^ was done at the bottom- of 
the mine. The opening is there a quarter of a 
league in circumference, and the depth of the 
mine between three and four hundred feet. The 
defccnt into the mine of Kopparbergis by ladders, 
and I have therefore no fear. . 

.This town J by its lituation at the foot of the 
mountain, in which is the entrance to the mine, 
is liable to the. inconvenience of being frequently 
filled with imoke, which defcends upon the jBrft 
appSiication of fire to the ote : while Inow write, 
ibis fmokcis fo ftrong, that the whole village ap- 
pears 
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pears enveloped in a thick cloud, and frorjfi this 
iffues a fmell of fulphur which is fcarce fupport- 
able. The inhabitants, to whom this is familiar, 
coniider it as a prefervation from the flings of 
gnats, of which therfe is an immenfe number 
throughout all Sweden; and pretend that wooden 
houfes impregnated with thcfe fulphureous parti- 
cles, \i& Ibiiger than any others. ' 

Monlieur Haldin nbw^ attends to conduct me 
to the mine ; I therefore haften to aBPure you that 
lam, &c. &c. ' ' ^ ' ^ ** 



L E, T T E R II. _ 

HcIfiiigbmg,''St^t. • • • • 17^5^ 



MY DEAR FRIEND, 



W. 



HILE my paflage in- 
to Denmark is prevented by a terrible ftorm, 
which will probably detain m^e for at leaft four- 
and-twenty hours, I atn happy to employ my lei- 
fure in writing to you. You have, by this time, 
I hope, received a letter, which I fent to you im- 
me<Uately after my departure for the centre of 
the ^arth ; a jdurney Which I performed fuccefs- 
follybythe help of fome. bundles of fir chips, 
and which abounds with w-onders as much as 
thofe of the famed fubterranean traveller Klaas 

For 
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For four hour$ which I fpent in the bowds of 
Kopparberg, ai)d during which, partly, by the 
help of ladders, and partly by ftairs, I de# 
fcended from one gallery Jo anotjjer, my aftd- 
nifliment increafed at ^very ftep. Our defcent 
was at firft by a zig-zag ftjurcafe, formed in an 
excavation of, perhaps, two thoufand feet in cir* 
cumference, and three hundred feet in depth, 
and thus far we w^re able to proceed by the light 
gf the Sua,. In a corner, at the bottom qf tlji^ 
excavation, was a woodeji hut of fix or feven 
feet in height, at the door of which ftood two 
figures, half naked^ and as black as ifik, eaqh of 
whom held in his hand a faggot of lighted fir, 
and, thus equipped, might have paffed for one of 
Pluto*s pages. Here sdfo, wq found four en- 
trances to the mine itfelf j thqi moft convenient 
is that which opens into this hut ; buj they are 
each honoured with the name of fome Swedilh 
prince or man of r^nk. Upon opr appearance 
at the door of this, they brought for myfelf and 
fervant two dreffes, entirely black, made like 
thofe of the Heiducs^ and intended to fecure our 
clothes ill the narrow paflages of the gallerie^ 
I had put gn mine, when I perceived my man, 
terrified by the difmal appc?arance pf my garb, 
and ftill more by the prayeys which our guides 
>vere offering up for our prefervation an^ deli- 
verance from the mine, refufing either to put on 
|iis fcaramouch <drefe, or to make any attempt 

towards 
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towards defccnding fanhet.' Thefe fcflews dtitibg 
our defcent of the firft ftaircafe^had fcfeen enter-* 
tainiilg us with ftories, of falling ffagmSeiits of 
rock, broken ladderis^ and firdden eruptioi>s of ^ 
water or peftikntial vapours ; we had Hfo feen 
prayerfr ofered up by- every workman upon his 
approach to the mine ; ^nd thcf^ circurHifiapccss 
had made fuch an impreflion upon my young 
Frieze^' that nothing lefs than the moft profuib 
ieproaches of^ his cowardice' couH induce, him to 
follow me. 

At kftgth, by paffing partly through alleys fup* 
ported by timber work, and partly under' vaufas 
felf-fttpp<)rted, J arrived at tbofe vaft halls*, whofe 
tops and extremities the feebk %ht of our fag« 
gots could not reach. In fome of thefe. halls there 
are fdrges at which they mantifti6hire and repair 
the tools ufed in the m^e ; and the heat in thbm 
isfoexceffivej that thewoiJkmeji ace all entirely 
as naked as iialfire produced them. Others. ferVe 
fdr magazine's^ dther'of gun-powder, for the pur- 
pofe of e:*^plofion^ or qf cords and other neceflary 
utenfils ; and between thefe the communication 
is by the. alleys already mentioned. There are 
fome of thefe halls in all the gaJkries, and be- 
tween each gaflery are either fiqps or ladders* 
Befides thefe, there ar)e openings hollowed per- 
pendicuhrly from the outer furface to the lowefi 
gallery, which ferVe for the admiflioh oi air^ and • 
through which heavy commodities are lowered 

in 
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in barrels, by means of pulleys kept continually 
moving, during the whole time of work. Jlorfes 
are flationed at the top of the mountain, for the 
purpofe of working thcfe pulleys, and the barrel^ 
are held by iron chains, which are ufed inftead 
of common ropes, on account of the deftrudtive 
quality of the vitriolic and coppery vapours arit 
ing from the bottom of the mine ; even the chains 
do not laft long in thefe vapours, and they, there- 
fore, often ufe ropes made of hog*s briftles or 
cow's hair. On this account, and in order to 
prevent other accidents, the workmen are pro- 
hibited from afcending or defcending by the barr 
rels, and are obliged to ufe the more tedioug 
route of the ladders. Thcfe openings alfq, witH 
the fubterraneous fires, and other phyfical c^ufes, ' 
produce in the loweft galleries fuch currents of air, 
as in fome places can be faid only to refemble 
tempefts ; but without this method of purification, 
the air would be fo unfit for breathing, that no 
perfon could exift in it for a quarter of an hour. 
The alleys which I have mentioned are fometime$ ^ 
of the height of five or fix feet, and fometimes fo 
low that it is neceflary to creep along them ; in 
thefe the currents of air are the moft violent and 
dangerous, for it often happens that when a pro- 
fufe perfpiration has been brought on by the heat 
of the forges, you are met by one of thefe cur- 
rents, which are always as cold as ice^ and which 
even freeze the fweat upon your |>ody. 

The 
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The vaults, which are not fupported by timbe^i 
prefent fometimes very remarkable appearances ; 
jwrifins of different figures being formed by the 
cryftallization of the vitriol which trickles down ' 
them, imagine a thoufand pointed projections, 
like thofe in fugar-candy, but of the lengtji of 
eight, ten, twelve or twenty feet, and of the moft 
beautiful green colour, hanging from the top of 
thefe vaults, and reflefting the light from their 
various-formed fides over the ore with which the 
partitions are filled. 

In a, gallery feven hundred feet under the furface 
of the earth, theydiflfolve this vitriol, and force it 
froni the minte by a curious hydraulic contrivance. 
The water of a confiderable fpring is put in mo* 
tion by a machine worked by horfes ; this water 
diffolves the vitriol, and afterwards precipitates it 
through a trough, containing fome old iron, into 
another. The whole operation, ah*ci the labour 
by which it is performed, are fomething lingular. 
Four-and-twenty horfes, which, as well as the men, , 
relieve each other every fix hours, keep the ma- 
chine at work both by day and night. The horfes 
are kept in ftables in this gallery, with mangers ' 
hollowed in the rock ; and when they have once 
entered the mine, are never fuffered ta leave it, 
but to be exhibited once a year at a fort of review. 
They are then raifed and lowered by pulleys and 
bandages, thtough the openings in which there 
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are ladders, in the fame manner as with us horfes 
are hoifted on board fhips. 

My curiofity led me as far as the laft galfery^ 
eleven hundred feet tinder ground, and in which 
the copper is chiefly worked. Here, hotwith- 
ftanding the exceffive cold, I again faw labourers 
entirely naked ; and though a fpeftator, well 
clothed and covered, may feel himfelf almoft 
frozen, yet, fuch is the immexife exertion ufed in 
hewing the rock, and in feparating thofe parts 
where the ore is found, that thefe men, in pure 
nakednefs, Vere entirely covered with fweat. The 
darknefs of thefe fubterraneous regions, the fires 
perceived at diftcrent diftances, the fort of gloomy 
light which proceeded from them, the naked la- 
bourers, black as the ore at which they worked, 
and furrounded by fparks produced by their ham- 
mers, the noife of all this labour and of the hy- 
draulic engines in motion, with the horriMe 
figures which from time to time ruAed paft me 
with torches in their hands, made me doubt a lit- 
tle whether I had not really defcended rather too 
near to Tartarus. Yet this fcene is not to be 
compared with that which presented itfelf to me, 
when upon defcending to the very bottom of the 
mine, I entered a fort of large hafl, the vauks of 
which were fupported by pillars cut in the rock, 
and furrounded with feats of the fame material. 
Here my two conduftors enquiring if i. would 

not 
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not fit down and liftcn to a fmall pi^ce of mnfic, 
the effed of which ' would furprife me : " Of 
" what fort is this mufic ?'' faid I. — " It "is the 
" ftrange noife," aftfwered they, " which the 
*f rocks make when, in order to leffen the trouble 
" of breaking them with an axe, they are blown 
" in pieces by gun-powder/* 

My fondnefs for the , wonderful, and my Re- 
liance upon the prudence of my guides, made me 
comply, upon the condition of their remaining 
with me. They gave me their words for this, 
which they faid they might the more eafily keep, 
as this was almoft the pnly hall in which theire 
was no danger. One of them then left me to give 
his orders, and returned to our feat in a minute 
afterwards, where we remained wearied by ex- 
peftation, and fliivering with cold, for a quarter 
of an hour. I had fcarcely expreffed my impa- 
tience, when a difcharge ftruck ijiy ears with 
fuch force as I had never before-e^^perjenced ; this 
was fucceeded by a fudden light, which illumined 
the \yhole of thjs fubterraneous territory, but in 
an inftant vanifhed, and left us in total darknefs,. 
the concuffion of the air having extinguiflied our 
faggots. This darknefs was interrupted only by 
the flafhes from fiicceeding difcharges, of which 
the light lafted only for a moment, but the found 
was long and terribly reverberated in echoes. 
The vaults cracked', tlie earth £hbok, and the 

benches 
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benches on which we fat trembled, I was thca 
eleven hundred and thirty-fix feet tencath the 
furface of the earth ; and when I caught the fcent 
of the finoke, liftencd to the noife of burfting 
rocks, and furveyed my guides, my domeftics 
and myfdf, you will, perhaps, think me excufablc 
if I own thkt the little hair which nature has left 
me rofe upward with fc'zr. This harmonious mu- 
fie continued for about half an hour, and left us 
at once to an entire filence, which, with the dark- 
ftcfs of the place 'and the fort of Tuffocation pro- 
duced by the fmoke, ferved only to prolong my 
terror. I found, however, that this operation was 
repeated every day at noon, during the repaft of 
the workmen, to whom the hall in which I was 
feated, and fome niches cut in the rock, ferved 
as a flielter from the violence of the explofions. 

Thefe explofions are neceflkry here, becaufe the 
rock is very hard, and the miners could not other- 
wife proceed above a few toifes in a year. ' One 
of our guides having, by groping his way, ob- 
tained a light, we returned by a different paffage, 
not more than half the length of that by which 
we entered. I was detained, however, to obferve 
Vi chamber hollowed in the rock, containing a 
fquare table in the middle, furrounded by cu- 
fliioned benches; four chandeliers illuminated 
with wax hung from the top of the vault, and 
the rock was wainfcottcd to the height of five 

feet. 
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feet: In this chamber the council df^tffe' mines ^" 
meets twice a year, and there is a'^kitfflteh and * 
cellar hewn in the rock, for the accbSiAiddation ' 
of the company who dine in it upcWi ^thfs occa- 
fion. Here alfo I found a fmall cdllatibn fent for 
me by Mr. Haldin, and you may beliet^e that I 
thought it a very acceptable prefent. ' * 

You can fcarce imagine the efFeft of the. light 
and air upon my emerging into the warm climate 
of a moft beautiful day from this vaft abyfs,'in ' 
whi<;h heat, wind, cold, and damps fiiiiceed each * ' 
other in the moft extraordinary manner. Aftel^ 
a little reft at the entrance of the hut before m^n* 
tioned to you, I afcende4 the top of the moun- 
tain, a,nd, at the houfe of the infpdaor, Yound 
Mr. and Mad. Haldin with fome ladies and gen- 
tlemen who had accompanied me thus far in my 
way to the mine. Here alfo, I was prefented with 
a book, in which 1 was defired to note my name, 
cbarafter, and any thing either of verfe or profe 
which occurred to my recolleftion. ' This cullom 
had been mentioned to me at Stockliolm, and 
I had therefore, prepared fome lines, containing 
a compliment to the ladies of Fahlun, which I 
immediately wrote down, and was fortunate 
enough to find received as an impromptu. In- 
' deed the compliment was applicable enough, ?or 
I found the ladies to yhpni Mr. Haldin intro- 
duced me, lively, beautiful, and of amiable mati-* 

C ners. 
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4thly. They roaft k agaiii, in order to extraft 
any heterogeneous matter, efpecially fulphur^ that 
may ftUl remain* And^ 

5thly. It is refinelted. By this laft operation 
the fcoria is made to pafs through a hole at the 
top of the furnace, while the metal, running 
. through another at the bottom, is received in 
moulds of (and, and formed into the fliape of 
large bricks *r But though bricks of this fort . 
have been for fome years ufed in building, it is 
by no means certain that houfes formed of them' 
wijl be aUe long to refill the inclemency of the 
weather. At Dannemora they ufe the f€ma of 
iron for the fame purpofe. 

The lumps of rough cc^per, obtained from 
the ore by ,thefe operations, are fent to Avefta, a 
town about four miles from Fahlun, to be re- 
, fined. There, filver and fome very finall quan- 
tities oi gold liave, at times been extraded from 
them. I faw a medal of this filver, ftruck in the 
. year 1758, upon the occafion of a vifit to the 
mine from the late King and Queen, and his pre- 
fent Majefty, then Prince Royal. They Ihewed 

* The original has, ** tandis que le metal qui rejie au fond fort par un irtm 
** MSKtigg duns la partie h.jjfe du fournaiu duns Us formes de faUc^ -autcqiullej on 
** donne la figure de nos plus grandes briques** But there is probably (bine 
miftake here* In the account of the iron mine at Dannemor^, the fcori». 
of copper is compared with that of iron, with refpcft to its value when- 
foimrcd into bricks; it is, therefore, to be fuppofed that tht Jttria alonc^ 
not tlie metal, is ufcd for tlwt purpofe.— T. 

me 
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me alfo a ducat made of this gold, cxtrafted at 
the expense of four times its value ; and a very 
, beautiful red colour, in powder, obtained by 
yolatilifetion. 

My hoft informs me dinner is ready, and I am, 
therefore, obliged to conclude. The ftorm con- 
tinues with the fame violence, and has raged 
equally for four hours, which I have fpent in 
looking over my journal, and writing to you. 
The Sounds of which I have a view from my 
window, is furioufly agitated, and the veffels in 
the roads fliew by their motion the ipimenfe vio^ 
lence of the waves. Ellineur, the caftle of Cro- 
penburg, and the fliores of Denmark, form the 
other parts of this moft njagnificent profped. 
But the fublime pleafure which this fcene pro- 
duces, is leffened when I confider the danger of 
the paffage j I tremble at the idea of encounter* 
ing fuch waves as now rife to my fight, and per- 
ceive that I fhall for a long time be condemned 
to liften to the clattering windows of this mife- 
rable inn. Adieu. 

I am, &c. &c. 

LETTER III. 

Helfingburg, Sept. , . . 1 785. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

X HE rain and Vv^ind hav* 
ing confpired to prevent my walking out, I pro- 
ceed to give you fome farther account of the cop. 

per 



bceri^vourtcl with a merfioir/frdm which Ifh^dl 
extract tBe principal articles. ' * 

" Tiffs mine is the moft ancient of all thofe of 
*^ Voppefin Sweden, having received its privi- 
^* leges fd^ 5far back as the thirteenth ccrittiry, 
^^ under the kings Waldemar and Magpus La- 
^' diflaus- Since the year 158 1, the government 
" has given particular encouragement to ^hc 
" working of mines, and has beftowed upon 
** thofe of Fahlun all forts of privileges, even. 
*' that of affording proteftion to perfon§ accufcd 
" of criipes nqt capital. 

"The mine is worked by a fociety or compa^ 
" hy, whofe flock is divided into 1200 ihares, 
" and \yho pay to the crown a fifth part of their 
^' profit ; the ore as foon as taken from the earth 
" is fold by this company to the forge-mafters ; 
" and each eftate in the neighbourhood, in pror 
*5 portion to its fize and value, }s pbliged to fur- 
" niffi a certain quantity of fupl, accofdipg to ^' 

* " rate fettled by the king. 

" The ore of the different mines of Koppar- 
" berj is by no means equally rich, fome yield- 
*' ing billy One or two per cent, of copper, and 

^'^' fome twenty or thirty. Indeed, all the 'mines. 
" produce much lefs now than they fbrmeriy 

!" ^id ; in the middle of the laft century 20321 
" J^'/^j/^ of copper were annually obtained from 
hence, but, through the courfe of the prcfent 

century 
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*A,^fuiy, the avcragca*mual pro^uf^ has-been 
*^ on^yi Jirom 4 to 6 tioufan4 T^Aj/^,* .,TMs dd 
^' crcafeis attributed J;i) the falling iii, of ibme 
"^ vaults, badly e2;cavated. by the miners of for- 
" fl^er times, the ruins of which have £b choaked 
*^ up. the richeft veins, that the workmen have 
** not yet bpen able. to open them, 

"jFor fome years the exportation of copper 
.*f was entirely prohibited, and it is now permit- 
*' ted only under certain reftriftions, and to a cer- 
** tain amount. The don^eftic manufechires of 
J^ this article are now encour^iged by high pre* 
" miums, efpecially thofe of y?llow brafs ; and 
fS^Ujs the moft beneficial means are uf(?d to lefr 
/f' jfcii the exportation of it ip its xjnnjanufafturcd 
."^ ftatei ' 

" Ip tjus mine twelve hundred worjonep gre 
" . qfi^en eniployed/* 

.Befides the mines of copper, iron,, and filver, 
t^ere is alfo a gold mi|ie ^t Adelfors in S.xpaland; 
but this is worked merely for its fjver by fomc 
adventurers, who are at prefent fcai'cely paid 
J^ir expences, but pypceed ii) the hope gf fixture 
profit. . 

. The iilver mine at Sahia is of confiderable con- 

feque^ce, but yields to tba^t of iron, at Panne- 

, mora ; indeed this l^ft may be call?<i the Peru of 

Sweden, exceeding in value thofe of copper, and 

, fupporting by its produce the grcateft part of the 

tfade carried on in the country. And fo bfirren^ 

V . . is 
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is the furface of the foil in Sweden, that the in- 
habitants may be faid to owe their fubfiftencc to 
the liches thus contained in the bowels of the 
earth. / 

I have feen almoft all the provinces, and, ex- 
cept Weftmannia, the northern part of Suderma- 
nia, the fouthern part of Upland, Oftrogothia 
and Scania, I can pronounce them to confift only 
of two forts of granite, the one reddifh, and the 
other grey. But in this latter province the foil is 
fertile and well cultivated, and, notwithftanding 
the great number of inhabitants, they confume 
only half the corn produced in it, and are able to 
furnifli the reft in traffic to their neighbours. 

The provinces- of Weftragothia, Nericia, Gaf- 
tricia, and Dalecarlia, with the northern part of 
Upland, and the fouthern part of Sudermania, 
-are only hideous rocks and immenfe deferts, 
with gloomy woods of fir-trees of tirirty or forty 
leagues in length. In the mountainous country 
there are many indifputable traces of fome ter- 
rible revolution of the earth ; and the rocks 
heaped on rocks, in many extenfive places to a 
moft aftoriilhing height, recall the idea of the 
giants wars, or rather indeed feem to be certain 
proofs of that great convulfion of nature which 
many naturalifts believe to have happened, al- 
though in ages fo remote as to be recorded only 
in the marks of deftruftion and violence which 
yet remain. At leaft Sweden, above all other 

countries. 
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countries, feertls to afford file moft materials for 
the fupport of fuch a fyftem. 

It has ibinetiraes happened that I have travelled 
for four.-and-twenty hours through woods and 
rocks, in which I have literally fcen no other ha- 
bitations than thofe of the Chivergoors, a fort of 
peafant-poft-mafters, who live at the diftance of 
two, three, and fometimes of four leagues from 
each other, in wooden cabins, that hold, them- 
felveS;^ their horfes, and their corn, pldced in a 
fmall fquare fpot of ground, in which they plant 
hops, Thefe people fcarcely know the ufe of 
herbs, and eat only bread diluted with milk or 
water, yet with this they and their families feem 
chfeerful and contented, and can hardly conceive 
a happier mode of exiftence than their own. They 
are good natured and honeft beyond example, and 
are vqry robuft and healthy, efpecially in Dale- 
carlia. After the age of forty, they permit their 
beards to grow, and this, joined to one's know- 
ledge of their fimplicity and frugality, gives them 
a very refpe<9:able appearance, 

The ftorm, which I have already mentioned to' 
you orice or twice, begins to lower, and I have 
hopes of* paffing over to Elfineur to-morrow, and 
dining at Droningaard, an eftate belonging to my 
friends^ the C . . . s. When I have a little re- 
covered from my fatigue, I fliall haften to fend 
you fome extrafts from my notes, and to commu? 
nicate the information obtained in a journey 
which I certainly undertook with very eager hopes, 

and 
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and in wI4c£ ( hxv0. taSbed maxqr 9ar}«^ij^i^ 

joyment. ,^ . . ^ .^. . 

In the mean time J feiw the 0|>portunlt7^{p^ 
better weather to view the fituatlon and the c^f 
virons of Helfingburg, wl^cre I jipw remain, as st 
all tiipes ancl iA all pla^:^* 

Yours, &c. kCf 

LETTER W. 

proBingaard, Scot. . . . X7$j. ^ 
'^T DEAil FRXENO, 

1 HE activity and tw^ 
bulence of my life for fome months pafi, is well 
contrafted and rewarded by the peaceful ftatejufi 
which I now enjoy thf kipdn^ of my friends, 
and the luxuries of 2^ de^jghtfu} coufitry >—A (X^* 
yenient dwelling, tl|e charms of 9. (h^erful jf^^ 
unreilraiiied fociety, and a ddiqous feafon calling 
forth all the beauties qf variegated nature, ve 
.the principal features pf this happy fcene. V{c 
}iave here a wood feparated by pi^y pleafipg 
walks, and w^ fiUed with fag3 and hinds, aj^^* 
ble lake, and a garden entir4y laid out in the 
Englifh tafte, with a hermitage, ihrubb^ies, tit 
vulets and cafcades* The hiUs which rife op the 
oppofite fide of the lake, in fpme {dap^s cultivated 
and laid out in pafiures, audin others covei^d 
with villages, caftlcs, ^nd country-houfes, pffer 

fuch 
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^fia^fe'fatifefai^dtf cTylieariftg frl^t^dy from 

I fjxxUnow proceed with my accOT|ift':of S>^eii, 

and, to give fome OTder to my defcriptions, begin 

with Helfingburg, the firft town at which you 

arrive after quitting the dominions of Denmark 

at Elfineur. My journsj wijl direct me in thi^ 

corfefpondpBc^, and I fliall communicate to yon 

iiot only what I h^ive feen, bti^ what Ujave been 

able to Jearn from good authorities among the 

Swedes thfemfelTes^ )i]?cki fubjefts concerning 

^HicSi I was d?&^« i>f inforihatidft. I had ihfc 

%3ippint& of being JrefcommehdecJ to pCTfon^ wh^ 

#ere able "to giv^^ ftic very exacj: ihtelligencc, 

ijid Mdio jfurhiflied tne with fcyergil inpmoirs, con- 

^afeing fome curious and jJarticUlar details. 

^' After <yHirigT^^^ rich merchants, Fcnwick 

iaiid Go<]Bn> to *, whom I had a letter of recomr 

^endation^ I eiaftbafked at Elfipeur, on Friday the 

3Sth of May, everything neceffafy having been 

-^^!fevioufty-pfoyJ4ed by ihefe gentlemen. The 

'^rak which fepafates Sweden from Denmark, h, 

about a mile in bfgadth. I paffed it in about half 

in hour in as pleifarit weather as could be willied. 

The embaarkatidft* it Elfineur is performed in 

^he moft convenietit and ready manner ; but at 

^-^- -i;./ ,.' ^ Helfingburg 
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Helfingburg there is not evcn a quay to receive 
you, and the broken carriage in which you are 
obliged to truft yourfelf, is in continual danger 
of breaking or falling into the fea, even though 
it fhould not be difturbed by wind. 

On leaving Denmark you are ftruck with a prof- 
peft, the beauties of which it is impoffible to de- 
fcribe : Elfineur, the caftle of Cronenburg, with 
its woody, heights, the roads filled with veffels 
of every nation, and the Ihores of Denmark 
crowded with villages, country houfes, and 
woods, combine to produce the delightful effeft 
of this extraordinary coup-d*ceil. The Swedifli 
fliore, though by no means equally beautifiil, 
opens to you feveral piclurefque fituations; and 
there is a tower of very refpedable antiquity, 
which, from the top of a high mountain, com- 
mands the town of Helfingburg, fituated be- 
tween it and the found. 

This town contains about 
Helsingburg, twelve hundred inhabitants, who' 
live chiefly by fifliing and agricul- 
ture ; there are, however, fome manufeftures ; and 
the profitable neighbourhood of Ramlos, where' 
the nobility of Scania affemble to drink the wa- 
ters in the feafon, gives a tolerably flourifhing ap- 
pearance to the place, which the continual paflage 
pf travellers between the two kingdoms, and the 
garrifon, confifting of a fquadron of huffars, alfo 

contribute 
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contribute to improve. The feafon at Ramloa 
begins in the middle of July. 

At feven in the evening, my voiture being re- 
fitted and ready, I fet out for Gothenburg, where 
I arrived on fimday night, exaftly eight-and-forty 
hours after my departure from Helfingburg*. In 
this journey I travelled day and night, and flop- 
ped only at a few fmall places, which fcarcely 
deierve the name of towns, fuch as Engelholm 
in Scania, Laholm, Halmftadt, Falkenburg, 
Warberg, and Kongfbacka, all in Halland, a 
province fituated along the north fea, or rather 
along a gulph of that fea, formed between 
Jutland and Sweden, and called Schaggerack or 

Cattegat. 

This province, in its general af- 

Province peft, prefents only an hideous objeft 
OF to the eye, and fills the mind with 

Hax^land. ideas of fome terrible devaftation of 
nature. For the fpace of eight miles, 
the diftance between the villages Morop and 
Offa, I could not perceive one tree, the humble 
juniper alone growing upon the little mofs which 
covers the rocks. Thefe villages are not lefe 
wretched than the country in which they are fi- 
tuated ; you fee no habitations but thofe of. the 
peafants, who are obliged to furnifli horfes to tra- 
vellers ; and meet no human being but fome mi- 

* The didaoce from Hetfio^famrg to Gotlxenbarg is generally computed 
at twentyoae Swcdiih miles, or fifty French leagues. 

ferable 
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the tocksi lA^ftitth ol-the fc^ty mo6 ^hfct I* 

their only food.' • 

The five mlferablc places in HaHand, whfch they 

call towns, are now to be defcribed. \ * 

Halmftadt, which has a maxm^ 

Halmstadt. fachrre df cloth, and a celebrartat 

' fifli^ry for filrfidn, cohtakis aboiiC 

two thcufend fnhabitants, alid is the only oM^taf 

thefe towns poffeffed of walls and giteis. Iffer 

therefore hotfourefd with the fine name of a ca^- 

tal, and has a garrifon Confifting of a company df 

huflars, of the^ famefegimeht with thofe' at Ikk^ 

fingburg* ^ ^.s 

At Wirberg there is alfo a C(iitJpa»y 

Warburg, of hufiars, and near it a fbrttefe, 

wMch defends the eht ranee of atbi^t 

of port, into which finall veffels run for flielter. 

The inhabitants catch herrings and 'Other fifii iE 

the North Sea-; and I am affured that this port, 

which is now only fufficient for a few fihall pink% 

would formerly have received the largeft fieetii 

This decreafe, as upon the other coafts of S^v^edetty 

has been gradually produced j and is attribute 

by many learned men to the falling of the fea; 

which they believe to have retired from. ail tiMf 

coafts of this kingdom. I fliall perhaps take up 

this fubjeA hereafter. . , i ^ 

At Laholm, where? i Ciw the minrof 

Laholm. ^ gj.^^ ^^^^ ^^^ confumed half the 

town 
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totwto bcfofe ttiy af rival, I riiet tlie l^edilh colcf- 
ad,' Wjangel, whq as well as myfelf, waited for 
hdrfes. He told me that he had ferved in France 
m the war o£ i744,* and was at the taking of 
Bergen-op-Zoomi where he became very well 
ap<}u^ted'with Dutch bravery. That after the 
peace he had taken a journey iato Hollstnd, to 
which country he was fo much attached, that he 
li^^er received a greater pleafure than when 1^ 
was fortunate enough to meet a Dutchman.' In 
teftimony of this good will, he made me partake 
of his provifions ; and we drank together to the 
profyerity of a country which, at the age of 
more than fixty, he profeffed himfelf every day 
inclined to re-vifit. Upon our parting, he gave 
me fome inftruftions .for my journey, which I 
afterwards found very ferviceablc. 

At Kongfbacka (or King's 
KoNGSBACKA. Mountaiu) a little hamlet at 
which I changed ,horfes, two 
miles on this fide Gothenburg, I met General 
Daniel, the governor of that city and of the 
province of Weftragothia, of which it is the ca- 
pitaL He was going, in quality of infpe^of , to 
review fome regiments in garrifon in Scania/ 
When I prcfented myfelf to his Excellency, Iw 
received me with great politenefs, gave me a re-^ 
commendation to the Count dq Saltze, colil^ 
xnandant of\ Gothenburg,, audi, lamented that I 
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fhoiild come into his government at a time when 
he wast unable to. pay me tlie honours. 

During my whole journey, the provi- 
Inns., fions put into my wallet at Droningaard 
by my friends the C . . . s were very ufe- 
ful ; and prevented my complaining of a country 
which, at the places where ypu are obliged to 
change horfes, affords no other fort of refreih- 
ment than fome excellent milk, and bread of 
the fort defcribed to you in my letter frotn Fah- 
lun. I found the inns upon this road, as in all 
the other parts of Sweden, very miferable. The 
houfes, being all of \vood, and never wafhed, 
abound, ii^ fummer, with every fort of vermin j 
and the little cribs without curtains oa^ofe you 
to the piercing flings .of a moft dreadful number 
of gnats, while the beds themfelves contain va- 
rious forts of infects againft which even the mat- 
trefs that I carried with me proved a very feeble 
defence* 

You are recompenfed, Jhiowever, for 
Roads, the fare, and the beds at the inns, by 
the excellence of the roads, which, 
though a little rough in fome parts of the moun- 
tainous country, may rival thofe fo much boafted 
of in England. The bottom of thefe, except in 
Scania, where there is a good deal of fand, is a 
hardi*ock; and their breadth is fuch, that four 
'uoitures may eafily pafs at a time, even in the 
narroweft part. The bed of gravel, which they 

lay 
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lay ttpoti the top, is alfo fo beattn and GOtrip^fls. 
-edy as to hsive iib wherfe any appearalicid of a nif. 
this is to be uiidailsdod, hbweter, ^chiefly df tlii 
high rtatSs' arid th6fe they eall rdydl; and tipoh 
thefo ycfd may travel with great eafe and rapidi- 
ty * th^4iof£es, though very finall, being ftron^ 
^flcffwift. 

'iTife orde;r eftablifhed in the coriduft 
PfcfSTs, of thefe, is very convenient to ftrahgers 
and travellers, but equally burthenfomb 
td the peafahts, and highly prejudicial to agri- 
tuiture. Of this yOu may judge from the fo!- 
lowjhg atcc'otint. Iil ^11 the high, and even ih 
-the ctofs rdads, pbft-mafters are appointed Ccbt', 
'n)er%dbrsj Who are alfo a fort of innkeepers fga/i- . 
^ry-bok^j) arid have under their direftion a cer- 
tain number of peafant^. The peafants, in theii: 
turtle arid according to the vdlue of their farms, 
are dbliged to provide one, or, fometimes, two 
fervattts, \<dth orie^ two, three, four, or more 
horlesi which reriiain in waiting for twenty-'four 
hduirs, and are then fucceeded by others. If any 
traveller arrives, they are paid for their time and 
trbuUe, if not, they lofe both. You muft per- 
ceive that thefefer vices are very dppreffive, and 
cannot be perfoi'med -without great detriment to 
the cultivation of eftates, although they are not 
very f igoroufly demanded, efpccially in the time 
of hsKTVeft. The, horfes are by no means always 
in w^itig; and i^nleis you Xend forward a man 

D and 
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aefi£r.h6#&, fovt fhay be detained a loiig tin* Yot" 

cich relay. I therefore took the pfecautton of 

difpatching a voorhocde (fo they call them) and his 

^' ord^s procured erery thing to h€ in perfeft rei-' 

\<Hfte(k Each poft-mafter, wha is conaiwoftfy a 

''.pealant hitnfclf, and obUg/^d to furnt& hoarifes in 

his turn,' has under him an infpeftor {^hallkiH) 

who, uppa the arrival of a: traveller, enquires 

the number of horfes wanted, fetched ihcp^^ and 

has them harncffed^ He then prdents a Jaunjal 

/dag boi) divided into feveral eolumji^, m-^hkh 

the traveller, immediately before he lets offy is 

'\rcquired to- write bis name and charaAer, the 

* day and hour of his arrival, thofc of his de^r- 

ture, thcr place from whence he came and to 

which he is going, with the number of hoi^s;be 

takes^ One column ip this bool; is appropriated 

to complaints, and, if the traveller makes; raiy, 

there is another to receive the defence of th,e 

poft-mafter, who, at the end of each month, iss 

refponfible to government for his conduft. 

..Many patriotic writers have repreicnte<l the 
grievance of thefe kind of fervices, and propofed 
in their ftead a fmall tax upon the peafants^^ that, 
with feme affiftance from the ftatc or the crown, 
■'■ would he fuf&cient for the fupport of poft*horfes, 
and a great relief to. agriculture, which cannot 
be too much encouraged in Sweden* Hitherto^ 
however,; government has not regaifded their 

/ ' - i*>rriplaints, 
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. Ipmptaii^y though m imn^r otjicr re^c:^$ ^i-^ 
cult]ai;e has. been greatly attended to i^d pro-^ 
inoted*, * ; r 

. I, had forgot to tcU you that the ufe o£. hired 
Vqitux;c3t Is unknown here^; and that at nb. ilage 
kixx you .find either a chariot or a pofi<hai&. The 
traveller nmft, therefore, take his own voiture^ 
Or be contented in tl^e carriage of i peaiaht, i;tdth 
kwq or four wlieels^ in Which he may be jolted 
perhaps more than he defires; Indeed^ the Aum- 
ber of trayeUers in thi$ kingdom is too fmaU td 
defray the expence of proper conveniences. 

Upon my arrival here at ^ight 
GoTH^vivKo^ o'clock at ^ight, I was flopped' 
^ at the barrier, and a&ed in Swc- 

diih, " Have y6u any thing prohibited by the 
>* King?'* but perceiving my ignorance of their 
language, they put the' fame quefUon to me in 
German, and I anfwered ^^ No."-~— "Who i? 

^* Monfieur ?" " A Dutch officer, travelling 

" for his pleafure***— " Has Monfieur nothing ?**' 
j»— ^^* Kothing but his nightncap and a little li- 
*' nen :" to affute them of whichj I <lropped a 
billet for fix daatders kooper muntj and was imme- 
diately anfwered by " Pafs, Monfieur/* Having ^ 
got over the bridge, t came to a gate, and was 
addre&d by an officer, " Who is Monfieur ? 
"From whence comes he? and Whither is he 
" going ?'* — " I am a Dutch officer, on my jour- 
*Vney from Copenhagen to , Stockholni^'* — - 
" Monfieur will fhew me his paffport/* — 1 pro- 
Da duced 
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duccd it !— " Vfery weB, Monfieut, tW* mufl? 
*^ be figfted by the captain of the Gtand Guard; 
*' and.you will receive it at your inn/* " Officer, 
•« youi* fervant/' — ^** Good night, Mohfieur/^ A 
few fin^cks of the coachman's whip foon brought 
metd nry inn, where 1 wiflied for nothifig fo 
ffttich a*s a fupper and a good night's reftj and 
was jtift fteppmg into bed, when I was furprifed 
by the found of clarinets, hautboys, French^ 
horjls, and a trumpet. I ran to the window, 
ind my fervant, whom I had fehf to enquire 
what x^as the matter, tw-ought me word ths* 
thefe Wer^ the muficians of the Count de Saltze'i* 
fegiment, who came to welcome the arrival of 
a D^fch; officer, car, in plain terms, to beg by 
imeans of mu&. After Mening to a few marches, 
i difmiffed them with fome money, and defired 
they might drink to the health of the Pirince of 
Or?(,nger This fort <^ ferenade is common at 
Gothenburg upon the arrivd of^ a ffranger ; but 
I Iwye fince paft through many garrifon town$ 
without receiving fucb an honour, for whidi I 
have conloled myfelf by the poffeiEon of my 
daalders^ ^nd pfottes. The mufic was gone, and I 
had prepared to ftretch out my limbs, almoft 
diflocated by a jolting of eight-and-forty hours, 
upon my uncurtained bed, when a tapping at 
the gate again prevented me. They opened it> 
'and admitted a hero of about twa pence k day, 
covered with feathers, and* rofes of ribbands, 

fomething 



ifopicthing in the fafluon ,of Henry the Fourth's 
time. " My officer/' fays he, *^ I have brought 
** your paffport figned by the captain/*-—" Ah^ 
^* my friend, how comes it you fpeak French ?" 
— ••^ Thank God, captain, I am a Frenchman, 
*' A wifli to fee the world leads me, by turns, 
" into the fervice of maay powers : when I am 
*! tired^:.! ciefert, and, as. my figure is of the pi- 
** Ikaiy. height, I never want bread* t can, be-i 
^^ fides, dreis hair, aoid. feall be proud of focviag^ 
" Monfieur t,he Captain in that way.*^ I toofc 
the pafi^ort, thanked: him fpr has ofr<^, and di£. 
laaifled him. He went^ however, with a very- 
lingering p^ce^ and at laft, with a certain ar^ 
rangcmcnt of his fingers,--^^ It is ufuiaJ^ Ckptaioy 
^ upCKQi thcfe occaficas*^--H.*^ I. underftand you,: 
^ my .fiiend^ here's fomethijigjforyoiu**-^" Ohi!- 
^ Captain Ilablblutdy muftenter once more in*c 
^ to the fervice of Holland^*^brave, generous- 
- 1': Dutchmen l-^^ut' a. good nighfc to my moflj 
^ nobis captain.*^ He flew db^ii ftaics by leaps 
(bf four at a time, s^; l> ftretched myfelf upon 
say ajb, where, in ipitfe' of th^ muficof the 
gnats, I'fiKm £dtaiieep* You are. now, perhaps^ 
willing: to. do the fitipc ;! and, therefore, I con* 
olucbv wilh afl^ring you^ that, in every fitua- 
Idvm^ ' . Lamy &c. &(v 
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OtJ wiU beKeve that 
I did not long delay my examination of a dty fo 
cdArated for comniprcer i^^d fecond only t6* 
Stod^bM in point of beauty and ^andeur. * 

*■ Gothehbtirg, then, is fituatcd upon a bank oP 
the rivei' Goth, which iffues from the grand lake- 
Wennern*; and, at the'diftance of ai great I^guq 
hdciw the dty, empties itfelf into' the Sdiagge- 
ratk. Acarfal, which communicates with this' 
fiver, di^ideis the city into tw6 parts, and, with* 
fbme beautiful linden trces;6n each iid^, gives it 
very much the air- of z Dutch {own. Behind 
thele trees ftantl two irows oF well-built hbiil»^ 
and,'aniong^''the Tatter,: that of the I^ft fedijt 
Company,; w^hidi is vtry lif^e.' '- y * * -' ■ ^ " • 
:^ * - v.«i;5iis comply was cflabliffi^^ 
Jnbia GakPANY, ed in'the late' riiga byl Hehty 

-: :r ^ .Kotiing/ a rich .merchant bf 

Stodkholixr, 'who, in - the^ year -i 73 1 , 66tain*l^'a 
grant of aiife'xclufive- trade to India for SBS^ 

* Ti;i^ laicc >^^iiQe^ isthe largeft in Sweden, l)ei])|[.rec^i^ ^9^ 
miles iirtcngth, and feven in breadth. -• * 

■"^ '' - « years. 
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years.. The grant was renewed in 1746, and in 
• 1753 the company, which had been hitherto 
iaiown under thg firm of Koning and Co. af* 
fumed the nanfc of the Swedifli Eail India Com-- 
pany* In 1762, another grant was obtained for 
twenty years, which, however, th^ company did 
not begin to enjoy till 1766. 

During the firft years,* they fent fome veffels 
to India, efpecially to Bengal', but their real 
commerce is with China, whither they fend anr 
nually one or two veffels, and receive from 
tSienc^ ad many in return. The goods are gene- 
rally fold in Oftober by puUic au^Sioq, ig whick 
many foreign merchants refort. 

The merchants of Ggthenburg, 
Internal as well as>thofe of Stockholm, have 
CoMM]$il,C£. the advantage of circulating their 
,... • * commodities through the interior^ 
parts of the jkingdo;?! i the firft by the fluices of 
Edet and Trohhelta, which open to them the 
fiavigafion of the lake Wennern, the latter by 
thofe dF Arboga, wh^h ^prd an entrance into 
tl^Lt of Hielmarn. ,^<?fides the confiderable trade 
carried on by the Indict Company, Qpttenburg 
^ais many, profitable branches of commerce, 
among which is the ible fiihery of herrings for 
exportation. For more than a century, thb fiil) 
i^ferted the &ores of Swedei* ; they appeared 
^Igaiin in 1740, and the quantity is now &> great^ 
. - • ' as 
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a^ tp form oce of the mp(^ abundant ^rticle^ o£. 
trad^. The city itfelf \^ inac^eflible by larg^ 
YCtffel? ; thgfe, therefore, remam in the road?, 
a?^c^ difcharge thei^ cargoe? into* others of left 
Ij^ythen, which come as far as a ftiUurb, C4lled. 
i%^, very little frq^lJer or lefs populpus than 
the city. In this fuburb are flocks for buiWingf 
yelTels, and every thing elfie rel^tiye to the n;iar 
ritime department of their pgmmerce. Tl^e* 
goods are carried frp^n thence tp Gottenburgj^. 
by xfteans of the cj^nal above-iri^ptipped, ?ind ynT; 
laden at ^:he very dooi:s pf the waye-houfes in- 
^ifts^ they ^r§ depofited, 

Betw§?A the fiiburb Haga^ and 
^Ay^HALL, t^^ gityj there is i fort of orchard, 
which thpy call V^ijxhaU, witl\ ai 
raifed orcheftra in the middl^a tfe%t nej^ty ^§ it;^ 
and a cirjyl^i* row pf bpxgs, in w^ich the com- 
pany fit and take refire(hment?, T\^ in}iabitait|j^ 
pf Gottcn^prg are a$ prPvd pf th^s Y^¥?Mt ^ 
theJ^ngli|h of theirs, although the 4^^K^^^ iJt 
fo. great, th^t it is ^bfuyd $p jjia^^e ^ fpmp^rj^feft^ 

Tfee pl^yrhpufc^ thppgh fma|l, . is. pr(5tty^ . ^9.d> 
th^ performep^ i; am told, tffkrMY; gPSi^i bftt; 
of this, as they, exhibit only in th9 wint^, J.i^a^ 
np opportuftity pf jv^gipg. ; ,: .... • .. 
; . Thq, CpWt de §ialt?§, ^fi^jnjgnt^gd^ 

f AEADE. pf the.giirrifpii, tp;\?i^hop. Jt palcl .«P5&. 
refpecls, received me with much por 

litenefs, 
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}|t^{)ysfs, aud, after a wa]^ to the parade, detained 
.%jog tp dinner. There, however, I c^vihi not help 
obferving ^tlie. unfitn^ of the national/iabrt' to 
©iU^ary iifc, as it cxppfes thcileaft defedtin Cze 
or H^ape, and is only-prdpeu for Jigl^t, weM-pro- 
portioned men. The ronnd hats, rofes o^riMsanfls, 
yjel^ow and blue fcarfe, with jdnmes of feathers of 
the fame xiolours, give the "oiBcei^s and foldjijers 
an,^ir by far too theatrical;' Th$ gSfrtfi^n is 
Gompofed of the regiment <^Sak>e, whith ofjaj^es 
part of the leviedf forces. 

* T^|ie army is divided into levied forces, and 
Batie»al troops^ 

.: n . : :: ' Th^e afe alwajr^imai^SIng 

LzxHEiD FaKC £Sf re^ixients^ ^nd are gariS^e^ 
in the towns fitoatc{d''tip6if 
tfa,e SchaggesMc, the Soi^nd", the SaltiC) • ^nd th^ 
Giq]^ of Fin^nd, an4 i?i &3ne fortreiOfes dF f he 
firoaticrs and Pom/erama. -They are CQmpofe4 el 
de&i^eraftom all nations, sjrid of apprentices and' 
fervants of bad conduct;, whqn^ as wefi ^ vagi- 
bcpd% thqr enM by force. Thefe form nine re- 
ginoenti^ of infentry, including the foot-gusaxfe^ 
^%d th<e a^iUecy. There is aMb a regiment of hut 
fees, iind a body of lightrhorfe* The regiinefltof 
guards: is divided into two battalions^ each bat- 
talion containing e^t companies of mijfqueteeirs^ 
andOne,iofgrenadiers,andcach company loamen. 
^fiieiidiole number of theie fo;rces is as folk>ws : 

The 
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tlw »egimcnt of foot-guards, abafit* •. Wcn^; 

18 ccHnp. — — i8oe> 

The regiment of artillery, 3 tatt* each 

batt. 1 000 men — t<^ 3000 

Three; regiipQents, each 1260 men - - 3600 

fout r^ments, each 800 men ^f 3200 

t> A corps of chaiTeurs -r- , -^ 400 

A regiment of huflars, a fqujid.each . . 

, fqvacL i5omen . . — rr- . 3Q0 

\ J4ght-hQrfe, 4 comp* loqin.each — 400 

i ^ : - - l'3»7oo. 

^ • . ♦' . • f>j-t-" -. ■ >. ■• 

Itte regiments of guards and artillery spre 
<Aothed oncein two ycirs, the others oncfe in three/ 
The whole is done by. coritraflt, at theexpencc of 
t^ crown> which ajfo pays to eadi foidier 3 a 
^{^Idfirsjilbfr muni annuatty* They are likewife 
lodged and fed, and have one pair of ihoes in a, 
year* The troops in garrifon in Pomer^ntajhavq 
iamething more pay. 

As there is no cartel of exchango 
D£S£RT^Rfi. between Sweden and D^mpiarksit 
defcrters are enlifted in each king^ 
dom. iWhen the Sound is frozen over they gene- 
rally find ibine means of efcaping, notwithfiand- 
^ng .^yery pf^e^fiutioa^ifed to pfcverit it. At that 
time piquetstfrom the garriibns of all the ports irj 
Sweden *nd Denmark, are totionedtiponitheice 

-'''■" at 



it propicf diftandcsv -They go out irf he dtafe of 
lEivenmg, form latgc femi-drdes rouiid att the 
places at ^lii^h thie foldieri^ can efcape^ ind r&turni 
when the day appears. hhtnedSztely ^erlhe 
jjiutting of the gates they vifit th^ quartfers^of 
fhemcn; this I5 repeated everjr^Wo hours, an4 
ks foon as a man is miflf^d^ they give notice by 
the (Uicharge of a cannon^ ^P^^ ^^ %a^9 the 
piquets gradually apprpach e^ich other, and tho 
poor criminala thus furroundecl, is ^nime^iatdl^ 
iaken aWay to cettjun flavery. Bpt the attempt 
is gtoeralily made in very dark nights, lyhen \t 
fe compdoh for tjie deferters to pafe through the 
piquets, and fb cfcipe. And fom^mifs thl'^pi- 
quets thep^f^elve^ defert, with the inferior 6Sc€H 
by wfcom they are cpmmapded^ --' ' 

::r * > : frj^j^ national troops are divided 

Rational into' 2 1 regiments of in^ntry, not 
'Troops. contaTning equal numbers^ but ai 
/.- !\ 1 : : mounting in thewhpl^ x6 

' " 23,000 iftcti. 

Seven regiments of cavalry — 7,000 . 
' And four regiments olf drajgooni 3^000 - 



33,000 



^^' Tfhefe mijn are i^ed from the hiids belonging 
^6 the cro^, ^tlie holders of which are obliged to 
tciitrlbute, jiot orfiy'to the fupport of the troops, 
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but of a grc?it part jrf thci cferg7» and ciyil oQicarst 
T|ie oftatcs (bmmanA^ arc divided into re?/^f j» afti 
f ach re?^^ is pliarg;ed in a fettled pjioportion» the 
^elj: with the f^pjiprt: of cavalry, tj^i^ others with 
^hat of infantry. ....... 

Ancftate p^ ^fty (laalc(ers J/der fnupdt^ annual 
fcntal, is called a nu/kholl^ or- ii^ii^niaii c|L,arge4 
'^ith the e^ijipment and fuppQr^ pf a iipr^man. j 
gnji an eftatp of Ibrty fuch. dqfU4sns^ fonftitute? an 
[^j^afiehemmany or eftate fha^ged. v^th th^ fupport 
of. a horfc, Tliere are oth^r efiate§ (f(^rdist\ 
]femmmO which, contribute only a certain prQpoy^ 
^iopipfpay, ^;p4 fqrp.^^^^ 
whi^h are . fiabfe ^ jae (f;harg^d in l^^li refpeft^. .,, 

^ ^ Th^ypu^Hf,^ Injgeue^al^* tq^^l^^^ 

' with a chaniber aijd ftgyi?,, s Ijajrn, f ik%^ » ipiiaJSi 
J5?.9t of gJ^Qup^. % tbq g^pwfl^of cabbages axid 
Jtipps^ wi^th Ujiy ^ ^w: (qx jt^e ftigpoijt^of a f;o^^ 
ap4 , a certain ^,aptil;^ Thw 

fort of eftajtQ i^ cajle^. ^ bo.%]kA T^e foldier 13,. 
befldes, entitled to an . annual paynaent of ten 
dmlderslJ^lper mmt fop ^.gf^^t cp^t^ a«][4 ,rqcfiives, 
every t|jiee.ye|?s, onf 'piu^ p^^^fib^^es,^^ pnjp of 
ftockings. 

When new uniforms ar?. wanted, the crown ' 
fupplies the cloth and naaterials, but the e:q)ence 

cftatesrj and^ 9(Tk,^%^ ^:^jfi:s^^ ^9 

thp ra^k of aA i|iferi(?^^^ ^^9^f^:5%,?^^^^^ 
lie belongs is obliged to fupply another. 
' Thi« 
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v'iadswMc'ffriteirt^bting inttodccl chie|ly for 
tke entdttfig^tt^MOf^gri^ each poflcffo^ 

df a idji^lb is effj^lned^ ' - * , '^ 

, ' ift. To Jitceisd to the culiivatkm cf thefidkls. J 
iidljr. T6 ^^ar ihntially, ahd for a ftipulated 
price, a cerriih quamlty of uhcultivjited land, if 
^ef^b aitiy fuchin the hdghbottrhbod of the 

i^^^. ' "' ■[ 

3dly. To grow, if poffibfei a Bmited fiuttiber 
(bf hop4>oles. wAud, 

4thly. To «ffcr<kfe each year, ^ it can be done; 
the qiiaMky of meadow grouiuL 

Every third y^aiTi and updn each change of a 
t^«46tj tlie eftate of the *^^/&i8 furveycd by in^ 
fpe^rs, Who make dedtrAions from the pay of 
t&e Dccuiiiiei' S^tmyM^H^ that may have beezt^ 
occafioned by niigKgenci* ; and wh^ti there i^ no 
titiailtivated grbtH9d to be ckared^ the foldier i$ 
bbHgcjd, at a ^f&d (^riee, to affifthls landlord in 
thelabotirsoftkefidci . ' 

Tti^ b0eM ctf tte offiogrs are of different value 
M propottioii t6 their nak ; the icqlonei has his 
in the center oftiie divifion^ and that of each 
captafn Lsrfituated aniofigft thofe of the officdrs iii 
Jus company. The pay of a Cofenel of Infantry 
js 600 ddaUeri Jit^ fnuni, ah4 of One of cavalry 
fcobj of a Captain of Infetitry i2do, of Cavalry 
300. An Ordinary horiesman or dragoon hts 15, 
aiad a foot foldier 10 daaldersjilber munU . 

The 
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.V Tli€ rcg^iricttts arc, m geaeral, filled /rtitir 
Swetfcs and compofed of very hasdibme fdlows ? 
^the roftesj from which the ld\ae4 sire w^ty always 
. cbufing their ilouteft ajQd b$ft propbttioned meny 
l^ho are aftierws^ds fubixiitted tt) the cdtdnel, with- 
out whdfe apprdbsition they are act received. 

lu diftridb where thcbofieUes^x6 not v4ry rei 
anotely difperfed, the foldiers afleimble by compav 
sties every Sunday, ttfbc' exelrdfed by their^officers 
^nd ierjeants* The whole ^egpknent is brought 
, jtogethei?, once i ycar^ in the :|^rIng^ iiid is then 
encamped for three week» in its own di&fic):. J^ 
cvcfy third or fourth yeai?, ejw:2Wpftifen^ of fe- 
vcral. r<^ments togethar ajfe fonnrifil.ia&in^ pro^ 
vincc, Iwhidbt is gerierally the jtentcr ofroany dit 
triifts i smd, hr the rdft of their tilti^'. !d)^ m&:^ 
tary buibandsnen, who areenrdl«d/^r Ufe> epi^ 
ploy thexnf^e^ in t^ ordinary labours f^ cultlt 
yation.. They are, however, fipequen% viijtj^d 
by the officers and ferjeants/ isri^4»^ in^ej^ theif 
clothes, arms, and military a^x^trcsfe^en^ 

The cavalry hays no pike-men ; thdr !duty bang 
perfonned by the inferior officers,^ whdc^fo teadi 
the troops to ride } and each foldier is obUged to 
drefe and e:itercife his own horfe; . 

Befides the feyen regiments of cayalry» there i^ 
a corps of jborfe in garrifon at Stotkhic^^ fup- 
j^rted by afleflinents upon the ;diVifioiis of. the 

' eftates* 
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eftates. This cbrps efcorts the Roy^ famify^ and 
contains 150 men, who have each the rank of 
tornet. 

^n time of war, thefedivifions aHb contnbutc 

by certain taxes to the fupply of forage, tran- 

fports, and provifions: the remainder of the ex- 

pence is defrayed by the crown. 

^ Aliotmients or divifions of the crown lands were 

firft planned by Gnftavus Vafa, and the fcheinc 

^Was adopted and propofed by fevcral of his fuc- 

ceffors , but Gtritavus Adblphus and his daughter 

"Chriftina, having' by 'fales, mctt^tgages, x>r gifts, 

alienated the greateft part of their domains, inrc- 

tvards to the nobility, the execution of the plan 

^ Vas for a tiime imjpofiible. At "length, Ch^urles the 

"eleventh, having recovered,- by differetit comperi- 

Yatioh's, niany*6f-thefe'eftates,' and cfiftributed 

'Vq/lelks to his officers, addedfevefaf other hemmans 

'and r^//(?j fbf the'foidiefyj' and in 1697, the 

' whole affair' of titdetmngs-werkei^ or allotments, 

was fifialty fettfedt 
'^ A-pifribtifc v^ritet-* undertakes to prove that 
t^efe allbtmentsj^fo fa^^ frofri being' favourable to 
' agriculture, afi^'ilpbri the Whole highly detrimen- 
tal: " For the^fmg or bojieiks^ being held by 
perfdns whd cdnfider them only as temporary 
^poffeflions, fever}' advantage is draiiied frofri them 
for the prefent,^ aithcrugh by means which in tho 

* Mr. JR^got 

«nd 
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sehd may prove ddb'udive to the land." He tW e-» 
fore propofes *' That, inftead of allotments, 
quit-rents fliall be cftablifhed, which the crpwii 
ihall levy, and apply to the fupport of the 
army." 

To this It is replied j ** That the great attention 
given to the fuperiritendance of thcis bofiel/es ren- 
ders the abufe of them very difficult ; tfiat the 
fddier, bdng, by this plan, rendered a landhold- 
er,, coafiders himfelf as a citizen of his country, 
and may be fuppofed to feel the greater zeal for its 
defence; that this army, which fornaa the 
ftrength Of the ftatc, being never upon the march 
or colkfted iiJ bodies, but when neccffity recjuires 
it, not ^ven a{^>earing in r^ments more than 
once a year, is much leis expenilve than if fup« 
ported upon the footing of levied or garrifon 
troc^s ; and that, therefore, the advantages of 
the prefent method are much greater than the 
evils propofed to be femcdied-'V They aWb urge 
the advantages derived from the pre^nt practice, 
on the fcore of population, the foldier being now 
enabled to marry and propagate colonifisi for dif-* 
trids yet uncultivated. 

The C4)rps de gejueM divided into fix brigades, 
refiding at Stockholm, Gothenburg and Carl- 
fcroon, and in Scania, Finland and Ponicrania. 
In each place, the fortifications are entrufied to 
their care, and each "brigade contains, 

A Colonel of Brigade, 

.' Charter Mailer, Lieutenant 
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Lieuteharit (jendral, 

C&ptaiii Mechafiift, - 

Captain for tuition. 

Lieutenant DfeflgriiSf ^ 

Lieutenant Modeller, and fome ConduSors. 
The whole bpdy is commanded by ttro Dlrbc^ 
t6TS Geftdfai, 6tit for Swedeh^ the other for Po*- 
ihef-ahia, feaCH of whoiii has in -Aide de Gainp; 
A ptbfeSbH belorigihg ifo tihe .corps refides aJt 
Stocyioim* 

An hdnoufabte and toin^6fik\Ae pitorifion has 
dltoikch made for military nien, by a f)*ehfion 
bank, ihftjtiftdd ifl 1757, tlie fobfcrfbcrs to which^ 
p^ylhg^ afinualfy ^itpef tfent. of the talue of their 
!ipp6littmeAt^, ^ftfet twefitfy-five yefei of fervice, 
and jAibfcriptiori r^cfeoA^d frofri thfe 20th year of 
theii^ age, are entitle(i, upon retiritig from the 
army, t6 theif^ fiift pay fot life. ' ' 
^llife' vi^hole arran'gerftent' stnd managernent of 
the Nation^ attny, ii admlVably idapted ib z 
country in ^hich paop^ ite vi^anted cfiiefiy for 
defence. The fbldier who' has cutevated the foil 
is its' b'eft ahd ttiok natiirai 'defender ; the ene- 
tfrie^ to hii^ Cotihtry he etle^ms as: criemtes to his 
perfOA ; and, having a mutital intereft m the pre- 
fer vatiton of the kingdom. With every other inha- 
bitant of it, he kn6ws that whcA' he ckpofes his 
Mfe.fbl: hi^king, he i^ ta:Kin^ the fnoft' eSeiflu^I 
Aciearis' to pfeifef Ve his- family arid- his property; 
Irrdded, tkc feingdorir of Sweden, tri whatever 

E / fi§y 
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fight we confider it, feems much better fuited 
for defence than conqueft ; and this feudal di- 
ftribution of the land Ihould be value4 as a cit- 
cumftance above all others tending to promote 
its intercft. 

I return from this digreflion to 

The whole defence of this city 
Gothenburg, on the fouthern fide, where the 
port is fituated, confifts of a wall 
of frce-fionc, fixed and cemented upon the rock 
itfeify and furrounded with a large ditch, into 
which they have contrived to bring the water of 
the Molndaly a river which empties itfelf into 
the Goth. The reft of the city u built chiefly 
upon two focks, and the entrance of the port is 
defended by a guardfhip, and a fort of fome 
fl:rength, called Elfbourg, 

Among the acquaintance which a refidence of 
eight days at Gothenburg, enabled me to make, I 
cannot omit to mention Mr. de Lifle,.the French 
Conful, and Mr.Aelftroom,^ a rich merchant. I 
had letters to them both from my friends the 
C . . . . s, ahd found in the former a man of 
great information and amiable manners, who,, 
by his readinefs to afford me a fight of every' 
thing remarkable, and his communications upon 
a variety of interefting fubjeds, contributed much 
to my enjoyments at Gothenburg. The latter,' 
an intelligent man of biifinei^, gave me an open 
invitation to his houfe, where I met with a very 
hofpitable reception. 

It 
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' ** It is now time that I fhould conclude, by affur- 
iilg you how much I am, &c. &c. &c. ' 



L E T T E R VI. 

Drotiingaard, 0€t. .... 17S5. 



MY JDEAR FRIEKD, 



I 



quitted Gothenburg at the 
Trolhetta. . opening of the gates, on Monday 
the • . . of May, and partly by fol- 
lowing the northern diredion of the river Goth, 
near a chain of rocks, whofe horrid afped was 
fingularly contrafted by the beauty of the oppo- 
fite fliore, 4)artly by climbing over thefe rocks 
themfelves, upon the fides of fome very terrible 
precipices, I arrived at nine o'clock at night at 
the famous fall of the Gothe, at Trolhetta. This 
^edacle, which it is fo much more eafy to con- 
ceive, than defcribe, is formed by the feparation 
of the river into two parts, of which one takes 
its courfe over a declivity of an hundred or an 
hundred and fifty feet ; and the other, falling 
perpendicularly, forms a catarad of thirty-two 
feet in height. At the diftance of fome |paces 
from the faJl, a faw-mill is turned by a part of the 
water; and the foam which, arifing from the 
fall, fpreads itfelf to fome diftance, the fpray 
E a frqm 



from the innumeraUe caicades of the otibe^ half 
of the river, the gulphs and whirlpools formed 
at the bottom, with the noife occafioned by this 
mill, and by fa many falls of water, prefent a ter- 
rible and magnificent fcene, in the midft of which 
fome rocks arife, fram whence you have an op- 
portunity of viewing the whole at once. This 
cataraft interrupt-s the navigation of the grand 
lake Wennern by Wennerfburg, a fmall market 
town fituated upon the ftraight, through which 
the river Goth iffues from the lake; in its courfe 
towards the Scaggerrack, below Gothenburg^ 
Above Trolhetta, the navigation is performed by 
means of fbme confiderable fluices, which very- 
\^ell defervc attention. 

In this journey from Gothenburg ta 
Edet. I'rolhetta, I paffed through the fmall vil- 
lage of Edfet, where the river precipitates^ 
its whole jBood, but in a fall of inconfiderable 
height, and by no means fo beautiful as that 
of Trolhetta. The village is, however, remark- 
able for a canal which they are hollowing through ^ 
the rock, in order to give a paffage, by means of 
lluice's, to a part of the river. Six or feven hun- 
dred men are employed upon the work, which, 
with the iluices at Trolhetta, form part of a. 
grand plan for joining, the Baltic with the North . 
Sea, by means of a communication cut through 
the kingdom. Thefe fluices, which yet. want 
much of being finiflied, will , afford an uninter- . 

rupted 
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rupted navigation from Ciiiftadt in Wermelani^ 
at the northern extremity of the \Ti}KtWennern^ to 
Gothenburg ; and if eV^er the difficulties whicfc 
Oppofe the junftion of this lake with that of HieU 
mam by Orebro fliall be overcome, they may thefi', 
by the communication of the latter with lake 
Malern^ through the fi\xv^% of Arboga, tranfport 
all kinds of merchandifes, in one 'veffd, from 
Gothenburg, to Stocl^holm, and thus open a 
paffage between the Noi'th Sea and the Baltic. 

Having remained at Trhlhetta about two hours, 
bbferving the fpeftacle of the catarad, which I 
.could not willingly quit,. I again betook myfelf 
to the voiture ; and, after a moft iiaraffing jour* 
ney of that night and the next day, arrived about 
I o in the evening at . ^ 

A fmall tdwn of Weftragothia. 
Falki6pin6, The crofs roads by which I tra^ 
velkd, lay over the moft difficult 
mountains and rocks, and the continual joks of 
my voiture .eflfeftually prevented fleep ; Ithcrc- 
fore thought Falkioping a cottifortable plate of 
refuge, although, of all the towns of Sweden, 
this is perhaps the wbrft- .\ You are to imagine a 
large unpaved ditch, in which they have ftuck a 
row of wooden huts, v/irh coverings of turf or 
mofs, and doors four fest high. The chitefhouf^ 
or inn, at which I lodged, was the beft houfe in 
the place, to wh^ch they have given the name of 

af city. 
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a city, though it has neither walls nor gates, and 
is furrounded only by an cnclofiire of rotten jur 
piper trees. To prove, however, that it is a city 
they make you pay for a dpuble poft upon your 
departure. 

After fupping upon boiled e^, the only food 
to be obtained in the place, I ftretched myfdf 
upon a bed, or rather crib, with all my ufua} 
clothing, and the additional envelopement of my 
fchantz looper. I was awaked about three in the 
morning by a moft tumultuous buzzing pf gn^ts, 
flics and other infecls^ iffuing from the convenir 
ent receptacle of my crib^ from which they foon 
drove me, to employ myfelf in writing, till the 
arrival of my horfes delivered pne frpm this kind 
of purgatory. 

. I took the road to Mari^eftadt, fituated upon 
the lake Wennern, and there, at fevep o*clock at 
night, again entjcred upon the great royal road, 
^hich runs from Gothenburg by Trolhetta to 
[Wennerfburg, and from thence, after coafting 
the lake, reaches Stockholm through Orebro and 
Afboga. I had <jijitte4 this route at Trolhetta, 
to gratify a curiofity which I was foon made to 
repent by the inconveniences of crpfc-roads. From 
^alkipping, however, though ftill upon one of 
thefe roads,, jny journey was fpmewhat more eafy, 
and I was again gratified by the fight of a level 
country, diftributed into beautiful meadows and 
well cultivated fields. 

Regiment 
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' ■ At Klqfiretj 'a ftage four 

Regiment of -macs from Falkiojjjng, I heard 
Cavalry of an encampment of this re- 

OF giinent, near J5o/«;72, a village 

Westrogothia. about half a league diftant* 
There I arrived about nine in 
the morning, and, leaving my voiture and fer- 
vant upon the high-read, walked alone towards a 
large plain, where the encampment was formed, 
^nd the regiment at that' time drawn out to be 
manoeuvred. I was in uniform, with a white hat, 
my fword under my arm, and in boots, but 
^thout fpurs. After about a quarter of an hour, 
an officer on full gallop rode up,^ and, politely 
accofting me, enquired who I wasv i defcribed 
myfelf as a Dutch officer, who, travdlingfrom 
xuriofity, and hearing of the encampment, came 
to fee it on his way.— *^ Would Monfieur choofe 
to ride ?'• I thanked him for his politenefs^ and 
;sis he rode away, his cane difcovered him to be 
the adjutant. In a minute afterwards he return- 
ed with another officer, the Major, to whom I 
paid my refpefts, and who made me the feme 
offer of a horfe. Having neither the proper hat 
nor any fpurs, I would wiilin^y have been ex- 
.cufed ; but the Major's politenefs prevailing, he 
, .conduced me to the Colonel, and, after a for- 
pial introduftion, prefented me a horfe. When 
J had followed the regiment through ill its ma- 



noeuvres^ 
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pqeuvrcs, the colonel gay^ me ah invitation to 
dine with (bme ofl^ceys, a pl^afure whif^h J coidd 
not. accept, hayipg djfpat^h^d a voorbQode vfith or-r 
ders for horfes.at all th? ftages as far ^ M^j-» 
ricjladi. The Major atten4e4 m^ to my voiture, 
and juft before my dq)arture enquired riiy name 
and rank. He then gave -me hi? ftajBe, the Baron 
de Clovet ; and added, that he hgd been par- 
ticularly intimate with Mr. de H^epUn^ dur* 
ing the refidence ofj the latter ^t Stockholni, 
as Enypy Extraordinary froip the States Ge-r 
peral. 

Yoi;i are without dpiijbt ciirious ti> know ibniefi 
thing jof this rcgimpijt. It is national, that is, 
raiibd frpin the ^Iptcn^nt^, and coptainp a thou- 
^nd meHj which, 9^ in iinojS: of the other regi-r 
, inenits pf cavalry, are divided into eigjit iqua« 
4rans, . The maixoBUVi;:es w^Tft^ m general, by 
no means briUii^nt, »id the &Jdkrs^ thxmgh of 
good appearance, wpre todly mounted j yet, 
confixiering the length o/ their front, they went 
through fome changes of the line, and devdope^ 
ment3 pf the column, with tolerable ej^cution. 
When about to fcjtriegt, tjbe flanking, parties ar^ 
rajiged in two Jines uppn the flan^, where tliey 
remain immov?^it4e^ ppntinuaJiy loading and di& 
charging out their liiakes. But their grand attack, 
was neither fpirited nor regular ; and indeed very 
littie ikill is to be €35-p€^led in troops, who, ex. 
cept during their encampments of three weeks, 

are 
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ar« never brought together in arms, nor accuftom- 
^d even to the mounting of a guard. 

Monfieur the Major and myfelf having ex- 
changed aflurances of remembrance, I purfued 
my journey, and, as the diftancefroni Faikioping 
increafed, foimd the roads more even, and the 
rocks and precipices lefs tremendous. At length, 
at about two leagues from Marieftadt, the foil 
b^canje an entire flat, and i pafled through one 
pf the moft beautiful plains I had ever beheld, 
jCQvered with a delightful crop of rye. 

Dyripg this whole journey, as in the preceding, 
I ihould have bpen condemned to preCerve a per- 
fed f^ft, bijt for the wallet which my friends had 
fo well fUrniihed in Dejimai*k. Knikkebroe^ milk»^ 
;ilid fometinies eggs are the only proyifipns to ht 
found ^n the hpufes of the peafants, where even 
the uCe of wii^e is unl^npwn, .its pl^ce being fup- 
jplieid by a fort of bad beer brewed by themfelves. 
But thp wild ftrawberries, which were then ripe, 
often made a part of my repafts: thefe, though 
finall, are well flavoured, and the wopds contain 
them in fuch quantities, that at every ftsCge the 
chil^jen for a trifle are ready to bring you a balket 

m. . 

I am, &c. &c. 
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( 5S ) 

li E T T E R VII. 

PEoningaatd, Oft. . . . 17J5, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Mariestadt, JVuLaRIESTADT is a pretty 
town, fituated, as I have already 
told you, upon the Lajce Wennern. It was built 
by Charles IX. whp gave it the name of Marieftadt, 
in honour of his Qi^een, Anna-Maria. The fitua^ 
tion, which 16 very bp^utiful, is the moft remark- 
able thing to be told of it, except, indeed, that 
there I paffed a comfortable night. Having view- 
ed the whol^ neighbourhood at my leifure, I fet 
out on the afternoon after my arrival, and rcachr 
ed Orcbro, the capitaji of the province of Nericia, 
between four and five the next morning, Th? 
diftance is eleven miles. 

The road from Marieft^dt to Orebro is th? 
great royal roadi> and my journey upon it wa§ 
very agreeable, 

Some miles from Marieftadt, at a fmall village 
called Howa^ you ent^r the province of Nericia. 
Here I was detained by the aftonifliing perfe^ 
verance of an officer, who refufed a bribe of feve- 
ral daaldersfilber munt^ and perfifted in unpacking 
my cheft and pormanteau. 

There 
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There is fpme hardfliip in being thus fearched 
at the entrance of every province, after having 
paffed through the fame ceremony upon the fron- 
tiers of the kingdom* The provincial officers are, 
however, feldom rigorous, and the affair gene- 
rally ends in a bribe of a few danders, which I 
found a Efficient proteftion in every other part 
of my journey. Prohibited commodities having 
i>een circulated in the interior parts of the king- 
dom, they take this method of checking a traffic, 
which, by the inflexibility of a few fuch officers 
as that at Howa, might indeed be foon annihi- 
lated. But I have been informed that he expefted 
a good feizure. Whether I am indebted to my 
countenance or my voiture for excitingfufpicions 
of fmugglingi I icnow not. 

Orebro is a town of confiderable 

Orebro, fize, and built, like all thofe of Swe- 
den , entirely of wood. The houfes 
ate painted of areddifh brown colour, and uni- 
formly covered with roofs of turf, which are 
fometimes mowed and ornamented with flowers, 
fo as to give one a notion of the gardens of Se- 
miramis. The utility of fiich roofs, in checking 
theprogrefs of fire is very obvious, and on this 
account, in parts where turf is not to be had, 
the houfes of the peafants are covered with mofs, 
thatch bein^ every where rejected, as too dear 
and dangerous: But before the turf or mofs is 
laid en, they fpread over the timber-work of the 

roofs 



( 66 ) 

roofs large fquareg of birch bark, which prevents 
the rain from penetrating into thp houfes. In all 
Or.^bro there is but one J^oufe covered with tiles^ 
This is an ancient feat, built of freeftoae, at one 
<:orner of the town, andin it the governor of the 
province refides, A fmall river runs before it, 
gndeaijpties itfclfinto the lake Hidmarn, upon 
the bank of which the town is fituated. From 
the top of a fine ftone bridge, buUt over this 
river, thef p is a view of a fall, at the diftance 
of fonie toifes, down which it pours its whole 
brcgdth; and from the tower there is another 
CharrniHg view, comprifing the parterres upon 
the hpufes pf the town, the lake, ^ rich plain co- 
vered with cottages and ftanding com, and the 
heights behind, crowned with woods, and clofing 
the horisfon* In the population of this plain, 
the traveller finds fome recQinpenfe for the con- 
tjoijaji folitudes which he pafles through to arrive 
at it. 

Such fcenes, indeed, oc^ur but too feldom in 
Sweden, there being ^t leaft fpur^ leagues of 
wretched deferts, for one of a populous and well 
cultivated country. 

The whole country from Maxicftadt to Qrebrg 
is aln^pft entirely a>vered with woo4> but there are 
fi^m^ intervening and uncultivated fpaces, filled 
Vith herbs of ^jontaueQus ^owtb • The grpund§ 
in the neighbourhood of Mari^iadt aad Orebroaro 
well cultivated; and, for three or four leagues 

round 
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fjOiOnd each, tttere were crops or wheat, oats,- and 
fiax^rwith rye as-high and a$ (^opioias as I had ever 
feea any. About feme vilkges, and upon the 
banks of the' rivers I few alfo very bea^itiful paf- 
t^ices:; and it ^s^ not to be doubted that Sweden, 
with more inhabitants^ widuld fhew a much 
greater qjiantity of cultivated ground, notwith- 
fiandiAg the rock, of which it fo n)uch coniifts. 

It was nnfy intentimi to remain at Orebro ooe^ 
whole day, both- for the fafce of refting myfetf,, 
aoid of viewiag a place lb much xeconimended by 
the beauty of its fituatjon, ind its own remarks- 
able neatnefs. But, upon the arrival of mj 
horfes according to orders, the ne^t morning, t 
was fei^ied with, an illnefs^ produced by fatigue' 
and fon^ other' caufes, which made it impollible 
f<M" me to proceed* Here^ however, in a poor 
and miferable inn^ I had the h^pi|^nje& to find an 
Iwjft whofe dar<e a«d attention I ihall fe>r evet re- 
member, though' Fmay perhaps never be able ttx 
forget the w^et-ehed foiip he continiually made 
me. Goofe brothj garniflied with raifins, cur-^ 
rants, peas^r gi^i^Hcji and apples-, was the omnipo-^ 
tent reftorative which he . pnefcrifeed, and admi- 
niftered with an htMieft zeSJ, always to be re- 
coUe^ted.withj gr^itude^ A bottle of excellent. 
wine, thf remnant of my Droningaard provi- 
fioni^, had^ however,: a much better, effect rthan; 
tib^/inn-keeperfs remedy ; arid in the afternoon-, 5 
waa able to drefs^ myfelf and walk outv Upon my: 

return. 
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return, juft as I was about to make myfelf fome- 
tea, a gentle tapping at my door introduced «*' 
officer in the Swedish drdfs, with the blue fcaif, 
yellow feather, and little order of the fword at= 
his bytton-hcde. He approached me with a livdy' 
air, and, as I rofe, faid in very good French— 
that being informed there was a Dutch officer de- 
tained at an inn by ficknefs, he had thought it 
his duty to come and offer thofe fervices which 
all military men ought to render each other. I' 
anfwered this civility as well as I was able, and 
he proceeded — " You are going to drink tea, 
*^ Monfieur, and by the little cheft, I perqeive 
*' the tea is your own — a Dutchman's tea muft' 
** ,be good; permit me,* therefore, to introduce 
" fome company, to whom luch will be very 
^acceptable." He ran out, and in a moment 
after returned with two agreeaUe young ladies^ 
I had feated them, and was proceeding to make 
the tea, when he int^ruptcd me — " There is an 
" old lady iii a coach below, very much afflided 
^' with the gout, but who is notwithftandihg 
^^ very defirous of becoming acquainted with 
*^ Monfieui: and his tea. How fhall we manage 
" this?" I propofed that we (hould take the 
table to the coach door, and there drink our tea 
together. Immediately the Chevalier took the 
tea-jpot and cream-jug, the ladies the cups, my- 
felf the tea-cheft, and my fervant the table. We 
. %w down ihirs, laughing like mad folks, and in 
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an inftaht feated ourfelves round the table by thef 
fide of the coach, in which fat the good lady, 
very much diverted to fee us in the open ftreet, 
furrounded by all the gaping blackguards of the 
town. My company however, foon drove away ; 
the ladies with their fervant in a coach and fix> ' 
and Monfieur, the Lieut. Colonel de Lejonanker 
in a chaife and four, accompanied by a man 
whom. I took to be his valet-de-chambre. 1 was 
informed that they came from Stockholm, and 
were travelling to their ellates ; but the inn- 
keeper having told them that he had a Dutch 
officer in his boufe, detained by ficknefs, the 
Chevalier immediately ran up ftairs to make his 
compliments, and offer me his fervices. The good 
cddlady, in return for my tea, invited me %o 
pafs fomc time at her feat, a favour which I was 
obliged to decline, having yet a very long jour- 
ney to make. They then gave me fome recom- 
mendations to their friends at Stockholm, which 
I afterwards found very ufeful. 

From what paifed at the encampment in Weft- 
rogothia, and from this adventure with the 
Lieut. Colonel and his family^ you will be able' 
to form fome opinion of Swedifli politenefs and 
good humour, of which 1 have yet fome more 
traits to give you. Being now infinitely better, 
and very able to continue my journey,- I fct out 
on the morning after this vifit, intending to 

" p3:oc6ed 



p^««eed oiriy to Smedby, diflaftt hvck mflcS ^d 
a half, where they told ixie I might fleep at cAe 
of the beft inns in Sweden. Oii lesmng Orebrft^ 
the road lies through a populous and w^ culti- 
vated .plain of two leagues in extent, aftef which 
it runs entirely through the woods as fer a» Fal- 
lingbro, a large poft-houfe, aftd the firft place ia 
Weftmannia. I here met the old Count de Schef- 
fer, with his lady, and a grand fuite, lipon a jour- 
ney to their eftates. While their hbrfes were 
changing, I had a wifli to* be prefeiitcd to his- 
Excellency^ and for tjhis ptir^fe applied to a 
large well-looking man, who ibofi informed me 
he wa& the family cook$ and very gracJoirfly corf-, 
fented to perform the ofiicc of chambcrhdn. 

The Ck)unt arid hi^ lady received me with great 
politenefe, and affured me of their wiftieff to be 
ferviaeablexto me at Stockhoifti. TJiey enquired 
for whom I had letters, aiJd recottimcrided me t& 
a fort of private lodg^ng-houfe^ where the accom[-' 
modations were much ^.^tter than at the iim M 
which I had been direfted/ The Count dc Schef- 
fer has a very majeftic ahr, and isr, I am affilrcd,- 
much regretted both by the King arid the riatioft^ 
whofe councils he for a long time wifely direfterfw 
He retired from office laft year, and now refides^ 
upon his eftates in the country, univerfaBy bdoved* 
for his^ attachment to the King,^ and his concertf 
for the welfare and profperity of the people. Hi^ 

place 
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place is now held by the Count de Creut:^, for- 
merly the Swedifli ambaffador in France. 

My fecond flop was at Arboga^, 

Arboga, the reiidf nee gf tke governor, and 
government of Weftmanniat of 
whiph it is the capital. The town 13 famous for 
foriie conjSderable fluice?,. communicating with 
the lakes Hielmarn and M'alern, the latter oi 
which extends as far as Stockholm. It i3> how- 
ever, a very mean place, confifting of low wooden 
houfes, arranged ^n very ng^rrow ftreet$« That 
of the governor alone is builj; of ftone. 

I foon left Arbogi, and. arrived in vefy good 
time at Smedby. The whole province of Weft- 
mannia is very beautiful. Rocks and woods 
there are, indeed, here, as every where in Swe- 
den ; but in many confiderable diftricls, graiu of 
all forts, efpecially rye, flouriflies admirably, and 
upon the whole this may b^ reckoned one of the 
moft populous and beft cultivated provinces. 

The peafants, in general^^fvear the frieze habit, 
large hats, . large breeches^ atid fhort jackets, all 
black, except the little facings upon the fleeves. 

At Si:nedby5 three miles from Arboga^ I paffed 
the night. This is only one very large houfe^ 
ftone-built, and entirely infylated in a charming 
valley, in the midft of ihany beautiful landfcapes. 
The inn is the beft and handfomeft in Sweden. 

The next day, at about half a league from 
Smedby, I entered Sudermanid. Several well 
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€tdtiizd4$cdt>}iltiiBkapp€ared front the noad,: and sit 
SaaAort3i&dpi9i finail to^ii upon the lake WiX^Mf^ 
^Somit £bi]JDnhik& from SlOckhdm, I &iKr.'a >takf 
rably bfefiluttfiil country. But fifdm th^nce^'yisl^ 
findoiJy cbcks and deferts, evei^ ^ th^frYiPl^ 
^te5 of the capkal* , :J>*,;. 

. V ' . . I went a league. out of say wiy 

ClAsrilE OF/ to fee' Gripjho^ a royal feat> pkfo- 
Cbftij^^HQjLiKf. iantly fituated near the little ^to^ili 

V. ; dF Manfred^ and upon the ba^kltif 

atimiUJakkytvduch communicates with tfaetjSi^ 
lern. It is of great antiquity^ and furroundni 
%; four lonrersty but is beft known in . hiftory as 
tke prifbtai of the famous Eiic the XlVth, i[atiX£ 
sCittftavus Vafa* Here the court fometimes ore- 
fide^ in the Spring, and there are ibme reiy <dd- 
gkit, weU ornamented yachts, by which . they 
a!trivc'a?id return. ^ w \\^ 

At the little village df 1 Trd- 

.TROSHAJJ.A. flialla I flopped to obferVfe a 
magnificent fall of watdr.; A 
river which {^fies there, ' running with amasridiig 
rapidity amongft large fragments of rock, makibs, 
In the %ace of three or four hundred feety above 
>a thoufand cascades of two^, three, four,. anud 
even fix £eat in height, of which therfeis ia pcr- 
ifeft view from a bridge of fix arches, built about 
themiddle of the falL 

. : :. , vi/ ' Kumla, where I arrived at night,, 

.: KuwblaI fe:^ fniall seat town, built Upoik ait 

eminence five miles from StockhoJrii, 

'; :. : ' .. • - at 
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aiifllliiii£agi?ef fou^^ bf^fhe hope 6B^ttit Ton^iseoom^ 

«fej|ig^aiikimtisd by acDnte^tbetve^ih^f adda 
fXWiD^ibf <ffle^ ^ fbrfbklable as tk^fe vfcidi at^ 
tacked Gulliver at Brobdigiiagi; ^llidb iit^ 
^jedfi |)erha|>S) laf^^ and more numerous here, 
tinli) ill any other paxt of the world^ronditfadO^ 
hmsiingk sdbfcdutely terriblci An mseurtamed 
brUl^nto ix^hich I was^ihown, afforded a poor pro- 
4bA^>)f&r dhc'ii^ht^'biitimy fatigue ^t^Ua^ 
Wrodiaeiafowhoiira^leq). .: ■■.. ki tJ nn* 
vi f'tfiiidut atfourinjthe moar^if^>w»ijibain»i 
Idianged'hor&s at Sudectalia^ I Hdoadnltircioate 
moEeito the.'beautiful {iart of the icduutrf^'^akA 
b^gami^my jaUrney throrugh the ]?ocka:and d6^ 
ferb, tight leagues of which t&parate iSB4eitaiia 
from the floating bridge that brings yoEi inlx> 
Stdi:fibohp-; 

t Half :way along this road^ there is a little af- 
fembhge of three or four houfes, at which you 
lAcHigeihdrfBSi This they call FitKia, and it is 
fitAal»d^pon the bank of a fiondil kke^ round 
i^idijch the pi^iiurefqueiatrangement of woods and 
tnocks^ forms one of die jtnoft Fomantie Tiews I 
Wf r tbohdd. Here the inhabitants of Steckhofan 
ODiiie iipon filhing parties in the fummer, and^ 
live upon the produce of the lake. Before^ how- 
eisirj I defcribe the capital of Sweden, let me 
t«Ditciude this let^, by aflliriug you how nduch 
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.AIL, rain, fiiow, froft, and 
fbcNTteneci days hare obliged us to change the 
country for the towft, and we are now cflabUihed 
at Copenhagen for fix months. AfiemUies, con- 
certs, ihows, and meetings for play, hare taki^ 
j^ace of walks, &Mng parties, hunting, axui ^- 
ing» Libraries, cabin^B and manu&ftures iuc« 
ce^d to the cifture of flowers, trees and plants* 
Each mode of fife has its ufe, and it is well that 
eadi has alfo its turn. In the country, the beauty 
and grandeur of nature fills the mind, and an in* 
dependence analogous to the primitive ftate of 
man aggrancHises our ideas. ^ Inoa^nation rifes 
from the rarth, which we cultivate to that. ii>S- 
tiity of matter, where all that our feeble eyes 
can perceive convinces us' of tbeexiftence of th^ 
Gr^t Being, who conneds' us with himf<?lf by 
an everlafting chain, the Unks of which are f^ 
more 'p^cepdble amongft country occupations, 
than in;: a round of tumultuous pleafuces^. th^t 
^beck or extirpate the powers of thought. Iii 
the city, however, we fl:vidy men, their knpW'- 
Icdg^, their induftry and manners j and obferve 
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th6 contraftcd" effefts of regulated and unrc- 
ftmined paffions.-^— But no more phiiofophy— You - 
are impatient to accompany mfe to Stockholm. 
—In my laft letter I brought you to the floating- 
bridge ;— ;it is now tinie that you Ihoiild pais it. 
This I was not permitted to do till my baggage 
had been very ftriiMy fearched for contraband 
goods. 

Count Scheffer had diredted 
StocitHOLM. me to the Dutch quarter- of the 
city (DUtJke Buii) exaftiy q>po« 
fite to th^t by which I entefed it. I therdbre 
traVetfed its whde length, which is aboat- a 
led^g;ue; befides paffing through a large jtuburb^ 
Wh^ere the rocks and houfes&em to contend for 
pre-eminence. The' buildings, which w«e at 
firft' entirely of wood, improved as I advsinced^ 
towards the heart of the city, and* at length, in- 
ftfead of thefe, I could perceive ^only houfcs ctf 
bridsxDT free ftoBe, coyered vwiA tiles. Hate ot 
copper, and arranged in broad flaraigltt ftreets. 

At Buijke Bue I found the houierecommended 
by Count Schefier ; and a very porriy handfottie 
hoftefs, who gracioufly told me in bad Oermani 
that her huiband being ftom home; {he^souid not 
proitiife ine a lodging there. She, however aflssed 
me to walk in j and her huflband, when fought 
for, was foon found. This was a little ugiy toad^ 
lobkihg fidlow, who, having furveyed me once^r 
'"'''-'■ '• ' ■ • '" J twice 
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ti^e^Arom^feid tafo^ began tHe fcdiQ^tig (sdm 

•-^what wduia yoii^ fdeafe to hare ?''-uj~<« i^xviuit 
^ lodgin^'^u-:*^ Ay, but there are none eiiit)ty;f ) 
I then e3Cf^d£feti my difai^olntment, the €oii<ki 
At Scheffer having mentioned them, as ve*y wor^ 
thy people. « Tlie €k>unt <fe Scbefifer ?*'~^< Y«si 
** the Gount.de Scheffcr/*-^^* The Count ism 
"Very wdrthy man, but it is impoffible he €ifi 
*^ know whether I have any room for lodge3re*^f 
I was upon the point of going fomewhereJeSfe, 
when I thought of fi^ying, " His cook alfii tdA 
♦^ me fi>/^ '- ' Upon thcfe words they both ctidcla^ 
ed, " The cook!— what, oUr beft friend' tb^ 
** cook ! -^O ! Monficur, without doubt yo|i4hdH 
•^ be accommodated/^ Hethencallcd for vil^ 
Jbtcqueys and hofUers, one took my portmcin^au, 
another my trunk, and ht fliewed itie ytk trifiMfifdi 
ihto a large and fplendid chamber, where l^i^fcs 
admirably lodged, and Ibon became vei*y ' wdl 
COnt^ted with my hofe/ The Count,ho^iE*^a^, 
#ouid be diverted to find how much mofe'fe to 
be done* by^ his cook^s name than his ^^fk ; fent 
would, i^eirhaps, foon difeoter <hat the cbok^afid 
the landlord keep up their -iht&nacy at' his ««- 
■pence.' ^- •-'■ ^ .• - "^ '■ ■"' , ^; , - ^ 

- Thfcmoi^ning after my iarmal, my £frft^'ca¥e 
'ij^'is tc^fce Mdhfieur the BAroh V . • . D. . . '©'ii • 
-otik ttitiifltfr; This nobleMa*! interefted hiirifcif ^ 
-l!iSRiti5^^^fare trith fpmethteg more tha«^»f)Wfet- 
• -'^^ '^ neft. 
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tmius kon&^ wJsierc be tvcnildib^^^^P^^lcK^^ 
znd^sthcn I wouM not p^autHt^^^rr^flS^^^^ fflfi* 
fh^i.^rce u& of his taUe^ whenever J wap |iQt 
edbligdd to dine elfewh^e^ He alfo pr^ibxtejd xfie 
tfhaU tt^ foreign minifters, to moft of ^l;iQfa,^ 
Jm^ letters from thofe of Copenhagen, .ihev^ 
meievery thing worth feeing in Stockholm, and 
gave me an introdu4tioa to feyer;il &]^^ com- 

;iOf all my letters oif i^ommejidati^^ th^f^ 
Mr) Wahrendorf, a very confiderahle^ g}e}*dl^^l^ 
wite; the moft laiefu} to me* H^s dangler is 
Ufarijed to Count J^/en^ mafter of th^ . horfe to 
4h4>(^^k]k6en ; md befides the nmnerqus c^Uties 
;]^<^ved from his f:|mily9 and the ic^any y^uable 
.4Q^Mnt^&ces which I acquired thrpugh^is^^^ 
hciliiiMihedme witl]^ dirci£Uops raqd /^•pcoram^ 
Rations for all the n^j|ies anfl forge% ^and o^r i^ 
yecal towns where I prqpcrfed to Jftog^ t By ibis 
jkntrodi^iUon, I became known, amqpg^ others, 
to M^^f Grill and; Pyll, the princip^^* Q,WAe«s 
.ai3yd wprl^^Qf /the. famous mwie^at D^npemori^, 
gtiWiipfe eftate, aftei? ray departure frppi, 3toc|f. 
holm,! I paffqd fcveral di^ys^ >. , . , / - - 

The derivation of thp word Stockholm,, b^s 
bifen-f^ffGie^tlydif^pffed by traveller^ ^sywi; the 
fou»datiott of /thje capital is alr€^y,.fo> .w©ll 
teewnii^aJt I fh^ jiMOt trouble you ^ij/fith.ftPy re- 
p^tUlofl pf th? fto^. The city i§:ibwilt »p^ 

jn feveraj 



^^iflftliMgKts; fwmcfd ihto ifcnds by rivfcifs,ifi>r 
^ratlrer amis <tf th^ ' fea, and <:onnefted togiether 
*^fey floating brt^gcj^, From many points of vicfcv 
the fcenery is highly pidiircfque; rocks, faottfis, 
trees, waier^nd flupping being frequently o6I- 
lefted together in the feme coup-d'oeil, and pro- 
dncing a very extraordinary and pleafing cf- 
fed. . . 

A cand of five miles in length, formed na- 
turally in the midft of rocks, joins the Bakic 
S6a and the lake M&lern, and makes in the centre 
of the dty one of the moil beautiful ports ima- 
ginable. The Baltic fhore is covered with an 
immenfe number of illands, or rather roeks, 
which they call fcheeren^ and by Which tte na- 
vigation is o|ten rendered very dangerous: on 
• this accdunt, although between the iflands there 
is ftificient depth erf" water for the largeft men of 
t<raf, the whcde bufinefs of the Admiralty iias 
bfeen transferred to Carlfcrooh, where the^poit is 
largei*, aiid the entrance very ecmmodiou^/ A 
Angle 'frigate guards the entrance of thefe fchee^ 
rm^ but in- the port of Stockholm there is *a*fleet 
of fifty galleys. 

By the cand, juft mentic^ned, the city i& fffpa- 

rated into twb diftrifts, of which the northern 

' ('Nordm-inthnJ is fituated in Upland, and ^the 

fouthfem (Sudernmlm)mS\idtrTi\^Xiiz. 
^ Thfe pakce, which is fqiiare and very l5ffgc, 
i^ands ^j^Ufth* higheft pa?t of an 5flitndi»^the 

midft 
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midft of this canal, aAd comm^ds the wbolc<:ity. 
Itf is at prefettt a modern building, the old one 
fearing been burnt and rebuilt in 1743 and the 
fdlo^ing years. A large rough bafertcnt, hol- 
lowed in the fliape of caverns, fupparts the fin- ' 
gular union of the Ionic and Corinthian orders, 
with that fort of figured columns called caryatides. 
It exceeds in fize the palace ot Copenhagen, but 
yidds to it in magnificence of furniture and ele- 
gakce of internal decoration. 

An interefting fpedade is here 
Arsenal, formed by an amazing coUecUon of 
trophies of all forts, of which thofe of 
Narva alone fill one entire hall. Such monu- 
ments to the bravery of Guftavus Adolphns, 
Charles Guftavus, and Charles the Twelfth, fill 
the mind with a fort of emulous admiration of 
their glory, which is foon loft when we remeoi- 
ber, that all thefe colours, drums and flandards 
are but the records of viftories, obtained at an 
cxpence of blood and treafiire, 6f which the lofs 
is ftiU vifible in the poverty and defijlatioh of 
Sweddii. Yet I could not look without venera- 
tion upon the ftuffed {kin of the horfe that car- 
ried Guftavus Adolplius at the battle ofSutzen, 
ito which he was flain ; or upon the coat, hat, 
^ves, fword, belt and boots worn by Charles 
the Twelfth upon the night of his death • 
The fpots of blood upon the right glove and 
fword belt ftill rettikin, and prove* Mtti to have 
^ ^ ^ put 
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plot \k% haA4 firft to tbe imtud^'and ^dK»n^;|fslnkt 
to his JTword. Thq cloth of the coat is fcatcrfji;flrf 
good as that now wcwrft by ai corporal. ..Ifec 
alio is a curiofity of another fort, a;nd which: 
ei:cites a very dilTerent kind of admiration;} t^! 
is a fmaU -floop built by Peter t]^e Gi?eat(flt« 
Sardam, with his own hands, and t^e^ by khc^ 
Swedes upon the road to Peterfburgh. i 

. This relic immedifitdy produces a comparifonir 
in which the Swedifli heroes foon yield to thciiu 
^ior charafler pf the Rnfiism Prince. The.&r* 
n)er, ^ring neither the Uood nor tre^ni^ C^ 
theiir fubje^ gratified their ambition by atfcwt 
temporary conquefts, while the ktter foughfe i& 
foreign countries the fneai^s of improving a^b^lk 
barous pfeople, whom he afterwards eftafaliihi^ 
among the ranlc of reafonable beings. ../ 

In a large hall, to whi^h they next led jD^<fej 
there is a reprefentation of all their ls;ings». frorii; 
Gnftavus Vafe, completely armed according to 
thefaihionof their times, as large as lifer aii4 
each mount-ed upon his favonrite horfe, the (kin 
of which is preferved and ftiiffcd. I felt fon^e.a^Q 
nponthe fight of this fingulan c«valca<fc, .wJ»fib 
th^y reader aporc iRterefting,.by,aff^^i^g J:aft 
that theface^ are allexaftlikcrieffes, haa^ingfeBi* 
mouid^irom the' o^ginals after their deaths, jA 
fimiJar fpefbi^e. to; this you may priob^bly ^sfii 
member in the tower df London, bwt.thci»i?id 
l^iis-dlffei-ence betweeji them, that in the latter 
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HblfllJid« ; • ' •': kib io ri '[i tjilT J>707/r ^jrf 07 
dTUlanotboP' i^QOiti ^rls the dFd£b«, jiitddl^s i9J^> 
bitsdi&d^ corooaucmsirom^tim^ iio9iqin@ri^^ 
did^^^tre, as^ you mary fuppofe, tti^qhv4ecj*y<^/ 
atod,J:iadeed/vcry littfe heuer tliafti ragsi ;aiid/ 

The churches of Stockholm are all: .iiaferior tn: 
tlm) cathedral at Upial^ e:^cept th^ palace diapel, 
wfiich b very iarge^ and abouncb ite jpalrbl^. 
Hieyvarse, in generaJ^ veiy full oim^^s^xncnU oj 
which the moft remarkable are thofe of D^ff arifs^r 
hriiie church of St* Claire^ and of the celebrated 
Getieral Steinbeck. The Eangs and Royal hmu 
lilbisi^'aire all interred in the Knights c^uf ch^ DpCHii^ 
^ ifland of the &me name, txc^t Gufiavu^ 
Va^, who lies under a fu4>erb , monument ^t^ 
IJ^L This ifland (BickierbolmJ form» pne of 
ths quarters of the city. ; 

The Opera hou(^ is a.: magnificent 
0i^fiaA^ building, 'entirely new, andxplfcd at a 

•• :t gi^eat expence. The comj^iy is (aid to 

be-a >go6d one ; but as they never perform in 
^immer,>^extqpt ; upon extraordinary occafions^ I 
hfsd i$0 0pp<H*tuciity>of afcertaining tfaeiir mprit$i 
'^li/^^a^ m^xL, Kq/Jen^ whom I have heard it 
a^publk concert at Copenhagen,. 13 a Swede. H? 
lafe a[*go0d perfon, and an' agreeable voice,, wijtb 
£&m&tafte aaoid muficalikill. ,: . '^ 
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At the Cofnedie Frar^ 
CoMEDiE FRAN90I5E,. foijfe I was much pleafed^ 

The King has been at 
great expence for perfontieirs^i and their firft iftor 
Monvel, is no doubt known to you by ffevcral 
pieces of his own compofition* His figure is far 
from good, but is fully recompenfed by his talents. 
His Majefty, with whom he is a favourite, has be- 
ftowed upon him the office of reader, and the pri- 
vilege of wearing the court drefs. Here, alfo*, I 
' few our old heroine Madame Prevot, whom you 
may recoUeft at the Hague in the firft line of 
tragic and comic charafters. She is here doomed 
to perfonate old women, while her hufband, Mr. 
Baptifte, plays the violoncello in the orcheftra ; 
and ta fuch a fize is fhe grown, that I did not 
know her till flae was pointed out to me, when t 
at length difcerned the weU*known features 
through the load of fat by which they ar^ op» 
prefled. Their daughter adds to the mufical and 
theatrical takrits of her father and mother, a 
very extraordinary agility in dancing j but, not- 
withftandiilg thi5, and the excellence of her 
figure, the giyl has the misfortune to be more u^ly 
than I thought any woman could be. A little 
while aftfer my arrival^ jMademoifelle Baron^ 
who left the theatre at the Hague about three 
iyeai*s ag<D, in endeavouring to avoid a coach, fell 
under the horfes, and was fo much bruifcd a? 
to furvive only a few days. The accident hap-. 

pened 
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pen^d juft as flie was upon the point of making 
a brilliant fortune by her conneftion with a very 
rich Swedilh nobleman. This theatrje is a bad 
one, 2ind reminded me of nothing fo much as our 
dear CafmriJiraaU * , 

The National play- 
National Theatre.' houfe is tolerably pretty* 

Of the acting I was un- 
able to judge, having no knowledge of their lan- 
guage ; the company, however, feemed to praifc 
it. The firft ailrefs is a Danifli woman, called 
Walter, the daughter of a common failor^ and 
educated at Copenhagen by a private perfon- 
She 13 handfomei and has many admirers, wliom 
flie delights lierfelf with tormenting by a variety 
of caprices. A very fingular inftance of her in- 
folence is told here. Thinking herfelf not fuffici- 
ently paid for her performances, fhe petitioned 
for an increafe of falary, aj>d one day fpokc to 
the Kin^ about it with rather more Ipirit than 
ufual. His Majefty bid her be content with the 
prefent payments, and told her very pofitively 
they ihould never be increafed* — " V^ry well ; 
*' then I demand my difmifEon."-— " You fliall 

" neither be difmiffed nor better p^d.'* ^ 

^* O ] then I fliall make my efcape — fly from the 
*^ country — ^and never fet my foot in it again.'*— 
^^ You may try — but will probably not find it 
^« ^ very eafy to efcape from the kingdom if I forbid 
^* it/' A little while after, notwithftanding the 
- watch 
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lffatcdwkeplrrcBp8nther^r:fiiexIU'e^ and at the- . 

.•i^feafiwjtoiidcfcipe feomyoiiT'dcm than you 

.*^ fbppbfexW^j !8he^ dcfired this book might ^tfe 
ihewn'to the King, and, as a curiofity, they fent 
iti She thbfa went to Denmark, and fettled tor- 
iclf at iGo^nhagen, where ihe was known,, antd 
liccdvcd wdbtlx great appliaufe, when the King niaide 
her propofiUs to return. At firft fhe tixated tfikM 
with difdain, but having at length obtained 'the 
fum demanded, flie retufnfed to Stockholm; t6 
«hjoy the :trrDm|dl and congtatulations tbaf 
jlwaited b^r. Befid(^s thefe three exhibitions )]hbre 
IB a fouttk, fimilar to that of the Boulevard^ lit 
'Paris, where they perform only detached ibenes 
of fmali operas atid ferdes* This is opfen'onlyiih 
fikmlner, the a6t6rs being drawn from the inferior 
part of the French cofaipMiy. They perfohJ^ ih^^ 
pavillion built by CJ|nccn Chrlftina, in the nric^ 
of a large garden at a comer of the town. Here 
&e is faid to have diverted herfelf in fecret with 
her fiydurites ; and as it was originally dedicated 
to pkafure, it has never been perverted feom fllfe 
purpofe of its inftitution. They exhibit twice a 
Week, dtiririgthe nights on i which there • is no 
performance at the theatre. ^ Tht <pOTafanyiiibtt* 
ble \xx\ the walks towards night, and whcn^ ttey 
are^wearied, retire into the pavillion, wjiere^tdiey 
purchafe/l-efircfhments, and ard cntcrtaiijcd iwfdsh 
fongs andThumourousreprefentations- .' 't[ •! 

- ' ACADEMT 
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bib u I .; Tlie * AcadSmx of -SdciKCS "wteiiiJt 
AciAa)EMY ftltuted in 1 73gr ind • hcddsuts jxi^ttl 
if r>7 ^or tings at Stockholm.: Tli^ir memcrir^^ 
StiiNCES* as the celebrated tranflator ©bferres; 
in-; pjrove them to have direAed. theii^ 

atjDention " to every thing that could contribute 
^hio the good of their country." Agrtciilttlrfe 
smd mechanics, two fciences eminently int^- 
Jrefling to this kingdom, have been the chief toti- 
jiifts of their refeaarches. The ^depbpulsftmg 
wars of preceding ccnttiries had prevented all 
prt^cfs in the former* and the igiicranbe qfiht 
inhabitants, nearly approaching '- to ' barbartfitt^ 
wa^ to be conquered only by vigotous and* aWe 
endeavours. For .fome years the moft beneficifl 
^ffefls have arifen from their exertiong : sutid feve- 
ral individuals encouraged by the prizes of tlife 
^' Patriotic and Agricultural Society,*' hlarve given 
^eat affiftance to the general defign. 

This coileftion contains an ihi- 
Ri&pasiTORY menfe number of models of new or 
^r . OF improved inftrument^ and' ma- 

MACHINES, chines, and proves the foeiety tb 
have made fome laborious and fn^- 
ccfsfiil advanced in the fcience of mechanicg. 
Belides thofe of agricultural ittflarumcnts, horn 
ar4 many models 6f very curious machines \iiSe& 
in the operations of the mmes. One Polheim^ am 
able engineer and mechanift, his rendered hifl|- 
felf very eminent throughout the-kingdonv iiAr 
vi-ia--,.. ' his 
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His ingenious inventions of this Tort. And ano- 
ther mechanift, called Thunbergj a man ik)w 
above eighty years old, has invented many mills 
and curious hydraulic machines, both for agri- 
cultural purpofes and the fervices of the mines. ' 
The ftupendous works at Carlfcrootij which J 
hope foon to dcfcribe to you, are under his direc- 
tion. 

The Obfervatory is a 
The Observatory, lofty and beautiful build- 
ing, raifed upon a ro^k at 
the extremity of the city, and furnilhed with a 
great number of excellent aflxonomical inftru- 
ments of all forts^ Here the Academy of Sciences 
, hold their meetings. 

This. academy was inftituted 
Academy of by Count Teffin in ^739, and an 
Painting and exhibition is every year made of 
ScuLPTui^E. their performances. I faw many 
.paintings which had obtained 
the premiums, and which appeared to me tole- 
ra,Uy good ; but my admiration was moft e;xcited 
by fome pieci?s of fculpture, executed by a Swede 
named S^r^^/, who. forms his tafte by ftudying 
the chefs-d'oeuvres of antiquity at Rome, and 
thofe of uiodern times in France* The King took 
him laft year to Italy, that he might perfeft him- 
fdf by a fecond view of thofe remains q]F antiqui- 
ty,' which had more than once ferved him as mo- 
dels. He is the pupil of a Frenchman, nan^ed 
Archeveque^ who has left at Stockholm two fine 

fpecimens 
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fpcdmeiis of His performances ; the one a ped6f- * 
trkn ftatue of Gu/iavus Vafa^ in the ancient habit, 
and with a long beard, placed before the hotel of 
the knights of the eqiieftrian order ; the other an 
e^tieftrian ftatue reprefenting Guftavus AdolphuS 
in the Roman habit. Both thefe are of bronze, 
and the laft, which I few in the workfliop, is in- 
tended to be placed in the center of a large iquare 
fronting the palace. Of this ^juare, which is not 
yet finiflied, the opera-houfe will form one fide, 
a palace, which they are now building for the 
princefa Albertina, another, and a third will be 
formed by the caftle, feparated from it by a ca- 
nal with a bridge of feVeral arches. 

But, however elegant thefe ftatues may be, the 
cohrioifleurs fpeak much more highly of an equef- 
triaii ftatue in the fquare of the four palaces, fo 
called becaufe each, fide is formed by a fingle 
palace. This is a bronze ftatue of Frederic the 
Fifth, father of the prefent king, erefted at the 
expence of the India Company, and modelled by 
a French fculptor, named Sally, brought hither 
to execute it at a great price. 

Their moft efteemed painters are a young man, 
nkmed Pafch^ who fucceeds tolerably well in por- 
traits ; and Mr. Rofaline, who by a long and la- 
b6rit)us ftudy at Rome, has raifed himfelf much 
.above the rank of common artifts. He gives a 
greht deal of grace to his figures, and a charming ' 
' G colouring" 






eolduifijig to th« whole ; but his chief endlctyce 
IS in the draperies* Tbe pc^rtraits of the Royal 
fkmlly, do;ie bf hia hand, rathev give oae a» 
opinion of h^ ftifl a» a pamter than of any for- 
tUA^te power of obtainit^g a likend's. — ^The patBt-* 
mgs of as old snaH, whefe name I have fbrgot^ 
are alio much coxnmeaded. 

ii^ an ^^lanmeHt ^ the cafiie I was fliewn bufts^ 
of the I^g) C^ef B, and X^chefe of Suderoiania,, 
all gr^at lihenefi^, and a V^nus done after that of 
BStedick, by the S^^ whom I before mentioned. 
The Venua has this fingularity^ that the head is a 
portra^ of ode of the fin^ women in Stockholm* 

A curious miniatvire |>aintai by Hoyer, a Sane^^ 
€n:nameots the King^s private cabinet. It repre- 
&atia the flat^^iew between his Majcfty and the 
£n3tpre& qf Ruffia in Finland in 1 783. The whole 
eompoiition was defigned by the King, and the 
figui^ are (aid to be perfi^ likene&s* 

I am, &c. &c. 
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Copenhagen, Ndwr. .... 1 785V 
MY DEAR WR.IBND^ 



A, 



.MIDST the bufeiefi and 
diverfions of thjis place, I am happy to find op- 
portunities of writing to you, in continuation of 
' thofe 
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th6ft ildccmfits wMdi you have alftfskly fiftvoured 
Vfiib fo flattering a reception. 

7%fe qutf which lines t&e port of StiMJibdill is 
cS ixtnofdkizty br^dtH^ &nd about a fpiTOttcr of 
a kagutf in length. It is boifdered by ttl^ bcfau- 
t¥ta\ bou£», and by one &ie of the caftle^ while 
an immen^ numbei* of vefib!?, ntdged along its 
iide^^ Ind the Ifle of Admir^y, of wliicli th^re 
is U Iriew; cdntribine to nteke it a very bKereft^ 
ing icend. 

The HhM is tonfide^ed a^ a pait of the dty, 
and «6ntiins a doek-yard^ docks and nnagazines 
f&t the tece|ftidii arid eqroipment of the gaifeys^ 
cifenis for the cdrps of tnaorines^ and the elegant 
h6^fes ^ the Admfiral Nffrtb-jinker^ conanoandeir 
df the port and dock*.yaf d, and of the other prin- 
cipal officersv On one fide of it is a very high 
rtfdk, upon the top of which ftands an oldcaffle, 
formerly the defence of the port, but now fiif- 
fercd to remain in a very mmous ftate, a new 
one hating been built at the entrance of the 
Scheeten. My friend Monfieur V . . . D. . . B . . . 
iMroduced me to Admiral Notth-Anker, a very 
meritorious office^, to \<4iom the marine is in- 
debted for fereral eixcellent regulations, and for 
an able work printed at Stockholm, in 1774, en- 
titled, « A Treatife upcm the neceffity of fup- 
*<^ porting a Navy, and exercifing the Seamra.*' 
He permitted me f 6 take a tiew of every thing 
remarkable in the ifland, and appointed an officer 

G a who 
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wh<3 had ferved in our navf» indipoke DaOhy 
to attend me. 

The galleys are ufed upon the lake Malem, 
amdngft the rocks calledi Scbeeren^ and on the 
coafts of Finland. They are fafe only in favour- 
able weather, as they can by na means bear a. 
high fea or a firong wind. Their principal ufe 
is in tfanfporttng ^ro(^, who are frequently 
exercifed and inftnnfted to row them^ the num« 
her of flaves being far from fufficient. The mo-^ 
del upon which they are built was brought from 
Ruflia, and they are fo conftru^led as to be taken 
in pieces by the ^ilors, and placed on board men 
of war, in order to be launched in Ihsdlow ieas^ 
and parts where the navigation is rendered danli^ 
gerous by rocks. I went on board one, which 
had fbmetimes carried the King in his voyages to 
Finland. This was made for fifty oars, and wa^ 
then in the dock-yard to be refitted. The others 
were in their feparate docks, and, I therefore, 
^d not fee them ; but they are of 28, 32, 36, 
40, and 44 oars, of which the largeil carries a 
twenty-four pounder in the bow, and the finallefir 
a twelve pounder. Thcry are in all 58, and four 
of them are fo conftrufted as to ferve either for 
frigates or galleys asoccafions require. To the 
whole fleet belong feveral prames armed with 
cannon, a couple of brigan tines, a bomb-ketch, 
and feme floops ,for the purjpofe of reconnoi- 
tring. ; '.. 

General 
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liOelusnilvCkmiit E-i^enfw'sird, fo well teiewh -for 
his fortifications in Finland, fu^efted the ftruo' 
tnreiand ufe of thefe galleys, which he has admi- 
jKriblyjadapted to the difficult navigation of' the 
SM^ed^ coafts. 

. They flxcwcd me here a yacht, caHed the Am* 
phion, iQ which the long tn^tkes his pafikges to 
]^i|il.a9d or C^arlfcroon, when galleys arc riot to 
b^ ufed. It is a. beautiiyl ve£lbl, fomething re- 
f^nbling our Buyfen-yatcbts, but without the raifed 
awning: the dining«>room, bed-room, and writ- . 
ingdcrfet richly ornamorted, and furniihed with 
an el^ance vecy un^c^mncni. 
: The garrifon^is by xio means firong at Stockt 
holm, being <x>mpofed only of the foot-guards, 
light-horlh, a part of the riegiment of artillery, 
and a. corps of horfemen felefted from the younJ 
gsep branches of the firft families, two of whom 
always efcort the royal family, .In this - capital^, 
as in all cities at whitb courts refide^ £hows, balb^ 
affemblies, and gaming prevail in the winter* 
Notwithftandinjg the Ihartnefs of their fommer, 
the Swedes ar-e very fond of the country,- and 
delight much in the pi£hirefqu^ appearance of 
their provinces, to which they fly fram Stock- 
holm as foon as the feafon permits* On this ac- 
count, I &w only few pec^le of faflxion, the 
greater part haying retired to their eftaftes, or to 
fome of the quneral waters with which Sweden 
^bounds. A large party of the nobility were 

V this 
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this fummer at Medivi, a place celebrated for its 
«raters, where the Princefe Albertma then t€&diA 
for the benefit of her health. 

The king, when at Stockholm, lives very &. 
miliarly with his fubjefts, frequenting the af- 
iemblies of the nobility, and even of the Sour^ 
gwisy and viiiting in all r^^^b like a private per- 
fon, in which charader, upon thefe oceaflons, 
he is defirous of being received. No expenc^ hy 
however, ^red to render the court brilliant. 
IGs Majefty gives particular encouragement to 
pubEc ipeAades, and thore is an opera now |n 
preparation, entitled Gufiavus Vafk, compo&d 
upon a plan fuggeiled by himfelf. The mufic is 
by Natfmanj mafter of the chapel to the EleAor 
of Sixony, and a painter has been obtained from 
Italy to execute the decorations. 

7^c Queen is a perfeft Danifh beauty^ with a 
>#dF pomj^exion, bhie eyes and blond hair. Her 
pdpfon is ftately, and there is no refbnblance be- 
tween her and her brothei" the JCing of EJenmark. 
As &e fees bo company daring the abience of the 
Cng, I had not the honour of being prefented ; 
but I faw her at the comedy, furrounded by the 
whole court in the national drefs, and have fre- 
quently met her uponf the promenade, accom^ 
pani^d only by one lady, and fblk>wed biy a lac- 
quey. Her manners appeared to be very amiable, 
and &c h certainly miKh beloved-*-! was pre^ 
^ ■ fcnted 
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ygare old. He is of a vtty weak^ fcottiftitutiiini 
but appestrs to ^are itaade coii&lerable ad* 
YViqcB £oi kis age^ Our txmvcriatm was m 
FretK^* He t^a^ drefibd ki t^ tiat^ohai habii, 
which ikt very becomingly upoA hkn. The Ba^- 
xpn de Spaar, hifc goVcrilor ^ ii a very weil-bred 
tnah) and has the rqmtation of pofieffing ill tht 
qualities requifitt for the education of a ptihot 
deftined t6 the ihwrne* A young prince who£| 
robuft make feemed td indicate a Idngei* lifei^ 
died mwh ii^etted^ In the kft ycKar* Since hU 
4eath^ the Prj^ce Royal alone remaii^j^ t^ thft 
hopes iDf the natiojti, the Buke, of Stkdittuimii 
having no duldren^ and Prince Fr^ideri^ Wtst^ 
iinmaTried. Thefe txVo brother* were Upon 4 
journeykto the country, and I had, tJberef^^ 
no opportunity of feeing them* 
. ^he habit of the coutt^ both Ibl* gentlemen 
and ladieii^ is blacky with fsicings of ^ fl&tne tolour^^ 
^ fatiix* On grt^fc day«.c^ery bDfdy ^xppmt^ m 
&x!ms of this colour^ and whic^ ; btt thofe whd 
do ixot go to court, or have not been prtfented^ 
wear any colour indifferently* iJ& kdied of 
Stockholm wear, the natiot^ habit, but th0^ 
who rank with nobility, or have been prefented 
at court by virtue pf the eiBploynerents of fh6ir 
huffcuids. ^1 the :pther& are dreflS^ iii the 
French fa&ion, as in the other parts of St«redm. 
'jThis national dre& is conftantly worn only by 
the men j the women have laughed at the de- 

cree^ 
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cree, and tke habit,, if adopted at aU, has fiiice 
been generally, (tejefbed. 

There are fome pvkltic walks at Stockhohn, in 
which the gay wwld afiembles towards evening. 
Befides that of Queen Chriftina, there is anno^er 
of great beauty, being formed of large alleys and 
arbours of linden trees, under the ihade of which . 
a vaft number of people are continually pafiing 
without diftindion of rank. Along thefe alleys 
parterres of flowers of all forts offer their fcents 
to the paffengers, and thofe who are weary of 
the crowd, may enjoy the retreats of many 
fihiady bowers, enlivened by the fongs of pume* 
rous birds. The nightingale alone, of all the 
^^irds known in Holland, is not found here : her 
vifit extends no farther than Scania, and e^en 
there, the fong is by no means fo Ipirited a^ in 
more fouthern <:ountries. j 

Iq an inclofure of a fuburb on the outikirts of 
the city, the King has a finall pleafure*hdufe, dp* 
Ughtfully fituated upon the bank of a canal> con- 
nefted with the lake Malern. Here the woods are 
divided into charming walks, terminating in pic^ 
turcfque points of view. The admirers of rural 
fcenery ai*e much attraded tpthis fpot, which the 
King has permitted to be opened for the reception 
of the public. It is ci&^d Car/berg. : 

I muft not forget to mention a fuperb park at 
the gates of Stockholm, in which alfo the inhabi- 
tants enjoy fome charming' walks. It is upon the 

banks 
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^tHka'ei one of the canals of Scheef^iTj ^^h<l1i6. 
tweea:'the trees you catch a tranfient view of aH 
the veffsis: enteriiag <)f going out of the '^ port, 
which are obliged to d<mble iSxe points of thefe 
iilanife. Here there are federal houfes of enter- 
tainment, at which dinners, and all forts of re- 
frefhments ar^ to be had. The park is Very large, 
and planted with trees of various kind^, the roots 
of which feek their nourifliment in the fiflures of 
the rocks. In ain-indcrfure of this park is a pavi- 
Kon, or rather pleafure-houfe, the ufe of which 
the King has given to Mr. de Sprengporten, whb 
fo much diftinguiflied himfclf in his favour; ait 
the head of the Finland corps, on the day of the 
revolution ; he is aged and infirm, but has twt> 
l>rothers*, one in the fcrvice of Holland, the 
other envoy extraordinary to the court of Den- 
mark. 

At the extremity of another feburb, there is a 
iniiieral fpiing, to which they attribute fome good 
qualities. I iawfeveral drinkers, who were ap- 
parently of the inferior daffes, and UiiaWe to bear 
the cxpencc of more diftant remedies. Yoii 
would be furprifed to findhowmuch a Gool&uiu 
tion is fought after herer, and will fcarcely believe 
me, when I tdl you, that in the months of June 
and July, the heat is ahnoft infupportable. At 
that time the fun is almoft ahvays above thehori- 

♦ The firflr is now in the Ruffian fervice, an<i the latter received the ap- 
pdintttieatof ambai&dor in 1788. 

zon. 
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{2^5 and the natural warmth of ia$ rays iai 



creaCed by rcfledtcm from the rocfai* But^ nab- 
withftandiag the heated fiate of the atmdpheh: 
in the 4vy time, tthe • nights are cxcefiively. dxil, 
ands I thii]dc, ccJder in proportion to the hesit tt 
the days. The oUiquity of the fiia's courie at 
thig elevation of the pole> oa:afi(ms him to re- 
main long about the limits of the hcmson^ andl 
then the ut begins to cooh 

Such is the dearneis of the nights, that during^ 
the whole time of my remaining at Stockholm^ I 
could have read by midmght the fmalleft writiogr; 
a fort of continued day, which is of great affiftanct 
to thofe who aire induced to traverfe the codnttf 
at this feafon of tht y^r* ^ : 

The King, when in Swedati^ 
Drotningholm. ufaally pailes the fummaf iR 
_ Drotningholm^ a feat abottt tw^ 
miles from Stockholm, upon th€ banks of the 
lake Maiern. The voydge is made in fmaB IsdUng 
boats^ there being no acceis but from thd lak9, 
which is here very narrow, at mok not ab«>ve ^ 
quarter of a league in breadth. This fliort navj- 
gation, however, in windy or rainy weather, efc 
cites a great deal of d^feontent among the fDreigfi 
mini&ers, and others who are obliged to pay thd^ 
attendaiKe at court two days in a week. Jb ord^, 
therefore, to fpare them this inconvenience, a 
bridge is conftrufting atimmenfe expence and 

trouble. 
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iroebkd 1^ read te to be mttde b)^ blowing 
cMtmy fodksi and mufi aftcopwarck ba ftacu-ed from 
4^tM»m, by lavgi^ dikes. 

H>«tliie Ibat is very baaut^l, and dxmtiiiH many 
richly fbrniflied apartments. In it are a library, 
a* oibinet of natural hiftory, another of ancient 
^md modern medalsi, with a colledtion of original 
Flemifli) Dutch, and Italian paintings. The whole 
was brought together by the Queen's mother^ fit 
ter to the great Pruffiaii Frederic ; a Princefs who 
united an hereditary elevation of foul, with a 
fondne& for the fiudy of the fciences, and a tafte 
for the fine arts. At a confiderable expence, ihe 
/made feveral elegant and complete coUedions, 
and inftitutcd an academy of belles lettres, which, 
during her life, held its meetings at Drotning* 
holm* 

The gardens are large, and the walks well laid 
Mt, though with fomething too much attention 
t<> unifiirmty. In one quarter, called CarOmiihe 
CSiinefe manner has been exadly imittled A liafgb, 
pavilion, furrounded with a dottn feiz^lar oiies, 
Mch ftted up, and deftined for feme tepattttuk^ 
has very mfuch the air of a Mandarin's reiidence. 
One of thefe contains a con^pleat fbrgeand wotk- 
fliop, with the necef&ry af^atas for making 
loeks^ an art in which the kte S^g was iaid to 
excel, and which, with fome of bis farvouritet , he 
frequently exercifed here. The other pavilions 
are i^rni&ed as bed-rooms, or rooms for lupper, 

dancing, 
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dancing, or okKdSp The furniture was brdii^ 
from China, and is the moft ff^dndid Chat coulil 
be obtaiiied. Here the King fometimes gives f6U9l 
and theii the iK9lets, p^ges, and lacqueys are drefi; 
ed entirely in the Chinefe taftc.^ 

But what ftrudk me as moft admirable at Drot^ 
ninghoim, was the iinguhr contrail of tree^ and 
flowers, with th^ barren roc|cs by which they stft 
furroundedt 

I am, &c. 
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Copenhagen: Nov I785^ 

MY DEAR ?aiEND, 

HE charitable inftitutioliB 
eflabliihed at Stockhdm do honour to human na- 
ture. They boaft two houfes for the reception of 
orphans, a foundling hofpital, and one for gra- 
tuitous inoculation. Of the firft, one was fou|i4- 
cd in 1732, at the expence of the city, and the 
other in 1755* That for foundlings was ellablifh- 
cd in 1753, % ^^^ iree-mafons. There are alfo 
-two l;^ing-in-hofpitais, of which one was founded 
in 1774, by Ranter om^ a phyfician, but was foon 
after adopted by the patriotic fociety, who have 
charged themfelves with itsfupport ; andtheother, 

in 
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V^^nutatioa of ib good an exataiple, by the mz^ 
^J^rsitm qf the city. In tfaefe a certain number of 
\^«g^df)en are received during their iUneis, and care 
is^t^kea of tho& children who£e mothors are una- 
ble to nurfe them. Befides theie inftitutions^ 
there is another, called the Cdlege of Medicine, 
whofe general utility and benevolent purpofes can 
never be fuJGEciently praifed. It was eftabliih^d 
by government in 1698, and is tompoied of a 
prefident, fix afleifors, three profeflbrs, twoaffift- 
ants, a fyndic and fecretary. who all refide in the 
capital. Forty phyficianrf, deputed by this col- 
lege, and paid by the ftate, are fent into the dif- 
ferent provinces, in order to give attendance to 
the poor gr^atis. The fund for the fupport of this 
inftitutioh is raifed by a fmall excife upon wine 
and brandy, and a cuftom duty upon the importa-^ 
tion of coffee. Out of this fund all neceflary 
medicines are fupplied, and, in general, the whole 
^pencesof illnefs defrayed. An eftablifhment, 
formed in 1774, for the benefit of thofe afflifted 
by the Cyprian diforder, is not to be paffed over 
without its fhare of praife. Mr. Hahnan, one of 
the phyficians of the court, is appointed to the care 
of patients of this clafs, and three apothecaries are 
ejkgaged to furnilh medicines at coft price. Stock- 
holm has alfo its hofpitals for the cure of the 
ufual diforders, and fome houfcs for the relief of 
jtheppor. 

Your 
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Tour dbfervations upon the hofpitafity of thfr 
Swedes are exceedingly juft. This country, oil 
account of its foil, fituadon, and dfmatc, is not 
Kkdy to become the refidcncc of ftrangers, or, 
indeed, to be often vifitcd by travellers. A jour. 
Hey into Sweden, undertaken for the mere pur- 
pcrfe of viewing the country, is abnoft a ph«io- 
menofjt; on which account they are very Htde 
ftibg^fttobe the dtrpes of thofe adventurers fo 
common in places of puWic refort. Hofpitafity fe 
one of the firft virtiics of mankind, and can ne- 
ver be deftroyed but by treachery and diftrujft. 
It is here univerMy praftifed, and amongft pe^e 
of diMftftioft isf rendered ftiH more pleafing by 
their agreeable eafinefe of manners and great na- 
tural poHtendfs. 

You have, indeed, Ibme ground for fuppofing 
^ That the bawennefe of the country muft take 
^* much horn the picafiire of travelling/* At 
firft, the unufual breadth of the roads, the foreftjs? 
of lofty firs and enormons birch-trees through 
which they are cut, and the frequent views of 
woods, h&esj, rocks, and rivers, ftrjke the ima- 
gination, and raifr the mind ; but the tedious 
length of thefe forefts, the perpetual famenefs of 
verd,ure and folitude, and the profpecl of a defo- 
late uninhabited country foon fubftitute fadnefs 
for fubKmity, and make you feem as if you was 
alone in the world. Although thefe forefts, cfpe- 
cially thofe of Dalecarliay abound with wild ani- 
mals. 
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iiaals, 1 faw very few in my journey: the dksf, 
bears, and foi:es, to avoid the attacks of hunters, 
remain in thehigheft and moft inaccefiible places ; 
but herds of hinds, and ftags are fbmetimes feen 
at a diflance, feeding between the trunks of the 
firs upon the fcanty mofs which grows upon the 
rocks. Twice alfo I faw fome foxes, nearly 
white, and fome hares of the fame colour. 

I left Stockholm about three o'clock in the af- 
ternoon, having firft dined with Mr. V . . . D ; . . 
B. . . who, to fave me the trouble of being ex- 
amined as a traveller, politely took me in his car- 
riage beyond the barriers of the city. 

That night I flept at Upfal, the 
i?«LoviNCE capital of Upland, and the feat of a 
OF celebrated univerfity. Itftandsatthe 

Upland, diftance of feven miles from Stock- 
tJpsAL. . holm, aiid the road to it lies through 
W. a cultivated country, in which great 

quantities of excellent corn, efpecially barley and 
rye, are annually grown. I arrived there at about 
^even o'clock at night, and happily avoided a 
terribly ftorm which came on immediately after- 
wards. At my inn I found a good bed and fup- 
per,, provided for me by Mr. V . . . D . • . B . . . 
wfto had fent an exprefs from Stockholm to 
order it. 

r had a letter to Mr. Menan3erhielmy profeflbr 
of aftronomy, from Monfieur Mufchin Pujkin^ the 

Ruffian 
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Rufltan minifter in Sweden, whom you knew at 
the Hague, and^whofe fon is a ftudent in the uni- 
verfity ; to Profeffor Lhmausy fon of the cele- 
brated Linnausy Mr, Afzeliusy experimental lec- 

^ turer in chemiftry, and the librarian Mr. Vileniusy 
I had alfo letters from Mr. Wahrendorfy Mr. Grille 
other perfons. 

I had much pleafure, on entering Upfaty to 
think that I was then in a place which had \)Q,tn 
honoured by the refidence of the celebrated Lin- 
naeus ; and from whi<;h, as from a center,^ the 
rays of his knowledge expanded over the whole 
circumference • of Nthe globe. In this there was 
alfo a mixture of national feeling. 1 recolleAed 
how much my country had contributed to the 

^ perfefting this great^ man ; and that under the 
famous JBoerhaave he had fiudied all the plants 
and herbs of Holland, Mr. Clifford having fur* 

^ niftied him with the opportunities a;id conveni- 
encies of ftudy. On this account, I pcrfuaded 
myfelf that the Swediih nation in general, and 
this univerlity in particular, mud feel a fort of 
gratitude which would enfure a favourable re- 
ception to every Dutchman who fliould arrive 
at Upfal. 

The morning after my arrival, I difpatched my 
letters, and defired to know when I might pay 
my refpecls to the feveral gentlemen. Mr. Afzelius 
and Mr. Menanderhielm, jun. came to me imme- 
diately. Mr. Afzelius politely affured me that his 

time 
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timci and endeavours were at my femce ; ind Mn 
Menanderhielm told me that his father, being in- 
difpofed, had taken the t>pportunity of a vacation 
to drink the mineral waters at Saterbronn^ in the 
mountains of Dalecarlia. He then joined with 
' Mr. ^zeiius in offering me his fcrvices, and they 
began by edftdufting me towards the library. 
We "had before fent a meffage to Mr. Vilenius, 
the librarian, with the rank of profeffor, by whom 
we were met and conduced into two large apart* 
ments, in which the books are depofited. 

This, according to Mr, Vilenius^ 
Library, contains 40,000 volumes, diftributcd 
into claflfes, of which that of philofo- 
phy is the moft complete.'* At the two ends of 
thefe apartments, are placed the ftatucs of Gufta- 
vus Adolphus and Charles the Eleventh, the 
principal reftorers and protestors of this univerfi. 
ty, which was firft founded in 1478. After re- 
ceiving fome endowments and privileges from 
Guftavus Vafa, it had been neglefted for feveral 
fucceeding reigns, but was at length reftored by 
Guftavus Adolphus, who prefented it with the 
libraries taken in his wars, which he always care-- 
fully prefervcd jfrom the pillage of the foldiers. 
From Charles it alfo received fome benefits and 
privileges. 

In a large coffer, filled with manufcripts, I was 
jQiewn the Codex Argenteus^ fo called becaufe the 
letters upon the parchment are all filvered. This 

H is 



IS a majiufcript of the fourth century, and om^^ 
tains a tranflation of the foi^r cvaogjelifts in^O;th(^_ 
Gothic language, by bifhop Ulphilus. Her^^^j^Q 
is prefer ved the inanufcript journal of Eric XJV^, 
fon of Quftavus Vafa, who was imprifoned apd. 
poifoned by his brother in the caftk of Gr\pJhQlf^., 
His fuperflition, which increafed almofl to liiM-f 
nels, is, fully recorded by this journal, where, at 
the head of each day of the weekj he has placec^ 
fume figns of the Zodiack, and fevcral hierogly- 
phic figures. The firft book printed 'in Swpden^ 
dated anno 1483, is fhewn here ; and a fine caj^i- 
net made at Ratifbon, which that city prefenfed 
to Guftavus Adolphus. It is compofed of inlaid 
work, and the workmanfhip, confideringifs date, 
appears, to be well c^cccuted. In it is a fine a^te, . 
curioufly painted on both fides, and fome curip^ 
fities, which would be more proper][y prefervp,(i 
in a convent thaw in an univerfity library, .3uicK 
are Judas's purfe, one of the pieces of filver ^re- , 
ceived by him for betraying our Saviour,. an<i thq 
flippers of the Virgin Mary. Remarking my fiir: . 
prife to the Jibrarian to find fuch things in fuch a 
place^ he laughed, andconfeffed the circumftance , 
was ridiculous enough ; but, fays he, thefe things 
were received in the cabinet,. and, therefore, csiur^ 
not well be . leparated from it. He thqn tool? . 
from a little drawer a carved cherry-ftone, con- 
taining a coach with fix horfes, a coachman, po^ 
tilion, and lacqueys, and two perfons feated in the 
I infide ^ 
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infufe ; a Wbrk eM^^ in ivdty by tlie- 

famoiis'gener^riBlanV^:^^ The apartments are or- 
nkmWfed'by a complete hiftbrical cofleaion oif 
Swecufli medals in cabinets, and by feveral pof - 
ti*kits. amongffi which I diftingtiiflied that oJF' Aith- 
biil&op ^fblle^ the ftrenuous oppofer of Guftavus 
V^al^^ ' • ^ ■ 

^*' ' » During the abfence of Mr. 

GibserVatory. Menanderhielm,' the Obferva- 
tory, thaiji which none was ever: 
woijie furnifl^ed," was under the diredion of Mr. 
Prg^^m;!, who has the title of Obfervator. A 
peridiilum by Graham, a quadrant, a Gregorian 
telelcope, and a perfpective of twenty feet in 
length! by fioUond, are the only inftruments to be 
feen here, except three tin tubes ufed by Meffrs-. 
Maiipertuis, Celfius, Outhier, &c. in the famous 
operation' of meafuring a degree of the meridian 
at Tornes. They are preferved here in memory, 
of 'thi^fe great men, who, ; by ufingtheminan 
important and difficult difcovery, have entitled 
thefn toTome degree of veneration. 

My two guides intro- 
BoTANiCALijARDEiij. duccd me to Mn Lin^ 

»^r«-j-, to whom I preferit- 
ed my letter. He received me with much politp- 
nefs, and led me into the garden, the arrange- 

' : •Th^ pronunciation -is generaily Bonier, -' ' 

i\i it. He. 4ic4 ia the courfcof the fame year. - . , 

'• '^^* H 2 ment 
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ipcfit of wMch j lie faiidj was the feii^e as ir^ tliellfe' 
of hi^ fathf f. Kayiiig very little knowledge 6f 
hoitanya I ^as pnable to eftimate the m^nt of tl^W 
cQBeciion ; but a$ t^e plants are ^Si preferved a^ 
in th^ tiiT)^ pf ^hc la^e profcffor, it^ value \s 
probably vcjy gyeat, and regompenfes them for 
the uncommon attention they beftow upoij it. 
Moft oitho plants wljich Jive abroad w(th us, are 
here kept ia gre«n4w^fcs, ^d o«ver eocpofed 
to the open air. 

. The gaydea f$ enti^^Iy laid out in the Uutcli 
tafle, bjcing furrounded* with linden trees, and 
cKvided" by hedges properly cut. It is abo^t 
twice the fixe of the botanical garden at th^ 
Hague. Of the prefent profefflbr tinnai^s^ I 
have not mjuch to fay ; he was in Holland about 
two years ago,^ and you. probably few him. He 
is here thought much bdow his father xfs abilities. ^^ 
but there is a fifter who ftudies hot^iny, and hafr 
publiihed fbnie obfervationsthat are Wghly fpp^eif . 
of . - ' 

Near the botanical garden ia thecibiact pf n?i- 
tural hiftory, which is in great diforder, and very 
ill furniftied. 

This colledion was made by 

Cabinet Mr. Be'rgmann, the late profeffor 

. OF of chemiftry^ whofe d^th is muchv . 

Chymistry. lamented here. It is very curious^ 

and wcMTthy of its author, whom the 

Swedes^ 



6wed^ defersrediy praife^ aiid place among^ the 
firft rank of learned mtt. I heard fnuch aJfo of 
Prdffeflbi: M^nanderhitltn^ whofe' acqiiaintancc I 
afterwards obtaiiaed at Sdtsrbrenn^ 

Up&l, when I was there j cdntaiJlcd about feveri 
or eight hundred ftudents, attiongft whom I per- 
4ceived many Ruffians ; the number varies in difc 
fereht years; and, as in all bthet univerfities^ 
depends much upon the charafter of ;the pro- 
feflbrs. 

Of the three uliiverfities of SVireden this is th^ 
■chief; thcathers,are-r^A(9inI^iriland, 2in<iLundiA 
Scania ; the latter chiefly celebrated for the6l6gi- 
cal ftudieS- I vifited this in my journey through 
Scania, and projk)fe to give you fome account 
of it hfcreaJFter* 

. Thfe antiquities of Upfal attdits neighboufhoodi 
are Very tetilarkable. Till the 1 3th centuryj this 
was the refidence of the S^^difli kin^s ; and upoa 
a height in one corner of the city, are the ruins 
of a palace, which appears to have been of con- 
fiderable fize, and was ptobabJy in the days of- its 
ere<?Hdn a monument of gothic tafte and magni- 
ficericef. Great part of it was^ accidentally burnt iii 
the beginning of the prefent century ; they have 
rebuilt one fide with ftone, and in this is the re- 
sidence hi the provincial governor, as well aS 
fome dungeons ufed for prifons% 

The cathedral, which is the fincft church in 
Swcd^n^ well delerves notice. Formerly the ce- 

remonv 
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i^^i»«pi7^.o£>CQronation was {^orfefmedtlhifltlbut 
Ulrica. EleoB0ra, younger After of Gh?aFlci* -^the 
Twdftb, wa» the laft who received a crowaiifiep^' 
,Her hteijband Prince Frederic of Hefie, watrtbe 
£rft king crooned at Stockholm^ . Asaojn^jthe 
vail nmqb^r of tonibs with which the chua^ch^is 
decorated, lobferved that pf Guftavug Vafa, iM^o 
is reprefented in an ajnpent h^bit reclining beti^^ftp 

. his two wives* ' Here alfo are the tombt. of f h^ 
celebrated diancellor Oxenfiiern and of G^tho^ie 
of Jaquelhn^ daughter of a king of Pdand^ md 
wife of Jdin the Third, fon of GuAaviis Vftfer 
lUie aihes of Eric the Ninth, furnam^ the Sait^it, 
repofe in a filver Ihrine reprefenting thex^thedrAl, 
?Lnd placed oa the right hand of the jdt^r h!ehii}4 
a large iron grate. He was flaln in a l^a^e.w^lh 
the Danes near Upfal, anno ii6q, and wii^a at 
firft interred at Qamle*Upfalay which I fliall foon 
defcribe to you, from whence his bonej w^f ^(TCf 
moved to this cathedral. 

An old trunk of a tree,, refembling ratli^.^a 
club than a ftatue, was fhewn me. as the imggei of 
Odin, who was formerly worihipped ip Swej^iii 
under the name of Thor. It was brought hfSfi^ 
^ter having fallen from a niche in the ileepli^.of 

. t^e church at Gaml^ Upfata^ and is a mere.blo^k 
of wood, carved at th? upper prt jntip. tfe^oECr 
femblance of ^ fac?» 

I looked 
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Jrifei^^itprefllve of iiheirtfpeft dvi^td^tti^iridlftd^ 
«f>i|LAftti3dus, aiid,iiot perceiihi^ a!iy,-fenquired 
4f mytonduAor whire it <w^as'. He told ttte thete 
^i^tid monument, ^nd he ifidttOt know in 

• wiitf« part of thtchArdi liinnaius'Wai^^'buned. 
"'iVfe, iowcver, began to fearch for It, ahd read all 
the^lnfcriptions upon the pavement. At lealgtli, 
-tipon* a fmatl ftone, half hid by a bench, we <Kf- 
^^V«red; ** Htc jatet LinnAus Prefejbt.*^ There was 

no cbara£kdftic epithfet or hlltericat infcription^ 
aad the grave was not to be diftitiguSlhed froin 
*b*t! o£ a common bourgeois. Happily, .bo^?^'tver, 
, iklfc ^fytne is ali»eady =diffufed by his wdfks, arid 
f^tteitber' nfionument nor epitapK are njeceflkry to 
^jfrttlongitr a confideration in whieh I loft the 

• paiti'at firft occafioncd by fuch grofs negleft. 

- ^> - GamleAJpfala, or Old Upfal, 

Olp? 'U^PSAL* (Gamk being the Swedifti word 

for old) is at the diRahce of a 

5 ldagtlfe%om thie dty. I went thither in <a fmall 

^coisnery calafh drawn by one horffe, the driver of 

' -^MeK places hintftlf behind. About twenty pea- 

' fimts houfescompofe the village, which is fituated 

•'tipi«i 'an eminence 'furtoujided by an immenfe 

-'iidihlS6r of ^ round ^«jwfrfr* of different fizes, and 

Ao'^u^ formed by the hand of man. The tra- 



b'^jfoc 



The original has monticules, 

ditional 
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tain the 1>pdi^.q£ their »»cient king4, an4pthffl* 
y^rerc ufibd 9^ j^ces. of ri^crificc ^o tb^ g^E^ -^S- 
yillage, the r^enceof tluefc kiogB, isi^rfi«d 
to. have exiftacjl .th^re before the birfh <?£ Ciw^ 
but there are no veftiges to confirm the ¥Qp€>«t' 
About a century before the Chriftiaa aera, t^hofe 
countries ^'^re fubdued by Odii), at the»head oi 
a people iffuing from the banks of the Ih^ ofijBth 
ri/lhenes : a low fquare tower, built of cormMto 
ftones, which ftill remains, is attributed to bdtt# 
^nd to this a church is added of the iame*mali&« 
rials, but of more modern confbru&ion, hanrw 
ing been bi^lt fo late* as ib^ eleventh ceiv* 
tiiry. ! 

In a field, at the diftance of half a league froiPft 
thence, I faw another monument of ax^tiquifey^ 
called Mofajieen : this is a heap of broken fton^, 
upon which the ancient kings ftood to b^rang^a 
the people, who bore them upon fliields froSQ 
thence to the^r palaces. The ftqnes aFe.iv>w.p©^ 
ferved in a hut, and upon them are th? half. oWl- 
terated marks, >yhich you are told, fo^pa^r^y ei&,r 
preffed the names of thefe kings, an^ €xtMiWte4 
their coats of armour, , . . . 

^ In the church of Gmle tjj/i/^,,! W»s|baii» 
the place from which the bones of Eric ^ Saint 
were removed to the cathedral of Upfal. lto|- 
this place, they fhew you upon a wall undcx H- 
yaultj^ an ill-£ha^ped ftatue, withfojpepldgildy^ 

upon 
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ttf«tf<lif/'*itidf'to'be ap aHcie5;it * rcprefetitatlbn ^f 
tfii^^ftteted king, but which I fliotild have tikth 
fcr foftte 4?*^ d'teU'Dre of modam awkwardneft, 
^rtr^wthan tShe prodnftion of ancient devotion. 
>feire sBfoi^wa§ ftiewn ihd ni^iie from ^hich fell 
fte' ciiJous image of Odih, -befcfre inentidned to ■ 
.you. .1 -».-•■ ' • •'• 

V lt»is%ovir time that I fhottW ^v€j6u fdttte ac- 
c6«it' of the dty of tJfriSl itfelf. This i& Toon 
do®e. ^ It has ncithei^ w^Bs/rampans, nor gates, 
^lid aB tb« buildings are of wood, except only 
the thurehes, the Obfefvatory, the town-houfe, 
and the houfes of the archbifliop, and a few 
^bers. It is fmall, containing,* perhaps, three or 
four thoufand inhabitants, and is fituated in a 
beautiful well cultivated plain, upon the banks 
of the finall n^cv Fyris, by which it is divided 
into two parts, the northern clitled Up/al, tod 
,the fouthern Fierding. Having no trade, it is in^ 
4*bfed f O" the • uaniterfity, the governor and the. 
cdie|;e$ which: form the goverhip^nt of Upland 
fof itB fiip^drt:. Two very remarkable cuftoiilaj 
i^imil^inf it : onejs^ that^ as % refotiree in cafe 
'€)f fire, the diAabkants are obliged to keep on 
each fide of their doors^ alargfe bairfcl filjed with 
iWiktii, tie frefcfaeft of which is preferved by the 
aontiiwaltfiiafctri^of fir branches, whofc verdure 
givts a'trheerfol- appeafanCe to the town. The 
Other, that' tlirM^ the >whdle day as ^xll a$ 
ii^bft there 13 a mato tralking upon the top of 

?i tower. 
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.a tower, to give the alarm upon the irft i^i^.* 
toms of fire ; suid that he maj be known to^ 
upon his poft, he is obliged to annouiKe tj^ya 
fpeaking^rumpet, every hour and half bour^ ^ 
firuck by the clocks An exceUent precaution4n 
a country where the houfes are of wood, atid 
the progrefs of fire fo terrible and rapid. 

Having fatlsficd my curiofity at UpfaSi I ^t 
out for the mines, of which^ I propofe to gfire 
you an actount in my next letten 

I am? &c. ' 
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Copenhagen, Dec. . . . 17?^, 



• MY D35AR.' FRIEND, 



A, 



.FTER leaving Upfii; I 
took the road for OJierby^ an ^ftate, and forge 
about' eight miles from the dty^ belonging to 
Meffrs. Grill and Pyll, from whom I had received 
an invitation. I arrived there at fcven in the 
evening, and leaving my fervant and voiturc iat 
thdihn; walked. to the manor Abufe, in wshiih 
Mr. Pyll refides. He received me with much po^ 
Jitenefsjiafifted upon fending for my voitUTC and 
fervant, a«d introduced me to "tim lady, wlwito \ 
found engaged jat t?a, with al^oiftt twenty; perfd|ia 

"" of 



ofl^W* iftjBpjmed, wer« iqtn.e d£ thfto/fio^rsiandiper^ 

^avjv^s," qjroe ieverry Sunday in. rthis.cereiiKHijal 
r4rff[i^,,tf>, f»fs:thf^ day with their, ^^^o?;**^ • After 
Wfffip :Mr..PyU k4niQ tp th^ apa^ttn/ent intended 
for ipe, -and from thence to th^ garden, in which 
If foi^nd all. the company zG^i^higd, There I 
. wj^ furprif€4 to fee in chefts,, the moft bcauteful 
orange-trees, fitron-trees^.a^d .othfif pi:odii<9ions 
of wajrna climates, which, however, J was told 
were only thus expofed foj: about fi;?^ weeks of the 
year, being pref^rved at oth^r time^ by the arti- 
ficial heat of greea-hpufes, . The ^garden is very 
beautiful, and the Dutch tafte has bgen exaftly 
imitated in th^ arrangement of it^ but I could 
p^rfceive neither peach nor aprigot in thfe open 
air. The gardener, who, like inoft of thofc of 
Sweden, had learned his trade in Holland, told 
I me Jthat, by? Ijjeayng the green-houfes in winter, 
. it,^as eafy to prefer ve them, an^ even to mak? 
^^fhem bloflbm, bi^t that no means had yet b^gn 
f Jo^d qf pbt^nfpg tlae fruit. The fyppcr was 
.,^h^fft*lr/ ^^ ^ .^^^ ^^ good-nature prevailed, 
tghig^ly prcfi^able to the artificial pplitcnefs and 
fi5Jl5gfince Qif Jiig^er ^ ranks. Ypu^know I h^yc 

^q rr_',.r^ . . . • ^^^ 

" '^ ^ FdtHn of ihi Mines, is a natftc pren in Sweden to vnj indiviAial; Utio, 
i ifWf ^*ft>r« in %• n^'sv:iiiis fl^ a forge efta^l^^ tipqn his fcnvp jcfetjes. 
, ^^ijjilfp fomctimcs beftowcd as a title of honour, and fuch are^thc tcrps 
^ i^fl/ •f<tbe Mine}, CaunfiO^r ^ dt Mines, and i^mfe Othei^ * * * ^ 
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fomc i^Kancc upon my Hull in phyfiognomy, wA 
i confefs to you^ that, though my ignorjince c$ 
thm language prevented my taking a part in tht 
cpnveriation of thcfe miners, I had no fcrupte td. 
believe them amongft the w^rthieil of mankind. 
They were cheerful, and I thought the goodoefe 
of their hearts made them alfo happy. The mi- 
niftcr of the place fpoke German, and, his wifc^ 
little French ; I Was feated between them, and 
they joined in giving me a moft enthufiaftic de» 
fcripticrt of the happinef^ of thefe good people, 
which they attributed to the paternal attention 
of their lords and patrons, in fuch a manner as 
to afford me the higheft idea of my hofts. When 
the clock ftruck ten they all retired, Mr. Pyll tdi-. 
ing me that the ne3?:t motning at feveft, th^ haU 
in which we had then fupped, would be the ge.- 
ner^l rendezvous for breakfaft, I llept, as yott' 
may fuppofe, very well contented, and at the 
jippointed time was received by Mr* and Mad, 
Pyll, With k' gentleman who has the f ank 6f coun^. 
feilor of- the miines, and his fon, 

Mr. Pyll politely accompanied me In his voi^ 
ture to the mine of DannemOra, which js ^bout 
a mile diftant. Here the ^x^ objeft which ftruck; 
my notice was, the wheel of ah hydraulic ma- 
chine, ufed to fecure the mine from inundations. 
Of this the diameter is forty-four feet, and the 
fell of water by which it is t&td upon, only one, 
JLt moves a fir ch^in of 6qoo feet, which, after 

drawing 
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df awi?^ th^ Wtt^ from tfee luine, forces* tc 

Th« mine i? entirely open at top, and thro^h 
thfi 4perturc» whic^ 19 n^awrly a qyartfrr of a les^e 
in drwmfetence, one may view every traitfitc-' 
tioft g^t tjjie l>ottpn3^, though at the depth of mor^ 
th^n 3PQ f<?ett!< .The whole opening is fufroudded 
by m^chinej?, each of wbigh is ilirniihed with 
pivots an4 p^ttey$, and i& put in motion by four 
horfes. Thefe are intended only to raife anA 
lower the utenfds and neoefi^y materials, but 
tth^ wcflrk-peopfe, both nfien and womes, geane- 
ratty arfcthb mode of ctoaveyince, aithou^ the 
barrels are liaWe to &e<^ent ac<?ctents, and ftair- 
cafes, as wefi 2k» kdder$, have, on this aceount^ 
been formed for their prote^lioft. h is^, indeed^c 
& femiliar to tlkotti, thtt: they iieyer place thww 
felves at the bottom ^f the barrel, but rejiiain 
upon the rim, holding the rc^ with one han<J^ 
and ^Img thie other to prevent the balret fKam 
being brofceti or caught by the rock, which might! 
othcjTwife overturn it. To men however, tfee 
very jfight bf people thus fu^osbded between htea- 
ven and earth wa* tcrribl* j and notwithftaodisgt 
my curidfity to examine the bottom of the nainc,. 
I could not be prevailed upon to rife the danger 
of the paffage. A ftory which I had j^. heajrd 
encreafed my fears. Not long before my arrival, 
a young girl attempted to afcend by the ufual 

• way;: 



rel, it was caugllt^aiklovertoptidd^by a, {^t<^9!^^ 
rocb^ andiJbeLgidy thrown ofi^ it, Mt'u|K]lti^ tKc 
edgd of ati&t)^ rode, where flie was {Ufp^ide^' ' 
atijhb height of an^ hundred ^feet. ^ Th^re flid^r^ 
n&ined for kdf an hour, in a iktimion Whe^tr^ 
theteaft motibn riiuft have precipitated hfer^ t^' 
the bottom. . She had, however, filfficieftt )pti^ ■ 
fence of mind tx) preferve exadtiy the fame lattli^c 
tude ; and wasiat length delivered by ropes" aii^'^ 
ladders prepared for her affiftance by the w^ffk-i 
meafi; The /common ntimber of p^&ttS wti^^^ 
afccnd by thefe barreU is three, but there are^ ? 
often four^.^d fometimes five; and^ a^ the bii*- 
rel isalwa^ fu& of ore^ it has happeiited that:ihe : 
rope has proved unequal ta the weighty xndtfte^ 
wretched paflengers have been da&ed in {^iec^^J 
Thefe accidents are by no moans tmfrei^enty^yi^^ 
tli^ labourers are not at all deterred, and the ktd-^ 
ders, which require a titde more time and iaK>uu - 
ble*, are ftiU unufed; Thofe who work at the 
bottom of the mine, are expofed alfo to other 
evils. In a defcent of three hundred feet, thi(^^ 
linalleft ftone, detached from^ the top, atqukes^' 
confiderable force, and becomes an inftrument6£ 
deftru&ion. Broken limt^, and even death, are ^ 
fo^Qietimes the effed of accidents of this fortV-^ 
, : * ^ whicfel 

* The perpendicular afcent is ufually performed in about four ojc fiv&<. 

. . ^ . • • " . ',■■.•' if ) I - 

mu^ute^. 
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^r^ich erea the eiipfd^vwho have *f afibrcti hy • 
th)^ faozi not jnuchto appreheiuL . 

The. labourers appeared oonteatcd and cheer* » 
fvi^, although their pay is exceedin^y finall, be- 
ing in ^fome inftances fo low as 'f foU f&r day. » 
LQ4giog, however, and a certain 'proportion of 
biread and brandy arc {wrovided for all. On Sun- 
days there is no work performed -in the mine, 
but fires are lighted to foften the ftone and faci- 
litsate the labour of the other days. Explofions 
of gun-powder are ufed every day at noon, dur- 
ingithe rq)aft of the workmen, to feparatc the 
rock at the bottom of the mine. 

Round the top of the opening, fcafibldings, or 
bridges of fame feet in length have been made 
to profed, ftir the convenience of receiving the ' 
ore> and to a&ft the workmen in their afcents ' 
andvdeicents. From one of thefe I few diftinclly^ 
eveisy tmnia&ion at the bottom of the mine, and* 
waa.aMb. witne& to the firange e&di pr6duced 
by an explofion of gun-powdcr. At this time 
the abyfs refeaihled the entrails of an inflamed 
volcano; the fcafiblding upon which I fiood 
{book, the whole mountain trembled, and I feem^ 
ed to be furroundqd with fiones, flame and finbke. 
Theiibock was fucceededby the ^ long rollings of 
iubterraneous echoes, which, with a found like 
that. of thunder, repeated the cralhes of the 
rocks and the noife of the explofions. I now 
trmbled for the workmen, who were eating . 

' their 
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tiieir mc^ at ^e bottom of the mine, but >b^9 
aflured that care hsd beca ttkcn to provi4e thciri ^ 
with ^pstrtmeatft, by rctirifig into which, they 
xnight avoid the danger. The operation itiHf b 
ab^^tel}^ neccflary, no tods beiiig able to pene- 
trate ^tjie rocks, which by thefe means are c^fily 
blpwja into -pieces. The ore, when obtained from 
the mine> is piled up in large heap&ia places ap<^ 
prppriated for its recepUon ; there it remaim tiH' 
winter, ami, when the furface of the earth is. 
well covered with fnow, fledges are ufed to trwf- 
port it to .the ,£org^$, at which it is fmeked, and 
the other neceflary operations performed. • 

Twdw:bundred njen are daily employed, eitfier 
in the ipine, or at the different exterior wdrlss. 
. The mines are. worked at the joint expence of 
many^ indivkjuak, bnt the forges are private pro. 
party. In the letter the s)etal ia entirely finiflied^ 
and ren4ercd fit for its removal to magaziiKS,^ 
where it is^iepoiited for exportation or home con« 
£umptionr ^ 

fi&^n forges, m^ of which bdongto Meffrs. 
Grill and Fyll, or to the Baron dt Geer^ are fup- 
plied with ore by the mine of Danmmora abme. 
Each forge employs a v^ft nnm^r of men, that 
of Q/^^y^alone requirilig fifteen or fixteen hun- 
dred labourers, and fevbral officers. 

Upon oiur return from Ofterby, wc again walk* 
ed in the garden, where, notwitMlanding the ri- 
gour 
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^(^ o£^e cliHiate, T&w mdbns tnA-ahonasy ^^ 
£1;^ sii any produced m HdBtocL 

.^Diftner was foon announced, and f exf^fled 
'w€ (bdukl immediately &at ouridves in tke par- 
lour where it was ferved. A little ceremony, 
tiowevep, whicih I could well have di^penfed with', 
was firft to be gone through. TTiey led itte into 
an ^kdjcicoBg apartment, in which ftood ^ lide^ 
boards well covered with glaffes, and pfetes of 
bread and butter, a flice of whidi^ with a glats 
of brandy, ^Jfcw taken by each perfon before go- 
i^g itito the dinner parkxin The cullom is com- 
mon throughout 2^ Sweden ; but in the houfes 
of perfons of high rank, Hqasur is fometimes 
fubfiituted fofc brandy. 

, After diuner my hoft conduftcd me to the 
forgp, a«d ex[dained every operation with great 
^taence. * Under this name Cfraiji briikj are 
comprifed all the buildings ereded for th^ dif- 
ferf nt xiperations through which the mineral paf- 
fcs, before it is formed into the lumps which 
they catt^^. It comprifes alfo all the houfes 
of the workmen and officers, which, with the 
tmiidiiigs, form a village difhibuted into feveral 
ftrajigtt ftreets^ each ornamented v^ith a row of 
bMuitiful trees- The village is called Qficrb^^ and 
it is a very pleafing, cheerful^ place, containing 
perj^aps two thoufand inhabitants. The houfes 
of jthe workmen ^re fmall neat habkatipns, ar- 
ranged between thofe of the officers, which are 

I larger. 
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larger, aod built at the extremitiefir of the ftrpcto* 
At the diftance of half a gun-lhot from the. vil- 
lage ftands the manor houfe, whichj^ Jikc all t][ie 
pdiers, is a wooden building, but has a ftcywi 
foundation and a handfome cupohr Two w^^ 
contribute to the npble appearance of the whole ; 
the one containing a fet of apartments /or flxan- 
gers, and the other a very beautiful church. If 
my curiofity was gratified by a view of the. dif- 
ferent works carried on at the forge, I h^d a ftill 
higher pleafure in obferving the good-humour, 
candour, and friendfhip, with which Mr. PyB 
treated his people, and the confidence w:hich» m 
thdr turn, they repofed in him. At the work- 
fliops, he appeared like a father paying a yifit to 
his children j rather than a mafter fup^rintending 
his workmen. The little tour which I took with 
him raifed my fpirits, and filled my heart with 
admiration. , . . . , 

After tea we went to fee the iron formed into 
pigs; an operation which is performed at ftated 
times, when all the heterogeneous matter, has 
been feparated from the metal. It is then made 
to run from the furnace in which it has beeu 
fmeltedi iffuing like a torrent of fire through a 
hole opened at the bottom, into moulds of iand 
prepared to receive it. Great care is taken to 
keep the moulds dry, as the leafl: damp makea 
them liable to fplit j and before the metal is per- 
mitted to run, they feparate from it the fcoria^^ 

or 



dt grofleir parts, which rife in a foam ab6\fe the 
liquid mafs. .Through another hole, contrived 
abovfe that by whicK the metal paffes, the fcoria 
is mad^ tolifue from the furnace ; and it is then 
formed by moulds into the fhape of bricks, in- 
ftead'of which it is afterwaMs ufed by builders. ^ 
. The next: morning I accompanied the gentle- 
man, whobi. I before nientioned as a counfellor 
of the iiiines, to fee the preparations making for 
a. wall, to be cohftrufted between the mine of 
Dannemx)ra . and a lake about a quarter of a' 
league diftant. The water that turns the great 
hydiyiulic wheel is obtained from this lake, which 
therets ifome f eafbn to fear may one day pene- 
tjfate. through the interfUces of the rqck, and 
drow^n'the whole mine* To guard againft this 
evil; they have made, partly by explofions, partly 
by hewing the rock, ah excavation of an afto- 
nifbing depth, in v/hich they intend to place a 
waH. madelof.yJr^n^g piled up and mixqd with 
limel/The walls of this fort are thus made; 
WBen the /c'oria are piled up, and the moiftened 
lifne has been properly intermixed, the wall is 
preflfed between planks fo placed, as to form a 
fort 'of double inclofure of the height and dif- 
tance defired ; the compofition is then left to dry 
between the planks, and when thefe are removed 
the wall is finilhed. The garden of the manor- 
houfe is' enclofed by fuch a wall, and Mr. Pyll af- 
'fured me, that by experiments made for feveral 

I 2 years, 
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years, the fcoria of iron are proved to be more 
proper f(X this purpofe than thofe of cqfiper. 

I remained at O/lerby that day and patt of die 
next, employing my^f in viewing a fecond time 
the operations of the forges, of wliich i tock a 
very exaft account. . My hafts ftrove to detain 
me with them for feveral days : but die mines 
of Fahtun and Sahla, the do(^ of Cadfooon, &c» 
were (HU unfeen, and I recdUeded that I had yet 
a long journey to make. On this account I re* 
fiifed myfelf the pleafure of a longer fiay. 

A few miles from Ofterhy there is a foundery 
ei cannon, belonging to Mr* Wah];^aidor£ From 
thence our republic received a great quantity in 
the laft war, and I faw there an officer of our 
artSlery, who was ftill empbyed ta examine and 
receive them. 

I left Ofterby on the third day after my arrival, 
and parted with great regret from my wortlhy 
hofts, whojfe kindnefs I can never fcnrget, and 
whofe attention to my convenience extended be- 
yond the time of my ilay amongft them. With- 
out my knowledge, they had ^aced in the boot 
of my voiture, fome botdes of excdlent wine, 
and a variety of good proviiions, by whidi for 
feveral days I was kept from lamenting the ^i- 
feraWe fare of the inns. ^ 

V Juft before my departure I dindd once mora 
with Mr. and Mad. Fyil, and fome of their neigh- 

^ boi£rs. 



( ^^7 ) 

bf9U];$, vliom I fomhd very cheerful, soodalik, a^d 
weU jqdw^ed. I arrived fooct after at Lof fia^ aa 
e$Ute lokd £orge. bdco^g to the Bi^n de Gctr^ 
tpowhom I*had been recommended, but who was 
uti^ipftuQately fr&m home, upon a vifit.to his 
Inrpther at iw» efiittes poflefled by the latter near 
StpfjkhoIiB. 

Of Loffta, however, I intend to give you fonje 
account in nay next letter. In the mean time I 
rmain, &c. &c. 
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MV PEAR FRIEND, 



I 



have yet fomething to 
Id), you of the mine of Dannemora, in addition 
to what you have already read upon the fubjeft. 
You are aware that nature has enriched this 
Iwg^om vrith a vaft number of mines of iron^ 
which n[ie|;al, ev^nin its pure fiate, is alio found 
in many of the rocks of Sweden and Lapland. 
The rich^ft of all tbefe mines is that ^ Danne- 
mora, which often yields at the rate oi 60 per 
cent, wliile the others afford only 30. The iron 
obtained from it is known in Europe under the 
name of Ocregrund iron, (a port of the Baltic 
Sea in the north of Upland) and is chiefly ufed 
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hy the EDglifli, who manufkdare it into tke 
ftcel fo celebrated for its elafiicity, iOxength^ and 
beauly of pofiQi, which they alone know how to 
^giveit. * 

' Tliie mine was fitfk difcovered in 1470, and the 
ore was then fold in its rough ftate, and unfmek- 
cd, to the merchants of Lubecj who fetched h in 
their veflels. Forges and hammer-mills were stf- 
ierwards confiru&ed under the rdgn of Oufiavus 
Vala: 

The iron obtained from Sweden undergoes 
three principal operJitions. 

I ft. The ore is extrafted from the mine. 

adly. It is {melted in the great farnace ; and, 

3dly. The iron is perfeded by the labours of 
the forge. > . 

Xarge quantities of wood and charcoal are con- 
fumed in thefe operations, which could not foe 
carried into effeft, or even fubfift together in the 
feme country, but for the abundant fupply of its 
fbrefts. The perfons concerned in working the 
mines, are for the moft part able to fmelt the ore, 
and form the. metal into jMgs; but this they are 
never permitted to do, unleis their own forefts 
are fufficfent to fupjdy them with fuel. Even 
thofe forges, which do not belong to the pro- 
prietors of mines, are obliged to receive their 
iron in pigs^ only from the mines to which they 
are affijgnedj and to make into bars no more than 

* ^ certain 
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a certain quantity proportioned to the wood tltef 
arc able to obtfun. 

Thefe pigs are oblong maffes, the weight of 
which is limited to three fchifp*. The annual 
produce of all the iron mines is computed at 
4oa,poo ichifp^ of which a tenth part, or 40,000 
fiila%9 is faid to be fumHhed in bars by that of 
Dannemora alone. 

The whole quantity is forged' and hammered 
by 566 hammer-milis, and 1007 of the finaller 
forges. Three hundred thoufand fclnfp are an- 
nually exported, and the remainder ccnifumcd in 
domeftic manufa&ures. 

The mines, fmelting-furnaces, and forges, af^ 
ford employment to 25,600 men. Of thefe 
4,000 are employed in digging the ore, and in 

the internal labours of the mines. 
10^800 in felling, cutting, and carrying wood, 

and making it into charcoal. ^ 
3,000 in fmelting the ore at the furnaces ; al* 
lowing 250 days, or forty weeks for 
fiiielting alone. 
1,800 in removing the iron from the fmelting- 
furnaces to the forges. 
600 in the caAiage of fend, gravel, and timber, 



* The fchifp is a Swedifli weight, which is greater or lefs in proportion 
to the iubfiances weighed. That here meant is equal to l6 lb. 

\ 4,©oo 
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Y^^O. inihe cpiiage o£ ijj^ocf^oqh&s of char- 
, coal, made from i ,260,000 cords of wpod- 
.a^4Po.».f(piBingtheiroxu ,» 



n^Q^T 



'^jM. t»6ffta> which is five miles to the north- 
ward of bfterby, I arrived about roidnij^, awi 
ftHtnd a t9|erab]7 comfortable inn« The l^ndb^d 
]^<)lt^^Q fnaitre-d^ hotel to Mr. ^ G^^r, whom you 
knew, at the Hague in quality of Envoy] firom 
S^f^^n, s^hI he her^ added to the employments 
of innkeeper and poft mafter, that of fub.infpj5C- 
t<^ pf the forges. He addrefled me by name im- 
mediately xsgion my arrival,.g^ye me an exceUe^it 
fupt>jer^ j]irof^ed a great eileem for the Dutcjb, 
and Ihe^yed i|^ by his bill the next day^ that he 
jbiad at leajjt an equal fondnefs for their n^oney*^ 

Throughput all Sw;eden, but efpecially in the 
northern prqvinces, apartments are appropris^t^d 
in the manfions of the nobility for the reception 
and accommodation of travellers recommended t;o 
their carf . Even the ablence of the owners does 
not at all prevent yifitors of this fort from taking 
up th^ir.refid^efi^ce in theie apartment^ ; and they 
are at thofe, times received and fupplied with 

* *rhefc accouotj are all taken from an Acadcmtcal Difconrfe, written by 
th^ fenator Count ^t<frkekJfrojby entitled OHt Svenjka JturnbruiftuKringen.' 

neceffaries 
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cttftom was obfcrved at Loffta, where, on the day 
after my strriTal, I was invited to lodge at the 
family feat by the intendant of Mr. dc Geer. 

The hooik is inferior in appearance to that of 
Ofterby, but the gardens, which are the moft 
northerly of Exirope, arc much larger and more 
magnificent. Moft of the fruits are obtaine4 by 
artificial heat ; and even the tnulberry-tree, the 
fHar&niaUaw and virgin's bower, which with us 
endure the cold of the whole year, are here pre- 
ferved in orangeries during the fummcr, and in 
the winter in hot-houfes. Yet the verdure was 
, very pleafing, and there were fome beautiful 
flowers^ fuch as I was aftoniflied to fee in a coun- 
try, wWch, for eight months of the year, is co- 
vered with fnow. Adjoining to the gardens is 
the vilUge or forge, exceeding in beauty any that 
Ifaw in' Sweden, except that of Ofterby, which 
is larger. It confifts of onie long ftreet, and is 
entirely inhabited by the workmen, clerks, 
and direftors of the forges. \ 

H^re, as well as at Ofterby, the iron is worked 
and formed into bars, in a mariner praftifed by 
the Walloons, a colony of whom have been efta- 
blifhed at both places for above t#o centuries. 
The Gerjtnan method, yhich: is ufed at moft of 
the other forges, is lefs expenfive, hut the iron 
is faid to be of inferior, quality. 
-. . .-.. At 
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At Sudffad^^rs^^ an efiate belonging to Mefirs. 
Chnttand Pjfily thefe is a forge at wliich the ircm 
ofiDani^emcbra ib worked, and a confiderable ma^ 
(BobAotyci^ aaehors carried on. The vilhge, 
tikongh-iA&arlor to the other two, has ibme beauty, 
an^^ Hke theob^ is entirely inhabited by the work- 
mi^. T^ manor-houfe, which, as wefl as aU 
Ahe .others in this country, is built of wood, is 
hrge, c60xoiodious, and well fumiihed ; and has 
a fmaH tower, or cupda, at the top, with a very 
extenflve ^id charming profped. Mr* GriH, 
pm. andhit lady, here pafled a part of the 
iflEtmmer, and afibrded . me a very gracious ' wel- 

From Siidcrfors I went to Gefle, fituated cm 
the ^ph of .Bothnia. The port is a very jgobd 
one, /and the town, which is the capital of Gaftri- 
cia, is the refidence of the provincial governor. 
To arrive at it you are oUiged to pafs the ri- 
ver Dahl, at a ferry about two leagues from the 
town, half a league above which, near a fmall vil- 
lage named Elfearfleby, the river makes a fuperb 
and pidurefque fall. Of this a very accurate 
and able defcription has been given by Mr. 
Wraxall ^ who erroneoufly made this the extent of 
his tour, leaving the copper mine at Fahlun, and 
the works of GarUcroon unfeen. It is formed by 
a large rock, crowned with high firs, which,, oc- 
cupying the middle of the river, occafions the 
waters to rife in two fpouts, or catarafts, that af- 
terwards 
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tcr^rards unite and ftdl into the gul^Iiy arfew 
leagues bdowGefle. One of theie Ims a <iefeeik 
of about fifty feet^ and the other, thought ofvli^ 
perpendicular height, precipitates its waters from 
rock to rock by a thouland cafcades, of which tte 
foam is fo copious, and riies to fuch a hdght^ios 
to be perceptible even at the diftance of a league* 
in. the middle of the perpendicular fall, a bbek 
rock projeds itfelf, and, with the fingle fb-^trek 
which grows upon it, increafes the efibd of this 
very Angular, view, s 

Salmon is taken here in .great quahtitieB, ed§fi9* 
cially about the tfland or rock which feparatttsite 
river into two parts. Thither^ however, the^flii- 
ernien never venture but at theriik of thehr lives, 
the lower part beinginaccefl%le on account of die 
^tati6n of the waters, and the upper, to^whkii 
they are obliged to have recourfc, expofing^tbeni 
to be precipitated over the rocks by the currcpt, 
whenever accident or neglect brings thdr vefiel . 
within its reach. ' 

The river Dahle, which is the largefl in Sweden, 
has its fouree amongft the mountains of Norway. 
From thence it runs through the whole fctig^h of 
Dalecarlia, and, after watering one part of Weft* 
mannia, and, dividing Gaftricia from Upland, 
falls into the gulph of Bothnia near Gefle. . ^ 

At Gefle, where I went unprovided with 5tny 

letter of recommendation, Lhad a frefli inftapcc 

.' - • .•;of 
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cf ^ediBii Jlo^itedity and potiteneft* I amved 
iUuruQig the xif^ sad the next morning at hreak- 
feft' receimdm vifit from an officer of a provio* 
C^ re^ime^y 'wlio offi»*ed me his iervioes in the 
'0idft ebKgJMS^ manner, and conduced me over 
the whole toaoroa* In this ramble I iaw a con& 
dorahle rq)oiitory of iron in t^rs, intended for 
OMpartatigai^tO' England^ and by him I was intra- 
«lticedft0'Cme«of the firft families^ who gave me 
an invitation to dine and fnp. Gefle is fituated 
up6n a fmall gulph within that of Bothnia : the 
fittle river Hazuna runs through it ; and pouring 
its waters into a large and deep canal, affords an 
entrance for veffels into the town and dods. A 
dread&l fir^ which happened in 1778, defiroy- 
ed two-thirds of the place, and the inhabitants 
have not yet obtained money enough to repair 
thedsunage. 

At a little diftance from Gefle I 
Province ent ered the province of Dalecarfia, 
OF of which Fahlun is the capital 

ibAiECAnriA. Tlie inhabitants are diftinguiflied 
by the names of blad^ and grey 
Dalecarlians, the former of whom are alfo foihe- 
times called iron Dalccarlians, from the number 
^f ir6n nails ift their fhoes. Thefe inhabit the 
iiortherii and ihountainous parts of the province, 
wh^i-e the riilihber of inhabitants fo much exceeds 
the'm^tik^^of'^fubfiftence, that they arc feen de- 
parting" fh^'trbops for the more cultivated pro- 

- 'UK A , . 

vmces. 
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viaces, la &zrch of^khoi^r ZB^nheik 1^^ 
peace&l irruptioas are ufusdly JEnode ;^o^^i]m 
time ctf laarvefty mdy as they ar^acDuftoifMKl Kft 
live with great teiajperance^ tlu&y/ofbm x^tam 
into their own couHtry, with fjmofymp^^ f^hm 
libour ajad ceconomy. The DalecariiaDi^ make 
good ibldiecs, and «re^ im geuoral, dfl a^iJase^ 
' brave, and laborious people^ jealous of Ofpnctflim^ 
and (omdi attached to their ancient iauiloni»,aod 
cojpilitution. % « ^ . t 

• • ■ /•■-.'.■ ••, .'. j.^ 

LETTER XIII. ' ' " '* 

Coj)enhageii, ©be. . .'. tjfl}*^ 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 



I 



. N my journey from Fahlun 
to Avefta, which I expeded tq finifli in a fe^j^ 
hours, I was delayed* by the wa^t of poft-horfes, 
and obliged to flop, about two hours after mid- 
night, at a fmall town called Saten At the inn I 
foimd the doors open, and the roo^ empty ; anc^, 
being unable to roufe any perfon by my fhouts^ I 
ftumbled from one chamber to another, and at 
length difcovered the landlord and his wife^ faft 
aJDieep upon a crib, and without ajjy clothps or 
covering but their linen. The \yoman^ who 
arpfe upon my firli entrance, appeared much afto- 

nifliedj 
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ntfhed, and to my queftions, expreffcd to fief 
in' Oerman, replied with a torrent of words 
which I took for Dalecarlian abufe, but luckily 
did not very well underftand. At length* we be- 
gan to- comprehend each other^s meanings aiid flie 
put on a fort of under-petticoat, while her huf- 
band remained upon the crib, and, having once 
opened his eyes and furveyed me, turned himfelf 
round, and again fell afleep. WHth the landlady, 
however, I foon made my peace, and was fliewn 
by her into a fmall room, where I fpread my mat- 
trefs upon the floor, and got a comfortable nap 
of two hours. 

-The emptinefs of the houfe was owing, it £eems, 
to the hay-harveft, which, at this feafon of the 
year, employs all the fervants both by day and 
night. But through the greateft part of Sweden, 
efpecially tp the northward of Stockholm, the' 
doors of the houfes, and even thofe of the inner- 
rooms, are thus left open during the night, both 
in the towns and in the country ; an inftance of 
confidence and fecurity, in which the inhabitants 
are very well juftified by experience, thieves be- 
iiifg unknown in Sweden, except in garrifon- 
towns, and amongft the regiments of raifed troops. 

Halfway between Fahlun and Sater, I vifited a 
place celebrated for the protection which Gufta- 
vus Vafa there found in the houfe of a clergyman, 
after efcaping from the treachery of a Dalecarlian 
gentleman, named Peterfon, who intended to de- 
liver 
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livdr hjm into the I)ands of Cferiftiern f * - He xstts? 
£ived , by the wife of this gentWnao, •" w&o, 
** touched by oompaffion, or, perhaps, by a yet. 
^^ more tender motive, fent hinar in the nighi: ia 
^' company with a domeftic and two £4ti^l Da- 
** lecarlians, to the houfe of this clergyman, from 
** whence he was conveyed and hid in the church. . 
^ The fecret was faithfully kept,, and the Danes^ 
" by thefe means, loft all traces of Giiftavusf .*' 

The place is called OrnaSj^and is entirely infu-; 
lated amongft mountains and woods, at the dif* 
tance of half a league from thd great road, upoa 
the banks of a fmall lake. The church has been 
fince converted into a houfe, of very fmgular 
ftrufture and appearance, the ftair^:afe being on 
the outfide. It fiands confiderably above the reft, 
and is at prefent inhabited as a country residence, 
by an officer of th6 mines at Fahlun. 

A large hall upon the fecond floor, is confq-r 
crated to the memory of this evait. There they 
have erefted a fort of throne, with a. canopy of 
Uue filk, worked with golden Jleurs de Us, and 
Ujpder it is placed a ftatue of Giiftavus of the natu^ 
ral fize, armed completely from top to, toe, and 
in the very armour which he wore upon his arri- 
val at P^nas* By his iide ftands a .figure of his 
domeftic, in complete armour, and the door 1$- 

» A. D. ijao. . 

t Vertot's Revolutions of Sweden; vol i. p. itjof theFrcach eait.^i^ 

guarded 
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guarded by his^ two faithful Dalecaritaoi, balntad 
2COor<&ig to the izihion of their country, and 
adorned with long beards. Each holds in his 
hand a cro&4x>Wy and at his fide has a 4|wver 
fiHed with arrows. They are alfo provided with 
* fabres of a tremendous iize, and the whole ixmhu is 
ornamented with pttees of ancient ar^nour, ufed 
by Gufiavus upon di&rent occafions, andpre^ 
f^nted by him to his faithful hofi. Amoagft 
ieveral little artides of furniture is fhewn his 
wi^tch, which is made entirely of thid^ cop^ 
per. . , s 

On my journey from Avsefta to Sater, at t^ . 
diflance of feveral leagues from the latter, I went 
to the mineral watering*place called Saterbroao, 
W^te profeiTor Menanderhidm of UpiaJl then rer 
fided. Tlxis is nothing more than a litUerhamiet of 
wooden houfes, built, like tlK>fe of the qommo^ 
peafants, of the trunks of fir-trees laid horizontal- 
ly upon each other, and joined at the interiUcey 
by layers of mo&. In a large iquare^ .formed by 
fuch houfes, I was received by a iiumber of 
curious perfons, who (unrounded my vaiture^ 
enquiring my name and bufinefs at the place, 
from them I learned, that with refpe<3: to lodg- 
ing and food, the whole hamlet W2is under the 
direction of a medicinal profeifor from Upial, whQ 
foon after affigned me a lodging for the night in one 
of thefe little houfes, which was fortunately vacant. 

My 
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My refidence contained two very neat chambers * 
for my own ufe, and a clofet for my fervant, a 
fmall bed without curtains, four chairs, a tablei 
a looking-glafs, and a bureau with drawers. I 
had fcarcely taken poffefflon before I was vifited 
by a noblemaUj decorated with the enfigns of an 
order^ who, in quality of grand huntfinan to his 
Majefty, the Baron Oxenftiern, came to do the 
honours of th^ place. He welcomed me to Sater- 
bronn, and, when he found I had a letter for 
Mr. Menanderhielm, infilled upon my ftaying a 
couple of days with the company, to whom, as 
well as to Mr. Menanderhielrii, he offered me his 
introduftion. As I arrived after the ufual time 
of dinner, I was ferved in my own apartment, 
and^ afterwards, this gentleman conduced me to ' 
the general promenade, which confifts of one large ' 
alley of linden-trees, elms, and poplars, bordered 
on both fides with meadows and paftures, beyond 
which the view terminates in fome woods of fir- 
trees. The mineral fprihg rifes in a beautifiil fa- 
loon at the top of this alley, where we found many 
walkers, who all lamented the effeds of fome dif- 
order, while their countenances wore an appear- 
ance of health which belied their complaints. Mr. 
the Baron introduced me to the whole company, 
and particularly to Mr. Mqnanderhielm, whofe 
converfation made my ftay at Saterbronn highly 
agreeable. Our walk continued till the clock ftrik- • 
ing fix gave the fignal for prayer, when we all 

K affembled 
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ajObmbled in a ball furniihed with bf;ncl^j9S^ whtor. 
the minifter was waitboig for u$ iii a iko^ pulpti 
about four feet high* After a hyino» be gave 
U8 a di£courie for a few minutCB, and a prayot ^ 
another hymii concluded the fervice* We thea 
returned to our walk^ from lithqacc, at feven 
o'clock, the found of a bell iummoned u» to fop- 
per,^ which was ferved in thre^ fmaU wooden 
houfeS) the price of eating difibrin^ at each, i 
flipped in the beft of thcfe with the Baron, and 
^X* IVJ^nanderhklm, who both fpoke French, and 
^ih fome very pleafing Swedish ladies, whofe con- 
verfation 1 unfortunately could not undcrftand. 

The ufe of wine is prohibited^ but was per- 
mitted to nae, as a ftranger, by the Profeffor, who 
h^ here the governuient of the company. At 
eight o'clock the fame profeiTor announced that 
the hour of refeftion was expired, and each per- 
fon immediately arofe to enjoy the beauties of the 
evening. At nine the found of a bell gave notice 
to the water-drinkers that it was tinnie to retire, 
the efficacy of the waters depending much upon 
a due obfervance of re^men. I was fomewhat 
fktigued, and, therefore, very gladly confoi;med 
to. the fame rule. 

At four o'clock, I was roufed by the found of 
a bell, which had been before noticed' to me as 
the fignal for opening the fpring to the peafants 
and poQrer people, whivare not permitted to mix 

with 
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with tkc better fiwrt. At five the £ime bell warns 
thffm Co depart, and the campany then iffue from 
thecr cabihsi each taking the dofe pre&ribed un- 
der the direftion of the Profeflfor, who is prefent« 
After this, each perfon walks or returns home as 
he j^ea^s, and, an hour afterwards, when the 
dofe is fuppofed to have taken effeci:, breakfafi is 
fenred in the feveral cabins* The beU is not heard 
again till twelve, when the company" affembie 
to a £rugai dinner, which Mr« Pix>feilbr almoft re<* 
duces to the ftandard of a Baratariati repaft. I 
was, however, very glad to ftay another day in a 
place where I was received with great politenefs 
by pcrfofis whofe coiiverfktion and manners were 
•highly agreeable. 

The next morning at five I repaired to the 
fjHing to take my leave of the company, and 
with aa intention of difcharging my ftiare o( the 
eiqMsnces; this, however,^thc Profeffor woukiby 
no means permit me do, adding to the many other 
civilities fhewed me here, his thanks for my vifit, 
and a preffing invitation to prolong it. 

The mode of life at this watering-[dace, is uni« 
fbrmiy fuch as I havd defcribed it; their days are 
not diveriified by play or public fpeftacles, but 
the company are, at the fame ti^ie, free from 
fharpers and dupes, each perfon reforting thither 
for the cure or prevention of fome diforder, not 
with a defire of iacreafing his fortune. Nearly 
the ^me manners and habits prevail in all the 
K 2 mineral 
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mineral watering-places of Sweden, except ths* 
at Medlvi, plays are reprefented, during the refi- 
dence of the King's lifter, or of any branch of 
the royal family. 

Dancing, which Mr. Profeflbr confiders as pro- 
moting the eflFeft of the waters, is the only amiife* 
ment to be enjoyed at Saterbronn, and this is per- 
mitted but once in a week, between the hour tji 
' dinner and feven o'clock in the evening. Oh 
that day the hall, which in the morning fervcd 
for a church, is in the afternoon prepared for a 
ball-room, and the pulpit exchanged for an or- 
cheftra. 

When all the company have retired for the 
feafon, the public and private buildings are fliut 
up, the Profeflbr takes the keys, and the place is 
abandoned tiH the next year, when, a few weeks 
before'the commencement of the feafon, the Pro- 
feflbr takes thither a number of workmen, exa- 
mines what repairs are wanted, and takes^ care 
that the whole place is rendered habitable and con- 
venient. This is always done at the expence of 
the province, and is a very great public benefit. 

From Avefta, where I arrived in good time, I 
fet out for the mine of filvcr at Sahla. On the 
road I changed horfes, and obferving a very fteep 
defcent, at the bottom of which was a floating 
bridge, over an arm of the river Dahl, I was un- 
willing to be driven down it by the intoxicated 

beaft 
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l)Qafi: who. was allotted me for a coachman, and, 
tiberef0re, direfted my fervant to take the reins. 
By fome accident they fell from him, and the 
leaders, harafled and provoked by the ihaft-horfes, 
foon threw the feeble poftilion, a child of ten or 
eleven years old, and the whole fet flew down the 
defcent with a velocity which I cannot now re- 
coiled without horror. At one moment xhc car- 
riage feemed ready to rufli into the river, towards 
which the road at firftdirefts itfelf, but the horfes 
with great de::5ter^ty turned the corner, and pafled 
the bridge, exaftly in the middle, with the fwift- 
nefs of lightning. The bridge, which was oom- 
pofed bnly of the trunks of fir-trees, bent beneath 
the action and weight of the carriage, while the 
ruggednefs of the flooring incrpafed the chance of 
an overturn, and a paltry railing, which ran 
along it, feemed a very flight defence againfl: any 
kind of accident. A fteep afcent on the other 
fide of the river ^onfiderably checked the fury of 
the horfes, and, with the afliftance of the coach- 
man, whom the fright had fobered, I foon reftored 
every thing to its proper place. In the mean time 
we were joined by our little poftilion, who had 
•received only a flight cojitufion from the fall. 

Sahla, .a town of a moderate fize, is built en- 
tirely of wood, in ftraight ftreets, which all iflue 
from a large opening in the centre. It is, however, 
3 very dirty, difagreeable place, and the ftreets are 

fo 
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fo over^^run with grais, that, every evening, beliMre 
the fliutting of the gates, cattle are droTe in to 
feed till the morning. Th^ town is ctkbf ated £ttt 
having be€»i the refidence of the royal £unily^in the 
year 1 7 10, while Stockholm was ravaged by a pefti« 
lential diforder, which carried (£ ic,ood p^ir&ms. 
In a finall mountaia, at th^ 
SiLV£R Mine, diilance of half a league from 
J the town, is the famous fihrer 

mine. The defcent into it is at firft by ladders 
placed in an opening of about ten feet in diametex^ 
there being no large excavation, as at Dannemora 
or Fahhm. In one of the firft galleries, at the 
depth of about fifty-fSset, you arrive at the bottom 
of thefe ladders, and the defcent by buckets be-' 
gins. Here, however, the exceffive cold, and the 
danger of this mode of travelling, checked my 
progrefs. The buckets are worked in the fiuhe 
manner as the barrels at Fahlun and Dannemora^ 
and the mechanifm of the pumps is exadUy fimilar, 
except that there are here two large wheels, each 
of the diameter of 44 feet. . This mine, which is 
the moft ancient and the richeft of all thofe of 
filver in Sweden, was firft worked in the year 
1 188, and through the whole of the fourteenth 
century yielded 24,000 roark^/^r annum. In the 
fifteenth century the annual produce funk to 
2o,poo, marks, and under the reign of Charles 
the Tenth to -2,000; at prefent the quantity is 
ftill lefsj the ore yielding fo little as two lots of 

pure 
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part fihtef pef' ^fntdv The pHincipd gallery, 
from which the richeft ore is extraded, is entirely 
lyt^ ili^ Md they are at prefent emf^yed in mak- 
iiig niw tfj^kgSi, itf order to arrive perpcndicti- 
larly upOh th* vdh. Fdnnerly the teid ufed in 
pl'^cij^t&tittg the ffl*er from the ore 'wis brought 
frdm EngbDd, but the iniiae it&lf now affordi 
littm^ for the operation. 

Half a league from the town is the forge, tinder 
which fi^Uhe fe cenipt'i&d a large town inhabited 
entirely by the Worismeri irid thofe empteyed a^ 
ill^£tdfri3. Hete thte ore is brought from the 
TiAfiti and the fitrer is obtained by the following 
procefs. 

ift. They pound the ore, in order to feparitc 
frdth it thofe parts tdiich are mere ftone, and they 
afterwards waft it in a tub, over which they fpread 
a coarfe fiheii cloth. 

adly. The mafs, thus cleanfed^ undergoes a ibrt 
of caldnatitih m a vaulted furnace, the heat of 
which makes it unite and form one body, but is 
not fuflGicient to produce fufion. 

3dly. They add to this calcined mafs, fome 
fecret matter or preparation of their own, which 
has the property of attrafting the filver and lead 
contained in the mafs, while the fulphur is made 
to evaporate; both bodies are fufed before they 
are fufFef ed to cool. 

4thly. The fcoriae, which contaift iron, arc 
taken off, aiid the lead^ united in fofiDIi with the 

filver. 
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iilver, runs through a hole mack for that pur* 
pofe. . ^ , ' ""^ 

5thly, This mafe (^^^rife^i^ J is afterwards r^ned 
in the refining furiiace (trib-herd) and £bnt.tn 
lumps to the moneyer*^ office in StoQkhdbm* 

The mine was formerly worked for the fo^ 
profit of the crown, but in the year 1682 it was 
undertaken by a fociety, whofe Aock is divided 
into aoo flxares. 

At the houfe of the infpeftor, I was ihewn the 
buckets in which the kings Charles the Tenth aad 
Eleventh defcended to the bottom of the mine, 
and alfo three others ufed by his prefent Majefty^ 
when Prince Royal, and his two brothers. T^c 
dreffes worn by them in their defcent are alfo 
preferved; th^y ^^ made of black filk, and faflu*- 
oned entirely like thofe of the miners. 

It is now time that I fliould conclude this letter^ 
with affuring you how much 

I am, &c. &c. 



LETTER XIV, 

Copenhagen, Jan. ... 1786. 



MY DEAR FRIEND, 



M 



.Y journey from the 
mine toCarlfcrobn carried me throughEnkioping, 
a wretched town, worfe even than Sahla, and into 

yrhicl^ 



(^37).- 
wWchcows, flieep, hogs, and geefe, are drove 
from the country every night to graze upon the 
herbage that over-runs the ftreets. Itis^ however, 
celebrated for its antiquity, having been one of the 
refidences of the kings, before the times of Odin, 
and is very well fituated upon the lake Malern, 
which enables it to carry on fome traffick in the 
interior parts of the country. 

Wefterds^ or Arofen^ the firft place in Weft- 
mannia, is a very ancient city, the refidence of an 
archbifhop and of the governor of the province. 
It is fituated upon the mouth of the river Swarta, 
which, after dividing the city into two parts, falls 
into the lake Malern. Of this fituation its name 
is faid tobe defcriptive; Ar^ fignifying a rivei' or ' 
lake; os^ a mouth, and Wejira reletting to Upfal, 
which is fometimes called Oe/ier-aros* The ca- 
thedra is remarkable for its beautiful tower, and 
for a number of tombs, amongft which is that of 
Eric the Fburteenth*, and thofe of many arch- 
bifhops : and the city is celebrated in the annals of 
Sweden, the government having here been changed 
from an eleftive to an hereditary nionarchy f. 

Stomfliolm, a royal feat at the diftance of a few 
kagues from Wefter'as, is a very ancient and rui^ 



* Eric XIV. after an imprifonment of eight years at Gripfliolm, took 
a draught of hemlock in 15 7 7, by command of King John, his l^rother. 

f The crown of Sweden was declared hereditary A. D. I544, in favour 
^f the male dcicendants of Guftavus Vafa. 
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noufi building, which the king never ufts ekcqrf 
by dining in it .^hen he conies to view his &nd^ 
The fiallions are much boafted of, but I faw only * 
fix, of which two from Spaifi^ one from Tartaty^ 
and another from Denmark were the fincft. The 
brood mare$ and foals were then at grafi at Kjcmgm 
for, a village at the diftance of a few leagues, 
where there are fome beautiful p^fture grounds 
upon the ^Ktnks of a canal, running from the like 
Makrit to Arboga. They Were all ihewn to mc 
by the perfon who hm the care of them, and I faw 
none that formtd an exception to my generiil re« 
mark, that the Swedifli horfes^ although ftrbiig 
and hardy, are by no means beautiful^ and are^ 
in general, liable to thd fpavih« 

In theiitclrnoon I embaj'ked with my voiture lit 
a large boat, in order to make the paflage of the 
lake Hielmarn. A perfeft calm foon made it n<J* 
cefl^y to foW) and the oars were plied by two 
men and four women; the firft in rags and half 
naked, the latter covered otily by their Ihifts and 
Ihort under-petticoats. Indeed the exceffive heat 
made fuch fort of clothing a luxury; and though 
I was Iheltered from the fun by the hood of my 
voiture, and had a moft delightful profpeft of the 
veffels and iflarids upon the lake, I could not avoid 
longing for the moment of landing, when I might 
enjoy the Ihade of the woody mountains, which 
t)Oi^nded the profpeft on the oppofite Ihore. The 

paffagc, 
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paflage, however, was not made in le& than four 
hours^aud it wa^ night before I arrived at - 
Maimdr^ a village compofed of about a dozen 
huts^ at the foot of a mountain called Matmir 
bakay w xpountain of Mahn'ar. ^ 

I had been warned of the danger of paffing tfaitf 
mountain, which abounds with heights and dc^ 
fcent^, bordered by fteep rocks and horrid pre- 
cipice^. But the other road makes a circuit of 
,four mikS) and, therefore, after taking the pre< 
caution of ordering fome peafants to icilow me 
in a wagi^on, I began my afcent of the mountain, 
and ^rived at the top about half an hour befcnre 
midnight. The fun was already below the hori- 
son, and though the moon jQione very dearly, the 
enormous wood of fir-tref s through which I tra- 
velled, was almoft impervious to its Jteeble beams. 
As the peaiants had exerted themfelves confidera* 
bly in the afqent, it was nece&ry to ftop, and af- 
ford them fome refrelhment; I had excellent bran- 
dy and knikkebroe, which foon reftored their cou- 
rage, while the promife of a farther reward, re- 
vived the induftry of thofe who, alfeady wearied 
with the undertaking, began to talk of return- 
ing home. We then commenced the defcent, 
which was of fo much difficulty and danger, that 
fome of the peai^ts were obliged to walk upon 
the edge of a precipice, fupporting the carriage 

-Ns. * The lake 5s thefe about two leagues iii brcatjth. 
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with their ihouiders, and others wtrc employed in 
reftraining the fury of the horfes, who, ^rovc^ed 
.by the continual jolting of the carriage againft 
their hams, could fcarcely be prevented from ex- 
erting their fpeed. While I was thus travclihig, 
for a great part of the time, in utter darknefs;^ 
my voiture every mbment likely to be daihed to 
pieces by a rock, or hurled down a precipice, I 
added to the real evils which furrounded me, the 
pains of apprehenfion ; I knew myfclf to be in the 
power of the poftilions and peafants, who might 
have robbed and murdered me without danger of 
difcoveryj and, notwithftanding my endeavours, 
I found my fears upon this account unconquer- 
able, till the rifing fun fliewed me the beauties o^ 
a more level country, with the towers of Nord-» 
looping in perfpe6Hve. At length we arrived at 
the bottom of the mountain, and I rewarded my 
peafants for their honefty and labour. 

. A magnificent road, making 
NoRDKiopiNG. part of that called the royal one 
from Stockholm toNordkioping, 
conduced ma to the btter place, where, after a 
few hours reft, I delivered my letters to Mr- Shiiff^ 
a merchant, who received me with great hofpita- 
lity, and fliewed me every thing remarkable in the 
city. Nordkioping is fituated upon a gulph, calted 
BraiOiken, making part of the Baltic Sea, into 
which the tiver Motala, after traverfihg the city, 
pours its waters. If is one of the largeft and moft 

mercantile 
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mercantile places in Sweden, having a manUfaii^ 
tory o£ articles in brafs, and a confiderable cotn^ 
tn$f ce with France, of which thefe are the chief 
fwpport* 

J5rafs, you know, is made by fufing copper and 
lapis calaminaris together in large crucibles, from 
which the melted ,ma& is made to run into flat 
mcmlds formed in the fhape of double tubs. After 
this, the plates of metal are here cut into ftripes 
by fciflars, and thefe ftripes are drawn, by means 
of ftrong pin<:ers, through five diflFerent holes^ 
undw which rollers are kept continually turning, 
in order to give the wire its proper fliape. The 
fdflars, pincers, rollers, and hammers, by which 
the plates are rendered more perfedly flat, are all 
put in motion by an immenfe wheel, that turns 
feveral others, and is itfelf afted upon by the 
river, the primum mobile of the whole. By this 
means alfo the larg^ bellows ufed at the furnaces 
are worked* 

Befides this manufadory, which is the property 
of an individual, there are others of guns, cloths, 
paper, ^c. 

.Nordkioping, though not the capital of Oflror 
gothia, is by far the mofl confiderible city in the 
province, both with refpeft to its buildings, and 
the number and riches of the inhabitants. Its 
extenfive commerce gives it an air of aftivity and 
opulence, which alfo appears in the furniture of 

the 
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tlie houfes, and the magnificence of the enter- 
tainments. From NoFdkioping I Went to Lind- 
ktiimig, the capital qf Oftrogothia, and the refi- 
dence of the governor of the province, fituatcd 
upon the river Stang. It is one of the moft and-. 
ent citie* in Sweden, but very final! and ill-built. 
The moft remsarkable objeft is the cathedral, which,' 
after that of Upfel, is the largeft in the kingdom. 
In it are feme very handfbme tombs bdonging 
to the families of Blieke and Lfiwcnhaupt. The 
houfes, as in the other towns of Sweden, are of 
wood, but badly conflTud:ed, and with a mesn 
appearance. The town^houfe, the chancery-office 
and the caftle, or feat in which the governor re- 
fides, are the only ftone-buildings. 

Not far from this city is a fmafi lake, of which 
a very extraordinary circumfbnce is related. It 
is feid that from time to time a fmall illand ap- 
pears upon the furface of the lake, which, after 
remaining vifible for, perhaps, the fpace of a year, 
fuddenly difappears, and is not feen again for 
four, five, and often for fix years afterwards. 
It is covered with herbs, 'ftones, and the roots, 
and trunks of trees/ The phacnomenon, what- 
ever may be the caufe of it, has been feen by 
the King, as I was told by the commandant of a 
marine regiment at Carlfcroon, who affured me 
that he had walked with his Majefty upon the 
ifiand. 

I went 
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I went four miles out of my roaid to view the 
cdfebmted antiquities of \Vidftena, a fmall city, 
iituated upon the banks of the lake Wettern. Tti^e 
I arrived about night, and, after a wretched fup- 
per, which very well cori^eipoiKied with the ap^ 
pearancQ- of the mxL, I wn^pped myfelf in my 
Scikmtfl^Qper^ and endeavoured to get a nap upon 
my mattrefi* £rom reilfefs ilumbers, and the 
comply of a whole brood of infers, I was very 
glad to be roufcd by the ray^ of the futi, which, 
with the dclightfttl appearance of the morning, 
invited me to walk aiui view the town. A fine 
aUcy of trees led to the lake, upon which the fun 
now rofe with all his fpkndour, while its £arface re« 
fle&ed the bright clouds that ftv^m lightly through 
the atmoiphere, and a beautiful ifland, riiing in 
the middle, formed an amphitheatre of meadows 
smd cultivated grounds. Unwilling to quit fuch 
a fcene without a ibll enjoyment of it^ I feated 
mylelf upon a little eminence, which commanded 
the whole, and there invt>luntarily fell afleep, I 
ihould not have mentioned this circumftance, if 
it was not rendered extraordinary by the! total 
want of recolleftion and abfence of mind which 
en&ied upon my waking. I found myfelf ftretched 
upon the earth, entirely ignorant of my fituation, 
unable to remember ev^n the name of the place, 
and without any knowledge of the circumftances 
whkh brought me thither. Whether my late 

jGitigues 
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£itigues fufficiently account for it, I know not^ 
but I remained in this flate for a quarter of an 
hour^ and it was only by repeating frequently to 
the paflenger^ the word chivergoor^ that I was able, 
to obtain a diredion to my inn* 

While I was breakfafUng upon fome bad coffee 
and knikkebroe^ I was vifited by four gentlemen, 
who, after bowing very refpcftfully, began to ac- 
eoft me in the Swedifh language, of which, in a 
few words that I had learned to repeat on fuch 
occafions, I foon informed them I was ignorant^ 
They then went away, and in about half an hour 
returned with an officer, who by his grey hairs, 
and the order of the fword, with which'he was 
decorated, appeared to have feen fervice. He 
told me, in very good French, that the gentle- 
men, his companions, were members of the re- 
gency^ who had commiilioned him, a lieutenant- 
colonel of engineers, to exprefs their good 
wifhes, and make me a tender of their fervices 
during my ftay at the place. I expreffed to lieu- 
tenant-colonel Eillehok my fenfe of this poUte- 
nefs, and, after accepting an invitation to dine at 
the houfe of one of thefe gentlemen, I was con- 
dueled by him to fee the curiofities of the place. 

The cathedral was built by St. Bridget in 1348. 
Near it (lands a building, the remains of a monaf- 
tery eftablilhed by the fame perfon, but now con- 
verted to a more ufeful purpofe, having been en* 

dowed 
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dowed by Queen Chriftina, with a fund for the 
fupporrt of wounded and aged foldiers, Mr. Eille- 
bok has at prefent the fuperintendance of this in- 
ftitution, which adnrits only a limited number. 
In the cathedral the ornaments of the altar, the 
crucifix, the ftatues of male and female feints, and 
that of St. Bridget herfelf, are exaftly the fame 
as in her time. A fon of Guftavus Vafa, known 
in hiftory by the name of Duke Magnus, lies in- 
terred here. Of feeble ' in tellefts from his ear- 
lieft childhood, his father affigncd him a refidence 
in a large gothic feat, that ftill remains entire, 
the fa5ade of which is a beautiful fpecimen of this 
fort of architefture. It is built of ftone, and 
flands clofe to the town,, upon the bank of the 
lake. The infide is now entirely deftroyed, and 
has been fitted up for a diftillery of brandy, and 
a manufadory of linen. 

After viewing the cathedral, Mr. Eillehok con- 
duced me to another church, o^ lefs fize, but to- 
lerably handfome, where were depofited the re- 
liques of St. Bridget. She died at Rome, and 
fome Pope, I know not who, fent her bones hi- 
ther, where they lay in a fine coffin, covered with 
red velvet, and ornamented with infcriptions 
upon plates of filver. A fmall chapel, in which 
they are placed, receives the vifits of the curious 
and devout. 

From this difmal fcene' I was very glad to be 

fummoned to dinner, where the lady of the coun- 
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feUor did the honours of the tabic, and, by her 
politenefe and attraftions, interefted me much 
more tKan all the venerable antiquities which I 
left behind. Afterw^ds ,we walked towarct.the 
lake, which I was af&red, fometimes exhiMts a 
phamomenon fldll more curious than the 3pt)e2U% 
aace aad difappearance of the ifland nearLindkiop* 
iug. In the ftilleft and moft delightful weather^ 
it becomes on a fudden, violently agitated, and 
the wavesi rife to fxich a height as to make naviga^ 
tidn dangerous. The phyfical caufe of this efied 
haa been kmg fought for, and that to which it k. 
now attributed is very fingukr. It has be^a ob- 
ferved, that the lake is never thus a^tated with- 
out an apparent caufe, except when that of Con- 
fiance in Switzerland is difturbed by fome tem- 
peft, apd, vice ver/a^ that whenever the wind ra^fes 
the waters here, thofe of Conftance are moved in 
the fame fudden, and wonderful manner. From 
thefecircumflances a communication has been 
fuppofed to exift between the two lakes, an4 the 
conjechire is further fupported by the appearance 
of ibma plants in each lake, known to be peculiar 
to the neighbourhood of the other. At Wad- ^ 
flaia they make no fcruple to account for the 
phaenomenon, by attributing it to fuch a comiwu- 
nication ; but you will confider how far a circuni- 
flance fo improbable is proved by the fafts here 
mentioned. I am, &c. &c, &c. 

L E T- 
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LETTER ~XV. 

Copenhagen: Jaii. .... 1786* 



MV DEAR FRIEND, 



I 



LEFT Wadftciia at M 

m 

o^clock at night, and, after a continued journdy 
of two nights and a day, arrived at Carlfcroon. 
My road lay dirough Smoland, thrcc-fourthrf d? 
which confiii o(immtn{e woods ind barren rocks^ 
fometimes ornamented with heaps of ftohcs tha£ 
feem to have been piled up by the hand of maiiy 
but very feldom exhibiting any figns either of iioN 
habitation or culture. There are, however, fomc 
mines, and, amdngft them,' one of gold at Ad^ 
fors ; but this is chiefly rcmarkabfe for the fpifit 
which induces the adventurers to continue their 
operations, notwithftanding the unpi-ofitablc la- 
bour and cxpcnce at prefent bcftowed upon it. . 

The inh^bkants of Smoland are large Tiird roc-- 
buft, and have the reputation of being defcended, 
with lefe corru|)tion than thofe df the other pro- 
vinces, from^ the ancient Goths^. They always 
intermarry with each other, and from time im* 
memorial no ftrangtt ha^ h&th kiH^wn to fettle 
ampngft them* 

L c Carlfcroon, 
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Carlfcroon, the capital of the province of Blek- 
. ing, and the refidence of the governor, is fitu- 
ated upon the fhore of the Baltic fea, and built 
upon a large infulated rock. The road to it is 
over two other iflands, which are joined to the 
main-land by three large bridges, and contain two 
fuburbs of confiderable fize, but dirty and ill- 
biiilt, being inhabited only by the lower fort of 
people. The city takes its name from its founder, 
Charles J:he Eleventh. The houfes, though moftly 
of wood, are irery well built, and niany arc 
raifed to the height of three ftories, ornamented 
with fculpture and colonnades, and painted fo as 
to have, a very beautiful appearance. A hand- 
fome church, which is now building at one of 
the extremities near the dock-yard, is intended 
to' form the center of a large fquare, compofed of 
many elegant houfes. While I was there they 
were employed in levelling the ground for the 
fdte of this fquare, by frequent explofions of 
gun-powder, an operation which was alfo per- 
formed in feveral ftreets, where the rock rofe in 
pointed projections fo as to make walking 
iiKOBvenient, and travelling in a voiture impof- 
lible. 

The inhabitants of Carlfcroon coniider Bleking^ 
as the. fineft province in the kingdom, and, al* 
though I was not quite of the fame opinion, it 
mufl be. admitted that the country is in many 
places very fruitful, and contains many fine 
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cftates and feats of the nobUity, The province 
fupports no foldiers, but is obliged to fiirnifli a 
regiment of marines ; a fort of militia, which, 
when the whole number is muftered from the 
different eftates, amounts to 13,000 men. Of 
thefe fcldom more than a thoufand are employed, 
except in time of war, and during their meetings 
to excrcife. The garilfon of Carlfcroon confifts of 
i,6oo men, divided into three companies. 

I had two letters of recommendation, one for 
Mr, Pylgardt, a rich merchant, honoured with 
the title of Patron of the mines, the other for Vice 
Admiral Chapman, direftor of the dock-yards, a 
man of very fuperior talents, to which he owes 
hisfortune, and much efteemed among theSwedes, 
He has particularly diftinguifhed himfdf in naval , 
architecture, having invented a new feclion, and 
executed a model upon which the fafteft failing 
veffels in the Swedifh feryice are faid to have 
. been built, A work written by him upon the fub- 
jeft of the navy, is alfo well known and re- 
ceived. ^ 

The next day I was Conduced by an oiEcer, 
who had been in our fervice under Mr, Dedel, to 
the port. This is very large and convenient, be- 
ing almoft furrounded with docks, 'and having a 
long bridge, on the two fides of which veffels not 
in ufe are kept at moorings. I reckoned here 
twenty-eight veffels of the line, and frigates, 
amongft which were ope of 100 guns, one of 96, 

one 



one of 84, two of 74, and fever^ of 60 and 50 
guns. 1 he whole fleet, including five veflelg naw 
equipping, confifts of 37 vefiels of the Gne, and 
9 frigates. Th^ five veffda thus fitting out, and 
four others, which were in the water, but un- 
rigged, were built in the cou?fe of four years. 
There were feveral upon the ftocks, either wholly, 
or almoft in Ikeleton, and I was fliewn one of 
thefe veffels, which was conftrufted in fix weeks, 
all the parts having beefi prepared before-hand. 
The plan of reviving and increafing the naval 
forcQ 'was concerted about four years ago ; one 
part of 1782 was fpent in preparing and coHefting 
the materials, and in 1783, they began to build. 
It is intended to build four vefiels annually, till 
the fleet fliall be rcftored to a refpc&dblc fitua- 
tion ; and, to defray the expenges of this plan, 
the King has fufpended the execution of half the 
Works at the new dqck. ' Thefe works are, in- 
^ed, ftupendouis, and exceeded qll the high- 
wrought expeftations which I had conceived 
from the accounts given of them. Twenty-nine 
years have been already fpent in forming them, 
^nd they yet want much of completion. At the 
entrance is a bafon hollowed in tlie rock, of about 
fifty fe^t in depth, and fi;irrouj;>d^d by quays of 
free-ftone, at which four men qJF war may at the 
feme time receive or difcharge their ftores. From 
this bafon canals of communication are formed, 
that, by means of large k)cks, q^rd a paffagi? for 

each 
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each vdSd into its own dock/ of which thin 
are t\venty for ihips of the line, and ten for 
frigates. 

One of thefe feparate docks, with its canal and 
lock, is entirely finiihed. The bottom is coih- 
pofed of free-ftpne, joined and cemented with 
pouz2olane, a fort of cement, brought for that 
purpofe from Italy, and hid in a bed, which has 
been hollowed in the rock, exactiy of the fhape 
of a fliip's keel. Along'Uie whole length o^ this 
dock, they have- contrived two ftair-eafes* of 
ftone, by means of which they ere£t the beaitis or 
fcaObkUngs, when the veffel is rendered entirely 
dry, in order to be repaired. The waHs, which 
fupport the roofs and feparate the docks from each 
other, are formed of the iame free flone and ce- 
ment, and are at leafl of the thicknefs of twenty 
feet up to the height of the veffePs upper deck. 
There platforms are conflxufted for the reception 
of the guns. of each veffel, which are delivered 
and received through large arched openings com- 
municating with the platform, and with the in- 
fide of the dock. 

^ The roof is of timber, plated on the outfide 
with iron, and fo contrived as to b^ar all the le- 
vers ufed in loading and unloading the veffeL 
When the dock is to be rendered perfe<My dry, 
the water is fuffered to run through a vent in the 

.• Galleries arc probably meant. T. 
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bottom, whieh tlicjr open by a machine prdt>ared 
for that purpofe ; it is then received in a bafen 
hollowed immediately under the dock, and from 
thence is forced, by means of a windmill, into 
the other bafon before mentioned. 

Thefe covered lodges, when the plan ' is per- 
fected, will form a large femi-circle ; but the fe- 
cond is yet unfiniflied, and, from the immenfe ex- 
pences of the undertaking, it feems doubtful 
whether the whole number will ever be com- 
pleted. At prefent they are chiefly employed upon 
the improvement of the ancient dock, which will, 
probably, be not lefs ufeful than the new one. 
Indeed, it is by no means certain that veflfels can 
be preferved by this method longer than by thofe 
now in ufe; and, even if this is admitted, it will 
ftill remain to be enquired, how far the millions 
expended, in forming the docks, fluices, bafons, 
and canals, are likely to be repaid by the favings 
propofed. 

This new dock was begun in the late reign, 
upon a plan fuggefted by one Thunberg^ now a 
very old man, who has the direction of the works 
conftrufting upon the river Gothe. The ancient 
dock, which is a fort of canal of 350 feet in length 
atid 30 in depth, was hollowed in the rock, and 
entirely completed between the years 17 15, and 
1724. It was planned by Polheim, and,.isfitu- 
ated between the port and the new dock, com- 
municating, on one fide, with the dock-yard 

and 
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and port, and, on the other, with the fea, by 
means of two canals of fuch ;&ze ais to admit the- 
paflfage of firft rate men of war. Both canals are 
enclofed by very large flood-gates, and before that 
which opens towards the fea, they have placed a. 
moveable dam of very ingenious conftruftion, in • 
order to proteft the fluice from the violence of 
the waves. When a veffel has entered the dock, 
in order to be calked, they fliut the gates, place 
the dam before them, and an immenfe pump is 
put in motion, either by men, or horfes, which 
in twelve hours renders the dock entirely dry. . 

The port of Carlfcroon, which is very deep, 
and eafy of entrance, is capable of containing an 
hundred fliips of the line. It is defended by two 
ftrong forts, whofe fires crofs each other, and are 
undoi^tedly able to fink any fleet that fliould at- 
tempt to force a paflage. They are both built 
upon rocks in the fea ; the one called Kongjholm 
(King's Ifland) the other Drotnings-kiar or Queen's. 
Rock* 

Within a quarter of a leagufe of Runneby, a 
. large and flourifliing town three miles from Carl- 
fcroon, is a mineral fpring, at which the nobility 
of Bleking, and the polite inhabitants of Carl- 
fcroon, aflemble for their health and amufement. 
The feafon had expired before my arrival, but I 
was. received by the phyfician, who has the care 
of the place, and faluted, as flirangers ufually 
are, by a batter^ of fix pieces of cannon. From 
' ., ' thence 
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thence I went to Carlfbam^ a place of coniiderable 
trade, and a fort of the Baltic, which exports 
great quantities of iron, and is defended by a fort 
built upon a rock in the open fea. The town is 
very irregularly fituated, and, in fome parts, the 
inhabitants on one. fide of a ftreet, Iiave their view 
of the oppofite houfes intercepted by high tod 
fteep rocks. 

In my road to Chriftianftadt, I paffed through 
a finall and wretched haffilet, called Hembrohultj 
which attracted my notice, as the birth-place of 
Linnaeus, whofe father here executed the duties 
of a parifli prieft for forty years. A com- 
plete collection of indigenous plants formed 
by him, firft excited' in his. fon a tafte for 
botany. 

Chriftianftadt is a fortrefs fituated upon the 
fmaHriver Helga, which, after fupplyingthe ditches 
of the fortifications with water, falls into a lake 
that communicates with the Bahic. The bridge 
and ramparts, at that time, furniflied employ- 
mentf ta^ party ctf criminals, confifting of dc- 
fertcrs, and of persons whofe fentences have been 
changed from death to flavery. Thefe unhappy 
wretches are chained together in couples, and 
?ach coupleupon their route to and from their cells, 
is fattened to a long chain; one, or, fomctimcs, 
two overfeers, armed with ftaffs, ^af d the wjhiole 
party, and drive them forv/ard rather like 

. ^ beaft^s 



beafis than men. Each criminal is allowed for 
his fupport five Swedifli fols per day. 

The town has 2(i manufafture of gloves, mudx 
^ft^cmed for the foftnefs pf the leather and the 
^eatnefs of the workmanfiiip. It is a well forti- 
fied place, built in the form of a, long fquare by 
Chriftian IV. King of Denmark, in 1614. In 
the wars between the Swedes and Danes it has 
often been befieged and taken, and is now a gar* 
rifon town, defended by a part of the King's own 
regiment. 

Scania, both in appearance and value, much 
e:^ceeds any of the other provinces in Sweden, 
Its gentle hills and luxuriant vallies produce every 
fprt of grain, and afford pafture to numerous 
herds of cattle ; while the many well-built towns 
and elegant houfes, prove the riches and adivity 
of the inhabitants. In a fubfequent letter I pro-, 
pofe to give you an account of the principal 
places, aptd in the mean time I remain, &c, &c. &c. 

• t E T T I a XVI. 

Copenhaffcn, Jan 1786. 
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LY journey from Chrifr 
rianftadt to Yftadt^ lay through a fandy plain of 
four miles, which the extraordinary drynefs of 
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this year cendered fo very heavy, that fix horfes 
could fcarcely draw me through it in a day. But 
this flownefe is very unufual in Sweden. The pre- 
feiits, by which in France, Germany, and other 
countries you urge the poftilions to get forward, 
fliould here be employed only in moderating 
their ardour, and preventing their galloping 
down the defcents of laountains, with the reins 
thrown upon the horfes necks, and the wheels of . 
the, carriage unlocked. Their dexterity, indeed, 
is very great, but a ftranger is at firft alarmed 
by fuch uncommpn rapidity, which* feems more 
dangerous from the youth and apparent incapa- 
city of the poftilions, who are often boys of 
thirteen' or fourteen years old, and, fometimes, 
cfpecially in the feafon of harveft, only women 
or girls. 

Near Trollebo^ or the Sorcerer's ileft, I flopped 
to examine a ftone of very remarkable fize, which 
ftands by the fide of the road. It is called Mag^ 
Iqfteeriy and is twenty feet in height, twenty-four 
broad, and thirty in length. • The country people 
believe it to have been placed there by fome dwarf 
forcerers on th^ day the firft church was confe- 
crated. At the feignbrial eftate of Luingjhy^ not 
far from this ftone, a horn is preferved, faid to 
have been taken in 1490 from thefe dwarf for- 
cerers, who, on the nights immediately preceding 
' Chriicmas, ufed to raife the ftone upon pillars, 
and dance under and around it. The whole 
ftory is written upon parchment, and preferyed 
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among the archives of Luingfby, with the vene. 
ration due to an evangelical writing. The horn 
is Xom^thing lefs than that of a cow, and, in 
the fcafts of former times, has probably ferved 
the ^varriors as a drinking cup. 

The exiftence of a fubterraneous people' is be- 
lieved in many parts of Sweden, and in fome 
iflands of the Baltic, amongft which is that of 
Bornholm. This ifland belongs to the Danes, 
and I was affured by fome of them that the in- 
habitants rely much upbn the affiftance of a war- 
like and forcerous people, who are ever ready to 
proted them againft their enemies. 

Yftadt is a fmall, but well-built town, fituated 
upon the Baltic Sea, and diftant, in a direft line, 
about fourteen German miles from Stralfund, 
the capital of Swedifh Pomerania, with which 
place a communication is conftantly kept up by 
packet-boats. 

Malmoe, the capital of Scania, is fituated upon 
the Sound, oppofite to Copenhagen, and at the 
diftance of about four miles. It is well built, arid 
is did to contain about fix thdufand inhabitants. 
A company of artillery, another of huflars, and 
a part of the Queen's regiment compofe the gar- 
rifon ; and in the center of a large fquare ftands 
a very fuitable building, which is ufed as a grand 
guard room. The cathedral is lefs than thofe of 
Upfal and Linkioping, but is of fome beauty, and 
ornamented with a marble pulpit. One of the 
pillars is hollow, and the perfon who fhews the 
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church aflures you, that a moiik was formetly 
immured in it for life, as a punifliment for adul- 
tery. ** Through that hole," fays h^, " eggs arid 
. *' water were conveyed to him, to prolong hh 
" exiftence aiid his fufferings, and his IkuII *ftil! 
" remains at the top of it, to prove the truth of 
•♦ the liory/' Wraxail mentions the circum- 
ftance in his travels, and appears to have no 
doubt of its truth ; but it is clear enough that 
what they call a Ikull is nothing more than the 
remains of an ancient pot, which once held the 
holy water. The tower of this church com- 
mands a fine view of the country, the ftraitSj^ 
and the diftant fpires of Copenhagen, 

In the town-houfe, which is a very handlbme 
building, there is a large chamber, caDed the hall 
of Canute, where a religious fbciety, confifting 
of many perfohs of diftindion of both fexes, 
holds its meetings. It was incorporated by Ca- 
nute IV. or the Saint, and bears his name. The 
haH is ornamented with the portraits of many kings 
and queens of Sweden and Denmark, \<^ho have 
become members of the fociety^ and honoured its 
meetings whh their prefence. The prefents of 
the different fovereigns are alfo preferved, and 
amonft others arc three crane-neck'd bottles of 
immenfe fize, made of filver, elegantly carved 
and gilt. The largeft was given by Frederic H, 
of Denmark. 

The 



(. 159 ) 

The city, on the land fide, is defend^ bjr 
ramparts, baftions, and ditches ; and towards the 
fca, by a fquare fort with two ditches and a 
doable rampart. The exterior inclofure isgu^- 
ed by a detachment of artillery •, and the inferior, 
in which there is an old caftle, now ufed only as 
a prifon, by one of infantry. The latter ram- 
part has alfo foui^ orillons of ftone^ which for- 
merly, no doubt, were a confidcrable defence. . 
Is a fmall city, chiefly remarkable for 
Lund, the univerfity founded there by Charkg 
IX. in 1666. It is moftly reforted to for 
theological ftudics, but they have an obfcrvatory^ 
an anatomical theatre, and a botanical garden, 
of which the firft is inferior even to that at Up- 
fal, and the latter very finail and badly preferved, 
the orangery being occupied by ibme women em- 
ployed in winding filk for a manufa^hire efta- 
blifhed here. The cathedral is large, but with- 
out any object much worthy of notice. Amdng 
the many relics, they fliow you a fliift worn by 
the Virgin Mary, long enough to make a night- 
gown for the largeft grenadier in the PrufSan 
fervicc. 

Under the cathedral is a fubterrancous church, 
fupported by rows of pillars, between which arc 
the tombs of the ancient archbiihops. I defcended 
into it, aad was fliewn a well, the water of which 
is condufted into all the houfes in the city, and , 
alfo two iron gates, opening into a gallery, which 
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runs under ground as far as Dalby, a final! toUTi, 
at the diftance of a mile from Lund. The church 
and gallery are fiiid to have aflforded a refuge to 
the catholics in times of perfecution. At. this 
univerfity Linnaeus acquired the elements of his 
botanical knowledge, and from the ramparts of 
the city coUefted the plants defcribed in his Flora 
Lundenfis. 

From Lund I went to Landfcrona, a very an- 
cient town, fituated, like Malmoe, upon the 
bank of the Sound. Adjoining to it they are 
building a new town, upon a plan firft begun by 
the late king« Many elegant houfes are already 
finiflied, and ftrangers, efpecially thofe who build, 
are invited to refide here by the conceffion of 
fome confiderable privileges. The fuperb bar- 
racks for' the garrifon, and a magnificent hofpi- 
tal founded by the late queen, make two fides of 
a fquare,, in which they are now conftruding a 
handfome church, intended to form the center of 
the new town. 

A port is alfo intended to be eftablifhed here, 
and, to defend it', a fortrefs is building at a fmall 
diftance in the fea, founded partly upon a rock, 
and partly upon piles. The undertaking, if it 
fuccpeds, will certainly be very detrimental to the 
Danes, by inviting many veffels to lie for flielter 
on this fide of the Sbund. But they confider its 
fuccefs as very doubtful^ becaufe the fliores are 
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TCttiJeted datigerotis by fands, which the ftiHnefe 
of die fca permits <o accumulate, while thofe of 
Zealand, being clcanfed by continual currents, al- 
iirays afford a fufficient depth of water. The new 
town, however, and its fortrefs may be confider- 
ed as one of thofe vaft and fpirited undertakings, 
in which the Swedes exercife their genius and in- 
duftry, under fo many difadyantageous circum- 
fiances both of niture and fortune. ^ 

The garrifon at Lanxifcrona ccMififts of the re* 
^ment of Lieutenant Genersd Sprengporten, 
copnimander of the order of the Sword, and En- 
voy Extraordinary to the Gourt of Denmark *. 
It contains 800 men, who, for figure and difci- 
pliae, are coftfidcred as the flower of the Swedilh 
army. 

' Whiie my psffagc over the Sound from Hel- 
fingbujrg was prevented by a ftorm, I went to fee 
Ramios, a mineral watering-place, much fre- 
!^u£nted by the nobaity and the opulent inhabi- 
tants of Scania, who ufiidly affemble here in July, 
and choofe fome poptdar nobleman to do the hon- 
ours, and dired the amufements of the place. 
The wefl-kmown pdlitenefs of the Swedes to 
ftrangers, the beauty of the fituation, and the 
falubrity of the cHmate, attrad here a great 
deal of company from Denmark for the feafon j 
and tte baBs, which are always, held on a Sun- 

• H« reeeKxd the appointment rfAiabaSidor in r7&8. 
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4ay, ,?tr?jiattfft4ed by. the. noWlity, ;fi>fieign twHi^ 
£ber$ and m^ny other pedons frpnp .Cop^nhigcii. 
At Helfingburg I concluded my.tQi^r thyo»J8^»*^ 
Jdngdqm of iSweden, and ^mb^kpd . ]for •Jteft- 
mark, of which country I intend fiiortly tifiikad 
you fome particulars. In the mean time : I re- 
t^iain 4 « . ♦ . . . ; }A ■. 

'. Yours &c. 5Ffe,o 

/ . . . : ..•; .n 

LETTER Xni. ' '^^^^ 

.... .• . • . •• . ■ .■ I .luv. 

. Copenhagen, J^o, . , ^j f ^tff^^j 
MY DEAR FRIEKD, . n; v^u 

my voyage from ^Htl- 
fingburg .to Elfineur, the waters, agita^d fey^thfe 
'fiorm of the preceding day and night, ftill rdfted 
tumukuouiiy along, and the little bark, to iv4ik9i 
1 bad committed myfelf, rofe and feii kt tlM i^- 
pulfe of every pafling wave. By degrees 'tkfe 
clouded atmoff^ere yielded t (J the influence of the 
dawn, and, at length the f«m arofe in'aH^his glei^, 
contrafting by the brightnefs of his beatnar**hc 
darknefe of the turbulent fea; Surrounded' % 
thefe great o%cls, in w&ich nature feemsto ei- 
prefe 2^nd exert herpowprs, my mind rofe to^at 
degree of abfiradion atiwhidi the tfaoughts^&c 
:upQn lOne f^ of obje^s, 'and are wholly -vi^tii- 
drowHt ftonr the reft .q£ xht^ world; . In thi>' rieve- 
rie, as I confidered the different degrees of hap^ 

pinefs 



fllisfiaai ilMfery,^vs^hich 1 h&d dcfe*#'*icpfcl4cttced 
^P^ilefifecf, I thought notWng fb in^ch^lrefei«i- 
tiiidi^ variety and ihcbnfiahcy of human Ufe,'as 
iflftUviVfes bf a ftormy fea, abated by continusdi 
€C«aflias, and mutually deftroying, and deftroyed 
by cachother. ' 

At length we approached the fhores of Den- 
mar]^, and a view of the caftle of Cronentiurgput 
an end to my reverie. This ancient callle, fur- 
rounded with towers ai^d ramparts^ fills the mind 
with a melancholy awe, and excites one^s pity for 
the unfortunate Queen, who here pafled four* 
months and a half, in all the fluduations of fear, 
hope, grief, and defpaii> Within a few years 
tUN^rTmrds, another Queen, retiring* from the 
vrorJd, t©ok up her refidence in a neighbpuring 
caftfe,iiaaid dedicated her life to ads of charity and 
4ayotiQn. ■^ Ever fince the Prince Royal obtained 
tjie ptefidency of the council of ftate. Queen Jiilia 
1^ ^il^drawn herfelf from all concern ifa the go- 
S^nmiatt, and refided at the caftle of Friedcn- 
iP^iurg. JButher tranquillity is, perhaps, fome- 
l;imes Miiterrupted, when, from the hills of Frie- 
' /J^nfb»?;g, Ihe view^ the diftant towers of €opeh- 
iiagi^i^r ^n4 recoUei^ tliecataftrophe of tl^ nig^t 
tfeqtw^en the i&th aisd Jtgthqf January, 1772, in 
^^hiclv a yDung, beautiful and amiable 'Qii)?ch, 
Jmw witii ^Ithe qualities .that might OTtitte I^er 
to happijijBfe, but enthralled by the fatal&yof cir- 

* Or driven. T* 
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cumftances^ and milled by the qpetmelsi of ber 
own difpofition^ was rouied from her htdy after 
the pkafures and fatigues of a brilliant fetei^ aiui 
torn away from every thing (he hdd mofr deartc» 
hen 

The unfortunate Matilda, after beii^ ftnrdbly: 
feized by Coubt Ranteau, and fome other officers^, 
was conduded to a coach and fix^ iit wlndK.^ 
captain of horfe with his drawn fword^ an in&i* 
rior officer, and one of the women of her cham*- 
ber, immediately placed themfdves* thus ac* 
compattied, and efcorttd by 24 dragoons^ ffae was 
taken to the caftle of Cronenburg^ whither tiicr 
Princefs Augnfta, then a child of Ixx months dd^ 
followed her in another coach^ with a guard aai 
one lady.-— <^een Julia, in the ftiUnefs of her 
prefent retreatj may frequently recur to the dan- 
gers of that memorable night, when the ob^- 
nacy of a valet, in rcfiifing the keys oftheKingn^ 
bed-chamber, the tender and variable difpofitioa 
of the Count de Rantzau, the attachment of z 
number of courtiers. to Matilda, the a&ftion of 
the Kmg for his wife, and his fricndfhip for Stru^ 
enzee, fotmed a feries of obftacles which nothing 
leis than thte moft perfeft courage and addrefit 
could furmount. 

But to return to my owfi fituation. In the 
roads we paflfed through a fleet of three htmdr^ 
veffels of all nations, and after many tacks^ which 
gfive us a full view of the whole, arrived at Elfc- 

neun 



•neur. Ttere I was detj^iiied four Hquh for horfei, 
an<i might have waited much longer, but for the 
obliging attentions of Melfieurs Fenwick and 
Oodin. In this town, frequented as the grand 
thoroughfare between Sweden and Denmark, the 
pofts are fa badly regulated, that ftrangers are fre- 
quently obliged to wait four-and-twenty hours. 

In the mean time I went to fee the caftle of Cro- 
nenburg, which is feparated from Elfeneur, only 
by an alley of linden-trees,^ After fome cuftomary 
ceremonies, we were perpakt^d to fee it, the offi- 
cer of the g^ard having obtained the leave of the 
foveraor. Major General de Beflel I defired to 
e Ihewn the apartments formerly occupied by 
the C^een j and the manner i^ which I was gra- 
tified, Ihewed the reqiiefk to be by no means un- 
lifual. The fuite now forms the refidence of the 
Ifoyernor^ andfconfiiis of feveral. commodious 
chambers, very fimple, and plainly /ftirnifliedj 
which interefted mc fo nroch, qn account of their 
4ate inhabitant, that I could Scarcely withdraw 
jnyfelf from them. The reft of the caftle attraded 
my notice but little, though thare were fome 
paintings reprefenting the wars' of Chriftian V. by 
Carl van Manderen, and a portrait of Admiral 
Trompby the fame hand *. I, however, admired 

: * Carl ^sten Ma^derta, bom at HafUm about the latter end- of the fix*- 
jt^enth century, was appointed pam^ to the couft ®f Frederic the Thij^ 
•of Denmark, and executed a portrait of that Prince, which Vohdel has 
xSilebrated in a deadh good cou^et^ ' ' 

^ J ; 3^^ father of Carl van Manderen viras both a painter and a poet. 
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the immenfc fubterraneous works, \ifcd is ts^y 
mates by the foldiers, and a battery level with tHb 
water, conftrufted upon an abutment raifed lii the 
Sound; with which they pretend they cStn reach 
the oppofite fliore. It has to endure the eiTorts 
of a very heavy and tempeftuous fea ; but the un- 
dertakers^ feem not at all to doubt the ftrength of 
their work. 

Hirfholm, a caftl^ fituated in a delightful valley, 
half-way from Elfeneur to Copenhagen, was given 
by the King to Matilda before their reparation. 
Here fhe frequently retired with feleft parties"; 
and, freeing herfelf from the artificial re1ftraih?s 
of ceremony, participated in thofe focial delights, 
which the opennefs of her difpofition, and the 
gpodnefs of her heart fo well qualified her to re- 
ceive and communicate. But her fondnefe for 
pleafure, the ready influence of perfuafion ovdt 
her mind, and the unfuitable circumftances ' of 
her marriage, afforded her enemies an opportunity 
of exciting fufpicions, which might have beeil, 
eafily diflipated by a little more caution on Ker 
partj^ or a little lefs ambition on the part of Stru^ 
jcn?ee. 

flaying thus fifled my mind with the f etriem- 

» j^ra^ace of the circumftances attendant upon the fall 

of tlus unfortunate Queen, permit me to give you 

.y^ome account of her children, and of the meafures 

, by whiph tjiq powers of government have beeii 

wrefted 
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^lifted from tkofc ,who obtained^ thpm by thp^ 
dpftciii^Qn of lyi^tUda. 

,^ TheJprincefs Royal, with talents which do ho- 
l^pjjr to the education £(ie has received, very much 
refcmbles her late mother in beauty b£ counten- 
anpe, iivelinefs of difpofition, and innate excel- 
lence of heart. The Prince Royal is, in perfon, 
much like the King, but his eye-brow^ arc very 
thic?k, and his hair ^almoft white. He ha? a fpri- 
ous ^nd penfive air, ^fpeaks little in' public, and 
feems much attached to the army, which' lie fre- 
quently exercifes, and has conciliated, by anaug- 
.saentation of pay, and by appearing conftantly in 
a military uniform. Thofe who approach him 
moft nearly fpeak highly of his abilities, and de- 
cbre their expedations of his attaining a very fu- 
perior degree of knowledge in the diificult fcience 
.t>f governing ; while his only ambition feems to 
be that of affording happinefs to a people, whde 
liberal conceffion of abfol\ite power fo well enti- 
tles theni to the gratitude and attention of their 
.monarchs. , ,^ 

On the 28th of March, 1784, this Prince, Be- 
ing then 16 years and two months old, was cofti- 
firmed in th^ chapel of the caftle, in the prefence 
of the nobility, foreign minifters, chiefs of the 
different departments and other perfons of dif- 
tinftion, who were'inyited! He was (ex:a:mihed 
as to the principles of religion by Mr. Bailfiholfai, 
,fijrfl chaplain to the 'court, antl for three hours 

together 
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togetbir pepfied to every queiUoili with admiraJde 
preferce of mind, acutenefs, and propriety, Af^ 
:ter tlos ceremony he was declared of age, and a 
day appointed for his taking his feat at the cottn« 
cii, ir* the Prefidency of which he was to fu.ceeicl 
hi* uBcle Prince Frederic. Mr. Gulberg, formerly 
preceptor to Prince Frederic, afterwards fcdr^tary 
to the cabinet, and*at length minifter of fiate;^ Mr* 
Hoiencrone, minifter of foreign aftirs ; and Mr, 
Stehnian, minifter of the finances, were then added 
to the council, and Mr. Sporon, fub-governor to 
the Prince Royal, was appointed fecretary to thq 
cabinet. On the 28th of the preceding January, 
being the birth^day of the prince, feveral penfionfi 
had been augmented, and eight new Knights of 
the Holy Ghoft were made, amongft whom was 
Mr/ Moltke, fieward of thq hoi^fehold tQ,Quee)o^ 

At length the gjseat day arrived, which was eo* 
drely to change the face of affairs in Denmarls^ 
The Prince Royal, fcizing the monaMit, when, on 
account of relieving the guard, a part of .thegac* 
yifon were uawder arms, gave orders that no pcr- 
jcms ihould quit their pofi till they, had reoeiyed 
permiiSon from him* The council were thexi 
aflembledji and the Prince with a paper iq 
his hand, ^ntiMied the King's ^partnacnt, where 
h^ found his uncle con£uierably f^rprized at his 
ap|>earance.; Iiaua^ firm but cdjpoflful manner, he 
addreffed the Kipg, under vhocri, he 6id, 

the 



( <^9 ) 
llitlaTi^ now called i;^n him to gommrii^ iRFith 

the aiSftance of a council, which he was defirous< 
ibould be compofed only of perfons worthy of 
Itt$ confideace, To this end^ he faid, he had pro- 
jofled a change of members in the actual council^ 
aixd had prepared a memoir upon the fut^d, 
which he hoped his IVfagefty would giVfe him per- 
miilion to read, and would afterwards honour 
with his approbation and ilgnature. His firomefs 
overcame the attempts made to intimidate him; 
he read his paper, and the King figned it* 

With, this anthority for his condud^ he pce- 
fen^d himfblf to the council, and, in a manner 
^t once decifive 2uid n^odeft, returned his thanks 
to all the incmbers, efpecially to his iincle, for 
their exertions in behalf of a government, whicfa^ 
' during the melancholy fituation of his father, de- 
volved to him of right. At the fame time he iwj- 
tified that he had formed a new coundl, and had 
e|u:)uded Mei&eurs Ro&ncrpne, Gulbei;g, Steh^ 
inan, and Mokke, whom he, however^ affwcd 
of his proted^on, and promifed to recompcs^ 
for thelo&of their {4aces by penfions or fome 
equivalent provifion. Finally, bci requefi^ Prince 
Ferdyiand to afliil him with his advice, and to 
honour the new board with im pre&nce. 

From the aSoniihed members, who, though 

they knew j^ revolution to be intended, believed 

|t to be very improvable or difiant^ the Priqse 

■ » J . . • r . ■ wept 



iKcnt td tte cafHc guani, and addrdfed the < 
ccfs o£ foot and horfe, whom he found affem-i 
bled according to his orders. They inamediatcjy 
bound themfelVes to him by an oath, and he palj. 
ed on to the apartment of Queen Julia, to jn* 
form her of what had. been ^one, and to affure 
her that his condud fhould always be marked 
with that reipeft which her rank required, and 
which his attachment to her perfon fo much in*^ 
clined him to fhew. He invited her to retain 
the fame apartments which Ihe then inhabitec^, 
*^ut . at the feme time gave her the liberty pf 
ckocriBng any of the royal caftles to retire to, and 
very delicately infinuated, that for the future all 
affairs would be tranfacled by himfelf and hi^ 
icouncii alone, 

" After this vifit, he affembled together the ga- 
n^erncMF of the dty. Prince Bevern, the comman- 
der of the citadd, the chiefs of the different diB- 
partments, the commanders of the fourteen bat- 
talions in garrifon, the colonel of the Bourpoife 
«id the officer of the police, and informed them 
.that his orders were alone to he obeyed. 
- 1 The feme- day Mr. de Shack, highTfteward of 
^he court," and Mr. Jacobi, ' re?ider to the King, 
received their difiniffions, juid were fi;^cceede4.hy 
four chaunberlains, to ;whofe immediate care the 
King^siafety,^ health, aiici amu(ei:pentsf w^re cppci- 
mittcd. ^ Mt^/dfi.Shjaefc was ^pppii^ted grandtWaf- 
ter of the ceremonies, an office not affording any 

employment 
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c&ploytnetitzt' c6nh^'znd which gave him no 
figWt of accefs to the King's pcrfon. Upon his 
fetii*ement fobn after, his place was given to Mh 
cfeNumfcn, dircftbr of the chamber of tblk at 
Elfeneur, and fon of the lady who had the care 
of the Prince Royal in his infttncy. This gen* 
tldftian, who has refided in mahy foreign courts^ 
and is a patron of learning and the polite arts, is 
here held in very high eflimation, as a man of 
tafte, politenefs, and knowledge of the world. 
At the fame time Mr, Sporon was difttiifled from 
his place of fecretary to the <:abinet, which he 
had hardly enjoyed long enough to receive the 
compliments of his friends upon his appointment. 

An exprefs was»fent^to Count Bcrnftorf, who 
xefided upon his eftates in the country, inviting 
him to accept the office of minifter of foreign af- 
. fairs, vacant by the difmiffion of the Count dc 
Rofencrone, and held in the mean time by Mb. 
iShack-Ratiau. • - 

Count Rofencrone, within a few days after* 
wards, retired to Jutland, where he has fome 
very confiderible eftates, and was rewarded by tst 
penfioA oi^ 2500 crowns. Defcendcd from a fa- 
mily but lately ennobled^ he was at firft employed 
only in foreign embaffies ; but his adminifiration 
here gained hitti the character of an honeft man ; 
and the mildhdft of his deportment and manners 
makes his abfentd regrWed by all who knew him 

as 
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p^ a man, or had oocafiou to traaikd hu^cl) 
wkh him as a muufler* 

Count SchiiBjq^elxnan, fon of th^ famcaisScHxn* 
fBelman^ fuccceded to the poft of wimfter of the 
llnances, in the room of M^. Stehman, who wa« 
appointed to the baliiage of Haderflehen, Mr. 
Stehiman, a laborious and able c^culator, owe$i 
his fortune entirely to his abilities, which yet 
fcem not fufficiently extenfivc or powerful to qua- 
lify him for the poft of minifter in a country, 
where th^ refources are but ill-proportioned to 
the neceffities of government, and the many im- 
provements proje^ed throughout tKe jkingdom. 

Mr. Guiberg, qjuitting the miniftry and the 
coun^fl, remains in the fervice of Prince Frede- 
ric;, m high-fteward of his houfehold, a poft be- 
Aowed upon him a few months before the revo- 
]utioo> with a penfion of 2,000 crowns, to which 
ihc new adds another of 2,500 in quality of a 
difmiffed minifter. He is of plebeian extra^oj), 
JKis iither having been a prieft in Norway, and 
himfelf having ferved a . church at Rotfchfld, 
which he quitted to become preceptor to Prince 
Frederic. But his. powers have g«^incd him the 
iadmiration, and bis amiable qualities the love^ 
of all the nalion. ; He is inquifitive, labo- 
rious, and fccms to have little tafte for what is 
genm^y called pleafure, as I have never feen 
him at any ball; fete, or public fpeclade during 
my refidenoe at Copenhagen. The labours of 
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ftildy employ his mind, wkUe 'dDmcftic jdeafure* 
engage his heart* He has marriai fuccefSvdy 
the two daughters of a miller at Friedenftixirg- 
Prince Frederic and Queen Julia honour him with 
their entire confidence. 

^General Eichftadt^ the late governor of the 
Prince Royal, who commanded the dragoons in 
the revolution of 1772^ having quitted the 
council, and been difmiifled from his poft of co- 
lonel of the horfe-guards, noi«r lives in retirement 
upon his eftates with the appointment of grand 
chamberlain of the realm. 

Th^ rqxjTt of the Prittoe RoyaPs condu^ was 
foon circulated through the dty, and the people^ 
who had always expeflbed to fee revived in him 
the virtues of his grand-father^ Frederic the 
Fifth, began to affembte in great numbers before 
the caftle, teftifying their impatience to fee the 
new regent. He appeared in his uniform as a 
general, and was fainted on all fides by the moft 
joyful acclamations. Afterwards, accomjwinied by 
his Marlha!, the Baron de Eulau, and followed only 
by one footman, he walked through the princi- 
pal ftreets of Ck)penhagen, and from the immenfe 
crowds with which they were filled, contij^jued 
to receive expreffions of attachment and eftcem. 

His conduft was certainly equally diftinguifhed 

by the firmnefs with which he executed his plan, 

and his moderation in enjoying the fuccefs of it. 

' ^ Evetf 
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Evctt thofe whom he thought 'prdper to difrnti^ 
from their employments, his Jbumanity would 
not permit him to deprive of fupport. Thty 
were all recompenfcd, in a greater oc lefs degiw 
by penfions, balliages, or other employments i 
and, although removed from all intereft in the 
afiairs of the capital, were kft to the quiet en- 
joyment of their own principles aixd pofibfficms* 
Indeed, the lsU;e miniftry is admitted to have go- 
verned with moderation and gentlenefs, afic^dc^ 
ing conftant encouragement to the arts and 
feiences, and endeavouring to promote the ge- 
neral welfare, by preferving the peace of the nai 
tion, and the domeftic tranquillity of the people; 
But the remembrance of the bloody catafiroj^ 
by which they firft obtain^ their power ; and of 
the fubfequent; fofferings of an unfortunate Queen, 
excited a fpirit of difcpntent, which the perfo- 
nal qualities of her children, and the endeavours 
of the Englifli party, conMerably tended to 
promote. 

The actual coungil, to which, under the preii^ 
dency of the Prince Royal, sdl matters are report!- 
cd, after pafling through the different ddpart>- 
ments, confifts, befides Prince Ftederix^, ofatibe 
following minifters. i j^ * ^ ^v: 

^ The Count de Bcrnfior^ mlnifter foir» foficeign 
^airs, and prefidentof the Germaja- Chancery^^ 
the Baron de Rofencrantz, prcfideiit of the Gc^ 
lege ■ of Admiralty J the Baron -derShack*Ratlau; 

patron^ 
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pttlnr»!i of'the'-UTiiver^ty.of Cc^ri Mom 

fifimr/de Huth, oonimander in chbf of the Art 
t^ry, and prefideivt of the College of War ; 
and Monfieur de Stampe, prefident of the Daniffli 
Chancery, 

uThc Count. d6 Bernftorf is the nqAew of the 
celebrated Count of the feme r^am^; known to 
po^erity for his fervices undei: the glorious reign 
of Frederic the Fifth. By a pepfonal intercourfe 
with the different courts of Eilrope, he has ob* 
tained a profound knowledge of their interefts ; 
and with a ftate of health which feems at beft to 
bepreeariousi^ he is laborious, active, and iiide-' 
flfcigahle. His prtefepjt office is now held by him 
fdr the fecond time. Involved in 177 1, under 
the adminiftration of . Struenzee, in the difgrace 
of his uncle, he was recalled in 1773 under that 
of Prince Frederic. In 178® he was obliged to 
retire^ a fhort time after liaving figned, con- 
jointly with the minifters of Ruffia and Sweden, 
the famous treaty of armed neutrality. The Emr 
prefs fiifpefting, from his known attachment to . 
England, fome delay, in the preparation of the 
fiipulated armaments, foUcited and obtained his 
difiniffion. The Danilh court had at that time 
ftrong reafons for conciliating the favour of that 
o£i RufSa, and the regret which accompafliied 
Bernftorf, iipon his departure for his cftates,. tqa- 
gether with thd fati^fadiiion of the liation. upicto 
his • re-appoint mifent byitheiPrincfe Royal, prov^ 

• '• that 
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thst he was tbeH made a (acitfice to its mi^ 
rcfts- 

Tbe fiaiXHi de Rofencnmtz^ dtiring' the abfence 
of the KiBg upon his traifids, and before the ad- " 
minifhration of Strucnzee, had the direftion of 
the war department. He is a man of very fupe- 
rior powers, has great ksaOwledge of the worlds 
a potite and ealy fnanner, with every qualificar 
tion Fequi£te for Ihining in a court. 

The Bafon de Shack-Ratlau is efte^ihed for Ids 
abilities and ^ccjutrefneiits in Kterature aiHd the 
polile arts, and has acquired the general efteem of 
the nsKion for his noble and generous conduQ: at 
the beginning of the adminiftration of Struenzee **. 

Monfidur de Huth, whb, at the age of fevehty- 
five, appears to have all the vigour of a riian of 
forty, owes his prefent elevation entirely to Ais " 
own ^xertion& He was born in Heffe, arid, z£- ' * 
ter ferving in feveral wars, came into the fer^ce' 
of Denmark, as a lieutenant-colonel, under the 
adminiftration of the Count de St Germain* Hia 
mani^rs at^ very plain, and, befideS his repiitaj- " 
tion as a profeffional man, he has the chara<9:e;r of 
great integrity, and moral propriety of conduflr, 

Monfieur de Stampe is alfo much eftecmed* 

The four firft minifters are kniglits of the order 
of the Elephant j Monfieur dc St^pe of that of 

♦ The two laft noblemen quitted the council in the end of thtf year 
1788. 

'* • ^ Danne- 
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Daftnebrog. The Count dc Schimmdman, a 
jknjghtof the order of Daonebrc^, and minifter of 
finances and commerce, has not yet taken his, feat 
at the council*. His application and adivity af- 
ford hppes that he will one day equal the reputa- 
tion of his father, whofe memory will for ever be 
refpeded in Denmark, efpecially by the mer- 
chants, who are now about to erect a ftatue of 
him before their exchange. A model of it, exe- 
cuted by an Italian, named Rofci, was fhewn me. 
He is reprefented in the drefs of a knight, and 
furrpunded by the different attributes of com- 
merce. 

The Prince Royal, not content with the preli- 
dency and the advice of this council, pays daily 
vifits to the minifters and chiefs of the different 
departments, in order to acquire a knowledge of 
every public tranfadion, and enable himfelf one 
day to govern alone. 

Haying thus taken a view of the goyerninent 
of Denmark, permit me to conclude by 2tffuring 
you how much 

I am, &c. &c« &c. 



^« He took his feat in the beginning of the year 1789. 
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LETTER XVm. • 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

A *0 your enquiries ref|>e6f- 
ing thofe circumftances in which the inhabitahts^ 
of Sweden and DenTnarfc cKffer from, or refein- 
Me each other, I am glad that my refearches cfR- 
able me to afford you an anfwcr. ' •* ' 

The Strait, caUed the Sbund, feparates the «r6\ 
nation!*, which, with the fame origin andlkn^u^ge,. 
and, afmoft, with the fame dilnate, have y^ ^Kittie: 
confiderable poitits> of difference, which appear 
both between the countries and their inhabitants. 
In Denmark there are no rivers, and the "^hole 
eountty confifts pf rifing hills and open Valleys,, 
wftharfchbut ftony fofl, and fomefmalfhykesJ 
In Sweden, on the contrary, thfe lakes and* rivers 
are very litgc, and one perceives onfy mouiitaiiisi 
rocks, valleys, and foreftsc The Swedes aire lively, 
laborious, and fufceptible of fudden attachments- 
The Danes^ with kn indihatibn to repdfe, TitA a 
ferious, phlegmatic difpofition, are flower iiir 
forming friendfihips, but very conftant in preferv- » 
ing them. The Swedes are of a flight, but fl:rong 
make, which they fhew by a flxort blue A^efe j 

whik 
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^Mle the heavier figure tf the Daaeij is covered 
by a lottg red gaurmcnt^ It is the Opinicn of httie 
learned incii, that the Sfewedes, in the deventli 
and twelfth centuries, were of' mvtth greater fize 
than at pfefent ; ami upon this fubjed, the me- 
nfienrfr of t.Mr academy relate the following cir- 
eumftances; . \ 

^* On the ifd of July, 17645 in digging up the 
•*^<3OT^ery of the ancient monaftery of Wreta, 
^ fcveral flone chefis were fotin4 at the depth of 
^ twa ejls tinder the earth, ^ntaining human 
'^ bt^fiea of an hnmenfe fize. At the dq)th of 
•* fom eHs, in a very fine while fand, a fkeleton 
^^ W^s found perfeAly preferved^ andaboot caght 
^ fe§tIppg.-^And in laying the foundation of the; 
" fi^yer at Lindkioping, two &eletons of e^al 
^ figq. were dug up, one of which ftill retained 
^' tbe^ttiark of a deep wound in the %uU^ 

^^''Ehe bones of King Inge Halftpmipns^ which> 
*^ X^f0 m a ftone eofl|n, in the church of Wxeta^ 
^ aise rneariy of the f^me dinfienfioM,, .'aftdJbi%>j{y 
'^ tcib us that the Kin^ Stcnkilfon and lus «^pl?cW; 
'^ Kagwald Knaphofdic^, wh0 lived* 115^ flh^ be- 
**gin]^ng of the r4th eentury, werp of <U11 
", greater fize. 

*^ Such Skeletons are sdfo frequently dug up m 
*^ ancient cemeteries.*" 

. The 

.^ . ' . • ■ • ■ .\ . 

*■* Mcmoires de TAcad. dcs Sciences dc Suede, torn. 17, pa^. 3J4. 
torn; aS,: p. 174. > , * 

.JiO-. . Nz . The 



The Swedi& and Danifii languages hzVt* %^ 
origin, and arc, indeed, only different diale&sl)^ 
the fame language varied by the manners and chfc 
raders of the people* They are both pronouncea 
in a finging, or chanting tone^ but the Swedea 
chaunt more quickly, and, after lowering the 
voice upon the penultimate, raife it again ujp6A 
%\xt laft fyllable. The Danilh words end chiefly lii 
confonant^y as book, heft, baker; and the Swe« 
^{h in vowels, of which a is the moft comnioiiy 
as boka, hefta, baka. The words in each language 
mean a book^ a borfej a mountain. The Swedifft 
manner in fpeaking would infpire even an unin- 
telligent liftener with gaiety, while the mournful 
accent, and, almoft guttural pronunciation of the 
Danes, impreffes only fenfations of melancholy. ' 

The women of both countries are handu)m8,. 
amiable, and well educated, having delicate, ahd^ 
for the moft part fair complexions, blue eyes anq 
fine hair. The Swecjiih women are well maae,. 
have an ajjimated air, expreffive countenati^s^ 
and light figures: thofe of Denmark are duller^ 
and inclined to become corpulent. The firft fecm^ 
more fufceptible of the defires, the Utter of the 
tendernefs of love. In Denmark the women o£ 
the middle and lower clafles are very fond of f&dw; 

. : The famous Cajanus,,who was publicly exhibited^ and' died in HolIaft(4 
was a Swede, of the province of 6(lrobothnia. • He is iaxfl ti ^aiv&lMMiii 
above' eight feet, and might ha.T« gjvea one a very' good idea of ao^ andfn^ 
Goth.. ' I « ,. 

and 
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f?^ tj^^ir drefs, which is prepared with great care, 
|i]ti^ obtained at any rate, is compofed of materials 
^f| many colours, amongft which red is the moft 
prevalent, llie Swedifh women of the fame con- 
dition always .wear veils, and thofe employed La 
tH? labours of the field have theirs of black crape ; 
an ufefiil cuftom in a country where the eyes are 
tiatile to be weakened by the glare of the fiiow in 
winter, and the refleftion of the fun from the 
rocks during the long days of fummer* 

The Danes readily permit ftrangers to fettle 
amongft them, and there are many foreign noble- 
men and perfohs in political, military, and private 
-employments, eftablifhed in all parts of the king- 
dom* But the Swedes preferve their di{fin6Hon 
as an original people, having mingled with very 
fcw^ families of foreign extraftion. By the tenth 
^icle of the new conflitution it is ena&ed, in 
conformity to the old one, " That no ftranger, 
** pf whatever condition, or rank, not even a 
^* prince, ffiail be employed in the political, mi- 
'^' Utar^, or civil department, or (hall be capable 
"^Vpf holding any poft not immediately belonging 
'^ io' the court." 

'^^ Bjpth nations are. attached to the Sciences and 
3^ell^§ Lcttres, and have cultivated them fuc- 
cefsfully. The Swedes boaft many learned men, 
not only known and efteemed at home, but ad- 
jnired throughout all Europe. Among thefe are 
Jlinnaeus, Bergmann, Gdfius, Menanderhielm,' 
^ ,^ Wargentin, 



Wargcntini dc Gccr, and tfiatable hift0rk>grtt<B^ 
Lagerbring*.— Tycho Brahe, Rocpler, O&ipttrcl 
Bartholin, Simon PauH, Worniius, and HfAbei^^ 
may be feleclcd from the lift of Daniih aicn trf 
fciencc; and to thefe permit me ta add Mr» tfe 
KTratzenftein, ReAor of the Univerlity, tnd Pro* 
feflbr of Experimental Philofophy; the Chamber* 
lain de Suhmf, and Mefirs, dc Trc&aw, ^nd 
Kalifchen, Profeffors of Divinity and Chirui^^ety^. 
The greatcft part of the nobility of both nkiioth^ 
after an excellent preliminaiy education at home. 



-• He died in 1788, 

f Extfad of a letter ftom the worthy and karoed ProfelSvrdf; Sfr^ 
C9Dw» 49ted Copenhagen, Feb. 1 7th, 1 7 8 1 . 

^" Tq Mr. de Sidim we owe all that is exa£tiy known concerning the 
« HiAory of Denmark. This learned man, by a pcrfeft knowledge of d>C 
** ancient langqagss, and an incrediblraflMuity inhiftorioalrcfesuxrbfftibl^ 
*' been enabled to giv,e the public fonrt^en quarto volumes, the titles of 
** which are as follows: I. Upon the origin of Nations in general, Copen- 
** hagen, 1769. 2^ Upod the origin of the Ndrthern Nations, X<77dk 
** j.C6nceriiing Odm and the Mythology <?f the Northern Nations, 17/I. 
** 4'^5..Upon the Emigration of the Northern Nations, 1772, 1773. 

** 6. — 9. Critical Hiftory of Denmaik, 1774 8r. 10.— j'j» HSftory'of 

** Betomark. 14. Collection of Hidorkal Pieces concemip^ Denmark. . 
^ ♦*. Jt is to be lagjentcd that tjjefc works have not yet been tranflated. 
** The Hiftory of Norway was pnbli(bed in 1771, in three Tolttmes, 4to. by 
•« another refl>edhble htftorian, named Schionning. The want? of tiranfiax 
** turn* of theie performance^ i^in i^e degree rccompenfed hj ibme p»hp 
•* Jications upon the Hiftory of Denmark, Norway, and the Dutchies 0/ 
" Slefwig and Holftein, in which Xleffrs. Ochhardi and Chriftlafti liaVte 
«* availed themA;lvcs of the labours of dc Siihm and Schionning." 

J acquire 
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acgifim.a io^wledge of, tb€ laws and manner^ of 
^w^lipi natioasby travel, and local iavcftigation. 
l^ey: ai^ ^ually difiinguiifaed for an eafy and en- 
&&^ pfd^Ufids, to wiitch thofe qf Sweden add - 
iJ^ piio^tiye virtue o£ hoipitaUty. 
.. fal t]^ miHtary and. xjaval dq)artments <rf 
S^edi^n^ thofe only can obtain promot^on^ who 
^ye ferycd iinder iome fore^gja power; a/qualir 
fii^ion Q^efl^ry in Dpninark only to naval o&r 
oirs« vKho often acquire experience in the fervices 
i:4.£|l^i|d or Rufl^, aiid iS^metiipnes ^ board 
merchant lhips« 

The King of Sweden feiids from time to time 
ieveral young men to Rome and Paiis^ to ftudy 
the chef'^d'ieuvrc3 of ancient and modem art* 
But) notwithftanding the imtural aptitude and 
dexterity of the Swedes, their artifts by no means 
equal thofe^of Denmark, where the encourage^- 
ment is much more general and iiberaL Amongft 
the latter is an hiftorical painter, whoie compofi* 
lions will bear a comparifqn with thofe of Pierre 
or Weft*. For an annual penfioa of a tfaou&^d 
crowns granted him by the court, he is obliged to 
furniih^ach yeary upcmthe King's birth-day, a 
painting upon fome fiibjeft taken from the Hiftory 
of Denmark* Twenty-two pf thefe are to be 
finilhed, and they are to be placed in the fup^rb 
}iall of the knights, the dc%n and execution <rf 

• The Profcflbr Abalgaard. 

which 



'^nt^tf *as «thi tife of Ja lai^*aB'lii'tk(bfiSBtf-' 

' fee, : 'ih ^hith a copy* ■ K)( dadi ^)oltrait i{)(ihfted 
by him lajk-efeifvedi fo'^ ^o licmn a* intdtfiKiig 

^ CfolleAloA'ktf' ^ikeneflfesi frooi ivijic^i a difiSp^bf 
liavktei^' Wighr fortu an 6j>kioni of the dilflfeafidkit 
nietritferi' df <lfoci^y ih Co[)0Hhagcm. A ybong . 
'.^fea^t^t^jy Whb Ms Ihidiediii the ettvkcms^lto^ 

'• and'aittongft th«' rooUntr.tnb of *&witaerlandy ihas 
beerylfeht? ^ ^he Rfince Royal to take a fciieVx>f 

^ views^f^ tfee %crfl pidurefijue parts oiF Norwiy, 
IfenmaTk', ^di Jutland. Another hail of the caftle 
win be omthitntcd by thefe paintings. Ppofficfibr 
H6yeri Secretary to the Academy of Paiifting, 

* 8culptHre,^nd ArcMteAure, is a mihiattffe-paitrfer 
; of the <irft rate, excelling both in the elegaocdbf 

his compofitioh, and the delicacy of his p^il. 
The engraver Priefter is well known for tiiaigx- 

* ipreffion of his burine; and the two fculptord^ii^d 
' ftatuaries, Profeffors Wiedfek and Stanley, ^are 

diftingiriihed, the one for the accuracy of bifr b^n- 
'tours, the other for the richnefe and £t€ bf^^his 
, = compoffrions. They are both conftantly etnptoyfed 
'-''by the court. ••' ' ■- ' ': -"i^ 

' Sweden, under many dMadvantages, hasa^gJwt 
"'ftUmber *of able inaniaiafturers, ivork'me«fc^'«hd 
iirmdtfifeeli, wh6 excel as mu^h in thdr leat^r, 

' t Jucl. , t PauUlTcn. 

gloves. 
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linmA^inriit^.tmLrmhdi^xreB of <^oth^ ;ilki^^ biflts, 

Ijand^inted linoi*! .The Swediih pejafant^ a^r 
hitfetfipaymeBt of tithes and quit-reritSb-er^oys tile 
y.fBiiS^t^hSisowAh^xmr^ and has a voice ia the 
i^lq^ilfiarturc of h» country, as a.member of Hfhe 

'fewii^dfate;. he is, therefore, yigpr^u^^ia^Te, 
oiaod/ laborious} aud, although c^preffed by ^tjie 
. xWRUftkm of certaia fervices, of whi^lv that of' %r- 

rriiflling -horfes to the poftis onei ba^o^^efi^gy 

I of character unknown to thofe of J)eliB[>^r;I% who 

, /amaiCadbed to the foil in a ftate HttliQ hettejcthan 

flftYcry, hiHnbkd at once by their owniwadpleftte, 

^fittdt^ the qjpreifioii of their lords^ ^ ' ^ 

;> pNo |)erfon has yet imitated the example of*lhe 

fcrtje/CoEtjt de Bernftorf, whoj, fome years ago, 

:i ilibeiated aJl hispeafents, and thus, by roadering 

Jithem ridh and happy, advajiced his eftates tofour 

/tioits their original value. In memory of this 
< 'goedadion, thefe peafants have litely er^fted a 

Tmagaificcnt monument of NdrWay^marWe^ ; upon 

fiWhieh there is ^n infcripdon in letter^i0f gojd^ in- 
- derided *o? convey the name (^ Bernftf)rjf to^ jtjie 
Jj-fetdf^ f|ioftcrity.. J /Ifi w^s>'texectited by' Wqdcfelt, 

the Profeflbr of Sculpture, and ftaadsitptwi.KjIne 
.1. of ^thc' Gount's'iffftetels,' > s^it the diftancerof a>leaguc 
i.fft^nai (3©|>eiahag4n) .mA by the » fide {of ithi^rgr/^at 

;fd^<r0ad,i wJiifch;foad» ftom thewe to EUlnOTr. 

Notwithftanding 
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NpteyitfaftlndiiTg ^tht animofity a&d jesilQii% 
wblckpMimk between, tl^ the Sifre*. 

difli wOTkxnen are moft efteemed in Denmai^ 
audi Me employed in the manu&dures^ trade, and 
i^cultural Jaboors. Their fuperioiity to the 
Danes I havemyfelf witne&d^at Droningaard, 
where a ^laflcolody of forty or fifty Scaniaas 
cleared a& mwi^ land as treble the namber of the 
fwmer emfJoyed in the fam^ 'work, and were at 
the fame tim^ichofen by the inlpeAor, who was a 
native of Holftein, to execute all the moO: diffi* 
cult parts of the uuidertaking. The fame prefev 
rence is given to them by the HdUbin fcirmer in 
his hanneft work : but what chiefly marks the di& 
fefence between the Swedilh and Daniih labour- 
ers, is that, immediately after their work^ they 
firfi repair to their huts of turf and earth, and 
there dance to the found of a violin, or to the 
iinging of their wives and daughters, while the 
ktter, overcome with fatigue, retire to theb 
brandy bottles and^ beds. At a fete^:hampetre 
given by my friend C,..., thefe Scanians re- 
fbfed to mix with the other work-people, and, 
retiring to a corner of the field, oppoibd their own 
lively tunes and briik attitudes, to the heavy mufic 
and folemn ilep of the Danifli dance. A great 
number of Swedes, attrafted by the difference in 
the price of labour, vifit Zealand annually in 
fpring, and return at the approach pf winter; 
large parties alfo, confifting of more women than 
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xmtQy i aiie &C91 ta aiarive^ wteoewridkf repcwtlof 
as^rrgiieatJiiBdertakkg hzs been cif culated^on d» 

hriTbe bravery aoxdaaiidty of the Swedes in w« 
Iwfebcen fiiffidently proved in tke reignfi of Charl^ 
tIiQ:£^th^ Guftavus Adolphus, (iiax^BS the Ek^ 
v^ontli^ athd Charles the Twelfth; iovierd^ns, whoy 
Wie^ of direding the fpirit and abilities of thm 
fiibjeoksto the uic^l pur&its of agnciiikiLre, com»* 
merce^ and manufadaires, impoverifhed the jftate, 
and: depopulated the kingdom &om« the vain am^ 
bitioA of malpng conquefts. An able writer, nplm 
the fubjed of population, nientions a»an inftance. 
of the injurious efiefts of war in Sweden, that^y 
*^ during the late war, a company ofdEoot, confiib^ * 
** ing of 128 men, raifcd from theparifli of SkeU. 
^, Icft^'a in Weftrogothia, was twice entirely re*» 
*^.newed in the courfe of one year." 
. With refped to the military charader of the 
Dajp^s, one of their own hiftorians writes thus:, 
" The Danes, though no longer that fanguinary: 
".and ferocious people, who thought it adifgrace 
*.* to. die in their beds> are ftiU a brave nation, and 
*? have fignjUiged their courage in fome^ unhappy: 
" wars, in which thdu: want of fuccefeby land 
"has been recompcsafed by their vii^Qrics at fea," 
The Swediihy D^ilh, and Norwegian languages 
aare all derived from the ancient Scandinavian, and 
contain many Engliih, Frieze, and Low^German 
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words. luthedaysof pagani&i, the Swedes ^fed 
a fort of charafters xn writing, which they cpHed 
runor or runer^ and engraved upoji the runic ^oj^ 
placed round the tombs of their heroes, as well as 
upon the fluffs which then ferved as calendars, 
and are ftill applied to the fame ufe in fome of the 
northern provinces. Many learned men ftippofb 
Odin to have introduced thefe charafters in the 
north; and it is generally believed that they were 
taken from coins, and monuments of the Angld- 
Saxons and Franks. The greateft part of tho& 
which I faw confift of fhapelefs ftrokes, plad^d 
obliquely, perpendicularly, and horizontally ; the 
^lonuments, of which I met with feveral in my 
tour, being only circular collections of ftones, 
with one in the middle .that exceeds the reft in 
height. 

The lower claffes of the Swedilh nation ate 
very fuperftjtious, and have a thoufand triflings 
fantaftical cuftoms, the remains of the catholic, or, 
perhaps of the pagan religion. From their bdief 
in forcery, they are induced to attempt the cur;e 
of fevers, and other diforders by incantations, or 
the repetition of certain magical. words. The fuc- 
c^ls of their harveft they have no doubt depends 
upon the performance or omifEon of fome cere- 
ipony; and,, when their cattle are difeafed, they 
byry a limb of one of the dead beafts in fome 
neighbpur*&land, in. order to tranfplant the dif^ 
<)r!d$r, and remove it from their own herds. Their 

marriages. 
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marriages, births, bapti&is, and bti^iifs are ac- 
toiiipaiftiea with a th6ufand my fteriou's practices; 
tod, in the mountains, they believe in the exift- 
enceof a fubterranean genius, who;, according to 
circtimftances, is their friend or enemy, and 
wfaoiii they endeavour to propitiatie by the per- 
formance of certain Ceretnonies to his honour. 

'The Swedes, except at Stockholm and in Scania, 
build their houfes entirely of wood, and thofe of 
the peafants are made by laying the trunks of fir- 
trees, hewn or. unhewn, horizontally upon each 
tidier, joining them at the ends with wooden pegs, 
aitd filling up the interftides with niofs. Some 
boles are left for windows, and the roof, which is 
very flight, is covered with ftrata of birch-ba^k 
and turf. The ftove is bu,ilt circularly of brickSj^ 
to the height of four feet, but has a flat roof, 
which is ufed as a fleeping-place. On one fide of 
tJ^'is the chimney, the tunnel of which is clofed 
oifif the 4op by a fquare board, that may be opened 
or ihut at pleafure, and in the chimney they fl:ick, 
upon a piece of iron, a long flip of lighted fir, 
which ferves inftead of a candle. The entrance 
is by a door four feet, high, and the houfe corififls 
generally of- a'' fort of porch, and one common 
chamber, in whicli.tKe bisds of the whole family 
are placed one above the other, almbfl: in the fame ^ 
manner as ih W^ftphaM£ The barns and ftables 
are feparate builditags, and in the houfes of the 
■ ' pbft. 
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pofUwaftei^ 'there fsf always a {ecotid diAfriber^iS' 
tined M trtivdler^; cxmt^inmg a bed, br, rWHetV 
crib, atabfeanil fome ehalrsj this tliey cialf fflif 
Jtrangeri room, and it is ufed for no other' jtor^ 
pofe. In furnmer, the floors iii thefe, and in fcttte? 
better houfes, arc conflantiy fpread-i^ith brsliiehe^ 
of fir cut into fmaU pieces, whrch frcften the At) 
and exhale a' very agreeable odour* The cieRttgy 
ftove, windows, and otherpartsstrealfo hung witfe 
branches of birdi., to at«3^ thfe ffies, ^\M^ 
abound tsd a mofi: olfenfiv^ degree. ' ^^ 

In SmbExn^, and the mountain of Ddlecarliay 
the houfes of die peafknts are yet mwe fimple, \a^ 
ingonly o»eholcrin the roof, expofed to th^ fo%ifh^^ 
which smi^rs the double purpofe of a wilidbw>^ 
and a dock j the time of breakfaft and dinner h6-' 
ing regulated by the appearance of the fun*s rays* 
upon a cheft placed beneath this hole, on oiie (kte;^ 
or upon thr ftove, which fiands^on the othcar. hk 
thefe houfes^ there is feldom moi^e than oiSe iJ«M 
appropri«ed to the mafler of tfc fennly and htii^ 
w^l the other perfons fleep upon b^hcts placed^ 
along the partitions, and covered with ftcaw or 
iixeep-fkins* 

The^houfesof the better fort, both in town ani^' 
country, arc btriJt with beams, and planks, arid 
raifed to thehe^t t>f two, three, and, fometimear^ 
of ftn^r ftories. Thdr appearance is often- very' 
noble, and in the towns they are diiefly painted ol 
• . . a red 
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stred bfOKvn colour, with roofe of ttipf,. tScs, or 
of pieces of woo4 fhaped like flates. At Gt^ent- 
burg, Carlferona, and Fahlun, there are fome very 
neatly painted in the manner of thofe at Sardam, 
and others, which have much tjbe appearance of 
free-ftone. In the country, the houfes of the no- 
bility and gentry, fQ!me of whom refide all the year 
upon their eftates, iave the outward grandeur and 
the internal magnificence of caftles^ Yet I have 
feen fome of thefe, which in a few hb,urs could be 
taken to pieces and tranfported to any other place. 
I frequently amufed myfHf at Cdpenhagen by 
walking ui a hrge fquare, where facdifes.of any 
fize ^(id prize, according to the convenience of* 
the purchasers, ar^ conftru6)9ed for exportation to< 
Norway and Iceland The height, length, and 
bi^eadtbof the apartn^ents, with other particulars, 
Ihould be communicated to the undert^ers, who 
immediately ifaiE^^ the pieces from wood already 
prepares, j<na tfa«m together, €re(9r the houfe, in- 
%ecl the cohditifNi of the whole, take, in down, 
2^di a^ten maifking and numbering the different' 
parts, place k co board fliip for eiqpoartadbn« ii 
have &en fuch houfes of considerable &ze con*^ 
ftmfted eiitirdy without iroii. 

! Btt Scaniay wihere tiberc are as few wooden* 
hou&s a&in Denmark, the Dutch britks are fM"^' 
ferrcd to thofe of^ thecountry, on accotmt jjrf • 
tkeit bdng better baked^ smAiek pouienis* or. 

i Having- 
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Having thus endeavoured to fatisfy your en- 
i^uiries, I remain &c. &c. 2cc. 



LETTER XIX. 



Copenhagen, Jan. ..<. 1786* 



MY DEAR. FRIEND^ 



I 



.T may giye you a general 

idea of the difference between the ftate of agricul- 
ture in Sweden and Denmark, to fay that the for- 
mer kingdom, without the importation of foreign 
corn, would be Ibble to frequent famines; and 
the latter has always enough remaining from the 
internal confumption to form an article of com* 
merce with other nations. Yet in no country is 
agriculturemoreencouragedthaninSwedeif, where 
the government confiders it as an important obje& 
gf attention, and rewards by money, privileges^ 
and an exemption from taxes, thoie who firfi dear 
knd for cultivation, or amend that which has been 
already cultivated by others. In this deiign, alfo, the , 
patriotic fociety co-operates, and the government, 
confidering a knowledge of the ftate of population 
as a neceffary preliminary to all improvements <rf 
this fort, has eftabliftied a college for the purpofe 
of digefting the reports, which the governors of 

the 
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the^jgTQV^ijced are obliged to fciid ahn«^y aftef 
the parochial and municipal tegifters have been 
made out* 

Befides this coUfege, there is another, compofed 
of a direftor, an infpeftor, five engineers, a fecre-* 
tary, ^nd an hundred and fixteen furveyors, who 
are dilperfed through the different provinces, and 
are alfo direftors. Their bufinefs is to take all 
eiaft furvey of the whole ftirface of the kingdom, 
examine into the nature of its different earths, 
and form geometrical and topographical charts. 
FcHTitierly only a limited nuiiiber of perfons were * 
permitted to cultivate each hemman or farm, and, 
wien this number Was completed, the farmer Was 
obliged to difmifs his eldeft fons, whom the go^ 
veriiment hoped thus to force upon the cultiva* , 
tion of new lands. But government, at length, 
perceived the mifchievotis tendency of this mea* 
fure, which occafioned fueh fFeijuent emigrations, 
efpecially from the maritime provinces, that at 
otifi time, 1 2,oco Swedes were known to be em- 
ployed as failors by England alone. In \^$$^ 
therefore, upon the eftabliifiment of the college * 
of furveyors, it was decreed that each father of 
a ^iwily, under the direftion of the furyeyor of 
the^diftria, might divide his hemmaij into as , 
mscny portions as he pleafed, each portion being ' 
chargeable with its Ihare of the imports. 

^he late Mr. Fagot, a member of the Academy j ^ 
of Sciences, and Director oiFthe College of Survey- . 

' ^ O ors, 
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ors, calculated that' Sweden and Finland, Lap- 
land being unnoticed, contained, within an area^ 
of 9000* Iniles, about half a million of inhabi- 
tants. According to a table drawn up in 1773 
by Mr. Wargentin, fecretary to the academy, 
founded upon an actual furvey of the feveral pro- 
Tinces^ and upon the reports of the provincial 
governors, there are in Sweden and Finland 
5,000 fquare miles capable of culture, and 
2,57 1, Sop inhabitants. In 1781, the number of 
inhabitants appears from the fame authority to 
have increafed to 2,700,000 ; a degree of popu- 
lation which falls far fliort of that of France or 
England, the firft of which, in a fquare of 
10,000 leagues f, contains 24,000,000 of perfons, 
and the latter, in 2,900 J fquare geographical 
miles, about five millions. In the 104 cities of 
Sweden and Finland, they reckon 180,000 fouls, 
allowing 70,000 for Stockholm alone ; a number 
not equal to a thirteenth part of the whole, and, 
therefore, differing much from the calculations of 
thofe who reckon, that in all well peopled coun- 
tries, the numbers of citizens fliould be to the 
inhabitants of the country as i to 4. 

* It is difficult to fay what fort of miles arc here meant. Sweden Proper 
contains 47»900 ; Gothland 25,975 5 Schonen 2,960 ; Lapland and W. 
Bothnia 76,000; Swcdifif Finland, and Eaft Bothnia 73,000; Gothland 
Ifle, 1,000 ; and Oeland 560 fquare miles- 

f Trance contains 138,687 fquare miles. 

^ England contains 49 J40 fquare Englifli miles, 69 and a half of which 
are equal to 60 geographical miles.— Gwrtrw. 

Among 
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Among tfie two millions and a hatf o£ iiAabi- 
tints, they reckoned in 1760, 10,645 ^o^le pef- 
fpns, including 3597 children under the -age of' 
fifteen years. The number of noble families 
was then 2054, but in 1775 they amounted to 
2170, of which 85 were thofe of Counts, 231 
of Barons, and 1754 of untitled nobility. That 
of Count de Brahe is the moft ancient. From 
^ feries of obfervations continued for thirteen 
years, Mr. Wargentin informs us, that the hunl- 
ber of births in Sweden is always greater in th^ 
month of September, and lefsjn that of June 
than in any of the other months ; and that the • 
number of deaths is greateft in April. He re- 
marks alfd, that for nine fucceeding years, 100 
men have died annually in the country out of 
every 3340, and 100 women out of every 3540 ; 
while in Stockholm the deaths of males were in 
the proportion of 100 to 1722, aiid of females 
in the proportion of 100 to 2128. That in thefe 
nine years there died 2,046 men, and 3,540 wo- 
men above the age of 90 ; 20 above the age of 
100 ; 3 above the age of 120.; and one aged 127 
years. . 

The government, having for a long time been 
aware of the great advantages to be obtained from 
an increafed population, gives encouragement and 
fupport to all eftablifliments likely to promote It, 
of which the college of medicine, and feveral 
others that have been already mentioned are in- 
ftances. With tifio fame view, the King, in 1773, 

O 2 iffued 
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ifiued «an ordinance, exempting fi-om the pay- 
ment of certain capkatlons all peafants, work-* 
' men, artifans, fiiheripen, not eajoying the rights 
of burge&s, fokiiers, iallors, and their wives, 
having four or more chilA'en, By thefe suid 
fome other regulations, emigration has been in a^ 
great degree prevented, and the .number of in- 
habitants is &id tO' have received an addition of 
500,000, between the years 1751 aiid 1781. 
But no endeavours towards encr^afing the popu- 
lation of Sweden can be fo efre£hial, as the im-^ 
provement of agriculture, the melioration of 
thofe articles which form the bafis of their ma- 
nufaflures, and the holding out fuitable encou- 
ragement to ftrangers who IhsJl fettle in the 
country. 

A learned Swedef, in a memoir prefented to 
the academy, in 1750, thus cftimates the propor- 
tion between the productions of the foil^ aad the 
number of iehabitants. 

" Sweden, including Finland and the ifle&, con- 
" tains 9,000 fquare miles, and fomething kfs 
*^ than three millions of inhabitants; of this 
" fpace only 4,000 miles are fufceptible of cuiti- 
" vation, the rdl confifting of mountains, rocks,. 
*' lakfes, rivers, marlhesy and high roads ; and 
" there are only 1,000 of arable land, 2,500 
" miles being allowed to be occupied by mea- 
" dows, gardens, orchards, &c. &c» Suppofing 

f Erick Solander. 

" two 
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'** two^thirds of this land to be annuafly fown, 
** the -quantity of feed, at the rate of 24,000 
'**tO!n6 ^rtriile, will amount to 24 millions of 
" tons, and the produce, if eftimated in the pro- 
"^ pOTtion of 5 to I, will be equal to 120 mil- 
^' lions. If one-;fifth part of this be re-fown, 
•" and one-ftfth confumed by cattle, there remains 
^ 72 millions of tons of grain, a quantity, which, 
'** in France, has been found fufficient for the fup- 
** port of 20 millions of perfons. Even if this 
^* efiimate be lowered by one-hztf, on account of - 
•* itny fuppofed exaggeration, or miftake, there 
^* muft ftill be much more than enough for five 
^ miHions erf inhabitants ; yet fuch is the ftate 
*^ of agriculture in Sweden, tliat, without the 
" importation of foreign grdn, the inhabitants, 
^* who do not much exceed half that number^ 
** kavc never been fuj^orted^" 

Another learned inquirer |, in a memoir pre- 
fented to the academy, ufes the fame mode of 
-calculation, but makes the number of fquare 
Toiies amount only to 7,000. Either account, 
however, ftews the quantity of land to be fuch 
as might yield corn fufficient for three times the 
jnumber of inhabitants ; and, therefore, almoft 
proves ti^t the produce muft be leffcned by fome 
natural obOiacIes, fuch as cukivation cannot over- 
come. Jhefe, probably, are the great length and 
jrigour of the winters, tlie fhort fpace between xht 

f MenanUcr. 

feed- 
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feed-time and harvcft, the eiceffive heat of their 
fummers, which, by forcing a fudden growth, 
renders all vegetables liable to be aflfeded by the 
leaft change of weather, and the ihortnefs of the 
liights at that fe^on, when the plants have nei- 
ther the moifture nor coolneis neceffary to fup- 
port them under the parching heat of day. Add 
to this, that the fhow, by which the earth is 
povered for feven months of the year, increafes 
the difficulty of cultivating a foil by nature hard, 
compad, . and ftony ; that the inhabitants are fo 
thinly difperfed over the country, as to have no 
opportunities of mutual afliftance, and are at the 
fame time fo poorly provided with markets, that 
the fale of their commodities is by no means 
yeady or certain. 

All thefe obftacles have a permanent influence 
upon the ftate of agriculture, and muft confide- 
rably counteract both the endeavours of the huf- 
bandman, and the generofity of the ftate. A 
Swedef , who has very attentively ftudied the ef- 
fefts pf the climate, the pature of the foil, and 
the induftry of the inhabitants, aflures us that 
almoft ^ny other country will yield three times 
as much as can be obtained in Sweden by equal 
pxertions. . Of the dreadful eftefts produced by 
a dry fummer fucceeding to a hard winter, I was 
inyfelf a witnefs laft year ; when the failure of 
the crops in Sweden and Finland produced a far 
mine, and large bodies of Swedes were feen ar- 

f Lillecrantz. 

riving 
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riVifigin Denmark, in fearch of employment; 'at 
the very time when it is ufual for their country- 
men to conclude their labour? for the feafon. 
Thefe emigrations^ though cafual and temporary, 
mull tejid to the decreafe of population, there 
being always fome natives who remain abroad, 
ajid are for ever loft to their country. 

To diminilh the effeft of the many natural im- 
pediments to the fuccefs of agriculture in Sweden, 
care ihould be taken to leav^ no hands unem- 
jployed, and to prevent the peafant from being 
difturbed in the labours of cultivation. The 
eftablifliment of boftelles, and the abolition of a 
great number of holydays, contribute, no doubt, 
to this end; but the opprellive fervices of the poft 
are ftill exaded, and thus, according to the cal- 
culations of the able and zealous Secretary of the 
Patriotic Society f, the labours of 216,000 meai, 
and of double the number of horfes for one day 
5«:e (annually) loft to Sweden. The calculation 
is in every refpeft very moderate, the ftages ber 
ing reckoned at only three hundred, which is 
much below the real number. 

To all thefe difadvantages, arifing from the 
nature of the climate, and the fcarcity of inhabi- 
tants, fliould be added thofe produced by the ig- 
norance and prejudices of the peafants, of which 

f Mr. Modeer. 

the 
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the inHuence is very vifiblc in a great .variety of 
pernicious cuftoms, and in none more confpicu- 
oufly than in that called Swediandet. • This is the 
cuftom of burning all the trees and fluiibs upon 
lands cleared for cultivation ; thus forcing a fiid- 
den fertility that lafts only for two or three har^ 
vefts, when the foil is entirely exhaufted, being, 
unfupplied by the oils, falts, and other matters, 
ncceflary to vegetation, which its too great com^ 
paftnefs prevents it from receiving. Notwith-. 
ftanding the dreadful confequences produced by 
the application of fire to fuch enormous forefts, 
and the unprofitable tendency of the praftice in 
other refpeels, the peafants remain attached to the 
cuftonv of their forefathers, and are not to be dif- 
fuaded from it by any efforts ; a ibrt of intellect 
tual flavery, which I have myfetf witncflfed in 
Holland and Denmark, and which, ho doubt, 
exifts in a greater or lefs degree in all countries. 

Some Swedifh politicians, having objefted to 
the diftillation of brandy, as confuming the corn 
which might be more ufefully employed in the fup* 
port of the inhabitants, the quantity allowed to be 
ufed in the diftilleries was, by an ordinance of 

^the King, dated 1776, limited to 300,000 tuns.. 
From four to five hundred thoufand tuns of fo- 
reign^grain are annually brought intoSweden froni 
other countries, yet it is the opinion of fome, that 

'the favings to be made, even by a total prohibi- 
tion 
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ition. of diftiiling, would by no means rccompenfc 
the lofe which the importation of foreign brandies 
would occafion. 

The population ajnd agriculture of Denmark 
have fo often been treated of by very able writers, 
that I Ihall content myfelf with giving you a ge- 
neral idea of its fuperiority to Sweden in thefe re- 
Jfpecls, Denmark, then, which cqnfifts properly 
of Zealand, Fionia, and Jutland, contains, within 
the ipace of 850 iquare geographical miles, 168 
cities, and one million of inhabitants j the corn 
produced in it exceieds the quantity requifite for 
internal confumt>tion» and, therefore^ forms an 
article of fordgn commerce. 

Many caufes concur to produce thefe happy 
jeflfefts. The country,, which is almoft entirely 
furrounded with water, is by no means elevated, 
the higheft point being only 308 feet above the 
level of the fea. The climate is much milder 
than in Sweden, the polar devation le6, the win- 
ters &orter, .and the fummcrs more temperate*. 
Add to this, that the government gives great 
fehcouragement to population, and has fucceeded 
fo far as to attraft a great number of ftrangers, 
who have fettled, and become naturalized inha^ 
bitants of the country. Whole colonies of fo- 
reigners have fometimes arrived to the cultivation 
of lands abandoned as barren and worthlefe. In 
the year 1516, two hundred families from Wa- 
terland ip North Holland, fettled in the ifle of 

Amack, 
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Amack, under Chriftian the Fourtt; and, in 
'1760, about three hundred families cftablifhed 
themfclves in Jutland, upon lands never befcwe 
cultivated. The firft <>f thefe colonies now con- 
tains 800 families, and the ifland, which was be- 
fore only one continued marfh, is now covered 
with gardens and meadows, from whence the 
605O00 inhabitants of Copenhagen are fupplied 
with all the roots, and the greateftpart of the milk 
requifite for their confumption. The Amackefe 
have alfo been able to build a confiderable town, 
the refidence of fiihermen, who fupply the mar- 
kets of the capital -with i& forts of fea-fifh. 

The greateft part of the farmers Jire foreigners, 
and thofe chiefly natives of Holftein, whofe Ikill 
in the art of clearing and cultivating land much 
exceeds that of the Danes. But the idlenefs of 
the peafants, the flavifli ftate in which they live, 
and the King's right of chafe, confiderably impede 
the endeavours of the hufbandman ; and the land 
is rendered difficult of cultivation by an immenfe 
quantity of ftones fcattered over it, of which 
feme are fo large as to require to be blown in 
pieces by gun-powder before they can be coUefted, 
and carried away in waggons. The land thus 
covered is often abandoned by the peafants, who 
do not think it worth their while to remove the 
ftones. How much is loft by this fort of negli- 
gence, it would require a very accurate know- 
ledge of the country to eftimate. 

The 
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The wild animals that run in troops over this 
country, and often ravage lands covered with the 
fineft corn, difappoint the hopes, and efcape the 
attacks of the hulbandman, who would be con- 
demned to flavery for the flaughter of a ftag, an 
hind, or a roe-buck. But it cannot be doubted 
that the young Prince Apw at the head of go- 
vernment will direft his attention to thefe evils, 
and, by fome regulations more favourable to 
agricujturd^ prevent the complaints of the poor 
labourer, who now fomctimes Ipfes in an hour 
the fruits of his toil for many months. The 
magnificent royal park, of four Daniih miles in 
fircumference, would afford flielter and food for 
a fufficient number of flags, and the meadows, 
freed from their ravages, might be left open to 
the fupport of horfes for the fervice of the nation, 
to which purpofe alfo the lands now covered by 
the royal woods might be more ufefully applied. 
He will perceive that one of the fureft methods 
of increafing the induftry of the inhabitants, and 
the value of his eftates, is the liberation of the 
peafant^, who, thus invited to labour for them- 
felVes and their pofterity, would acquire a degree 
of energy of which they are at prefent incapa- 
ble, and mingle their wealth with that of the 
nation *■. 

Having 

* Towards the clofe of the year 17S8, the ^cafants upon the crow-a 
lands were declared free bf the Prmce Royal. 
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Haying thus given you fomc account of the 
ftate of agriculture and population in thefe two 
kingdoms, permit me to conclude, by affuring 
you how much I am, &c, &c. 



LETTER XX. 

Copenhagen, f cb. ... ;I786* 



MY DEAR FRIEND, 



L 



.F the iiirface of the foil in 
Sweden fecms to yield but little to the e&rts of 
art, the inexhaufiibk fbores of jazturt afford the 
inhabitants (bme recompenfe. The timber, tar, 
and pitch oi her immenfe forefts are circubted 
throughout Europe ; and iron, that original and 
necefiary commodity, is to be found in many 
parts, in great abundance, and even in its pure 
fiate, at a very fmali depth in the earth. Dalecar- 
Ea, Warmdand, Weftmannia, Ollrogothia, Lap- 
ponia, and, above all, Ui^and, contain it in the 
grcateft quantities. lAlum, vitriol, felt-petre, 
copper, lead, filvcr, sffvd cv«a gold itfclf are the 
produftions which the Swedes alfo extraft from 
the bowels of their uncultivated mountains. 

Iron, which is the moft confidenible article of 
|:heir commerce, is exported in kimps, bars, and 

in 
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in a manufaftured ftatc to the amount of 300,000^ 
fcbifp per atmum^ for which, at the rate of five 
crowns and | per fchifp, they receive about 
1,934,750 bank crowns. Of this fum 1,700,000 
filver dollars are paid to the crown. 

The copper mines, which after thofe of iron, 
arc of the greateft value, yield annually about 
308,000 bank crowns, being the amount of the 
copper exported, either in its plain or refined 
ftate, or after being converted into brafe. The 
crown receives about 900 fchifp, as a tithe of 
the produce. 

The filver mines, of which thofe of Sahla alone 
yield more than the other fix, pav, as a tithe ta 
the crown 300 marks per annum. 

The gold mine affords annually about looa 
ducats^ which, with 8,000 filver dollars, allowed 
by the crown, are fcarcely fufficient to pay the 
expences of working it. 

All the lead obtained from the mines is con- 
fumed in precipitating the other metals, ^gether 
with 960 fchifp annually imported from England. 

The alum works increafe in value every, day. 
The quantity at prefent exported yields about 
30,000 bank crowns. • ' 

Timber, and other fofefl: productions, are an- 
nually exported to the value of 387,580 bank 
crowns. 

Befides thefe articles of commerce, which the 
Swedes, by the peculiar bounty of nature, are en- 
abled 
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abled to eitraftfrom their mountains, rocks, zhd 
fbrefts, the herring-fifhery upon the wefteriJ^ 
ihores fupplies them with another fource of' 
wealth, 160,000 tons being exported every year, ' 
at the price of 16 filver doDars/>^r ton. 

Sweden, which, by its fituation between the 
North fea and the Baltic, is admirably adapted for 
foreign traffic, has alfo the advantage, of a ready 
internal circulation, being interfefted by a great 
number of rivers, and extenfive lakes^ The ca- 
nals and fluices, projected for the improvement 
and extenfion of thefe natural communications, 
are already fo far perfected, that goods unfliip- 
ped from the veffels of the Eaft India Company 
at Gothenburg, are tranfported acrofs the king- 
dom to Stockholm, by which means the tolj 
duties* of the Sound, and the dangerous rocks 
of the Baltic are avoided. Sweden has not long 
been kn6wn as a commercial power, having pro- 
fited but little by the natural advantages of its 
fitiiation, the induftry of the inhabitants, or the 



♦ Tliefc duties, to enforce the payment of which the caftle of Cronea- 
burg was built by Eric VII. in 1427, yield the annoad fum of 400,cX30 rix- 
doliars to Denmark. The Englilh, French, Dutch, Swedes, Spaniards, 
Portuguefe, Neapolitans, and Humburghcrs pay one per cent, upon all 
goods not m entioned in the tariff. Other powers pay one and a quarter. 

BeHdesthis tax, each vedel four rix-dollars, if laden, and two, if empty, ' 
as a contribution to the fupport of the lights, buoys, and maritime Hgnals, 
neceflary about the Cattegat and Sound. • Four thoufiuid ?efleb are reckon- 
ed t» jiais-and repafs annually. 



value 



value of itsproduftions, before the middle of the:' 
laft century. In 1626, a body of traders infti- 
tuted a Southern Company ; and in 1641 a treaty 
of commerce was concluded with Portugal, and 
an affociation formed for carrying on a trade with 
Africa. Another Company undertook the ex- 
portation of tar in 1647 > ^^ ^^^ following year, 
Helmftadt, with the patronage and interference 
of feveral of the nobility, fitted out feveral ' 
fifhing veffels, and in 1667 a permanent herring- 
fifliery was inftituted by the city of Gothen- 
burg. 

During the long wars of Charles the Twelth, 
the progrefs of thefe good endeavours was check- 
ed, and many companies were diffolved. Under 
Frederic the Firft, commerce began to revive, and, 
in the reign of Adolphus Frederic, government, 
ferioufly adopting the interefls of trade and navi- 
gation, paffed feveral decrees, encouraging the 
exportation of indigenous produdions, and tlie 
importation of fome foreign commodities. The 
year 1731 was diftinguiflied by the inftitution of 
the India Company ; and 1740 by the revival of 
the herring.fifhery ; and 1771 by the formation 
of a Levant Company. In 1774, fome privileges 
were granted to an affociation eftablilhed for the 
purpofe of carrying on the whale filhcry * ; and 



* This company has not been able to lupport a competition -wUhthat 
of Denmark. 

• in 
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in the year 1775 the port of Watfttand was df^ 
dared free, to the great benefit of the merchants 
of Gothenburg^ who here receive all forts of 
foreign commodities, which they enter for eX* 
portation, but find means to circulate in contra-^ 
band traffic, in Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Eng- 
land and Scotland. 

About the middle of the 14th centirry Sweden 
poflfeffed only five or fix fliipa, and its connnerce 
was tranfacled, by tHe Hanfeatic towns. The city 
of Lubec afterwards abforbed the greatcft part^ 
but at length, towards the 17th century, theEng* 
lifli and Dutch divided the whole between them. 
In 1724 appeared the celebrated Placart^ concerning 
produ^ions^ by which foreigners were prohibited 
froqi importing commodities not the growth of 
their country, and from carrying any merchandize 
from one Swedifh port to another. From thU . 
time the encouragement and the progrefe of na- 
vigation has been fuch, that the number of trad- 
ing veflels, which then amounted only to 300, 
was in 1764 about 8,000, and at prefcnt they arc 
not only fufficient for the commerce of the coun-^ 
try, but are able to tranfaft fome part of the bufi- 
nefs of other nations, chiefly of the Spaniards, 
who permit them to work as coafting vcfiels* 

As a further encouragement to navigation, an 
office was eftablifhed in 1704 for executing infur- 
ances upon fliips. The ftock is divided into a 
thoufand fliares of ^^,000 filver dbllars each. 

The 



The company of divers, the only inftitutioh o( 
the fort in Europe, deferves to be particularly 
mentioned. Its privileges were granted in 1734, 
by letters patent from the King and the ftates* 
Along all the coafts of Sweden, perfons iji the cm- 
ploy of this company are ftationed, who^ upon 
the fifft news of a Ihipwreck, fly to give their 
ilfiftance in faving all that is poflibk of the fliip 
and cargo. Of this the company immediately 
give notice to the proprietors, and, after receiv- 
ing their orders, proceed to the fale of the effefts, 
dedndling from the produce the amount of their 
dues. Thefe dues vary exceedingly, and dq^eiid 
upon the circumftances of the fliipwreck : When 
a veffel, for inftance, has been on fliore, and, by 
the exertions of the country people, has been 
floated and brought into port, the company, for 
putting it in complete repair, receives a pre- 
mium of 10 per cent ; but if the cargo has been 
damajged, fo as to make it neceflary to unload it, 
and difpofeof it at the next city, or upon the fpot, 
the company, by contributing a fourth of the 
cxpencie, becomes entitled to a fourth fliare of the 
produce j and when goods are fiflied out of the 
fea, by means of the diving-bell, or any other 
machines, the company contributes the fame 
fliare of the. expences, and receives a third part 
of the produce. 

Of the hundred and twenty-four cities, which 

Sweden contains, only thirty-eight have any fo- 

P reign 



r€igii'c6i?^efce, 5104 of this tb^ cnjtij? t^^W- 
clufive fight, with thq dftfe of ftapl^ cities, (p^ 
ftader.) The greatcft part is dividecj l^^^fe^ 
§tocWiolp ^nd Qothe?it|urgj the former > Ji^i^d^ 
^j ^nd thel^tt^r A of tl^? whp^. The im^^^ 
tioii of foj^ei^it gQpds i^ in ^liSferwt propof tiioiift j 
of thefeStoplfhobn r^cgye^half, Qortienbuxg^^^ 
quarter i ai^d %}^, reflp^ining th«ty-fi» €ifi«H|he 
oth^r. 

The ioterit)r cpmro?rce is pp^q ta alt the eitiev 
and to^ '^ry mdiyidiial, it being lawful for zny. 
perf9ia. tp purchafe commo^iti^? in grofs ii*t%' 
ftaple gttit^ ^nd ?^ail them thi^pvgh the othfe^ 
parts of the kingdojgi. ' If the Swedes havid b?;(ph 
j^ctive in obtaining a confid^^bfe cxpbrt tfaik^l 
whit:h^ ipuft; cpjatinue to enqreafe, unle& prey^it- 
ed by a coiopetitipn with Ruffia, in the artkfe 0f 
iron, the^^ have been not lefs fo in the eftaWKh- 
ment o£ manufaftori^^ in the diflfercixt proyinc^a. 
Bnt the cUmate, which obftrufts their progt^ 
in agriculture, prevents their arriving at qpcel- 
Jence in tnanufa(5hires. Either the ajrticle&^t^ he 
manufaftured are wanting, or are of inferior t^- 
h\Q^ and can only be obtained from foreign coUJGl* 
tries at §i"eat expence. The rewards ^vesa by 
-government have very little effeck agsainft thefe 
t^bftades, and the laws enafiked for tho pt<n(^diatt 
of 'the mannfaftures are infufficie^t for tkfe pur- 
pole, great quantities of contraband goods b^ing. 
in circulation. '^ ,^ ^'' ■ 



:lb«eiby^e;Alt3 the i^atioii Jsa^ fumiibusd to t^e waptg 
;. ^jfefc^^waftuft^bw-ers tfee; fiim of m 7 toqs ©f 50I4 f. 
f^m^ciifmu nam^ Jonas Aelfiroem^^ h^sdii^ 
^n^uUhed himfdf by e(iabUihmg inan^:|x^orie$ ^ 
p£ allied of aitides at A^yuigeos m WeArctgo- 
tluia^ Erom Unhand, Spain, and Gen»a<iyt be 
lmpQc:ked flieep and grains, in order to o^ain a 
fine ^t of wool for tlie manufa<fhire of cloths, 
and for a fiu^rt dine he had the fatisfa(^ipn txi iee 
his proje& fucceod. But ti« anioialis iixm dcger 
n^atedin a iJimate fe unfavPuraU^ to them, and 
the expenc^^ attending a frequent renewal of tiw 
l>reed]( rendered him unable to ilanda o(^3)peti« 
tion with foreign nwWs, favoured by the pp. 
partunities of contraband ua^c His clpth^ were 
worie w higher pri«d th^n th<)fe pf {jigla^, 
wtnchf with other foreign ftyflfe, are nqw^wor* 
c«qftwtiy by all peofde ^f cpnditips^ a^ fipd 
thw way into the Iq^gdom, in fpite pf prohibit 
lions and fearches. 

Of iMop manufsidories efiabliihpd iA/$we<|en 
jBnoe the year 1733, and which cpft the nation 
^<^>^73>9^7 fiber dollars, only nine tho#^n4 re* 
mainedm J 774; and of 13260 filkJo<MX)s, v^hich 
were worked in Stocfeholp, in 1762, only 40P 
remained in 1 776. It appears from a report made 
to the College of Trade by Mr^ Faxe, Commif^ 

f About 900,0001. 

Pa ' fary 
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iary of {hit bbard', that in 1762, Sttockfiolm con^ 
tained 2,157 looms of all forts, arid 8,067, work- 
men ; and in 1767 the number amounted only td 
1,062 looms, and 4,290 workmen. This fiidden 
xiifference was occafioned by the return of a great 
number of foreigners, who, attrafted by rewards 
and privileges, had eome to Stockholm inthc'ex- 
peftatioh of tnakirig fortunes, and had left the 
country the moment they pei^ceived .the vanity oi^ 
their hopes. The number of ma:nuikftur'er& ils 
faid to be greater now than in 1776, but it is to 
be feared that this is only a temporary increafc^ 
which inuft foon yield to the difadvantages of the 
climate, and the inferiority of the productions 
neceflary to be manufaftured. 

The Swedes, however, fhew their induftry by 
feveral articles made' of copper and wrought ittihy 
and excel in the preparation of furs and fldns of 
all forts, particularly in thofe of dks and rein- 
deer, in the northern provinces, and of Iheep in 
thefouthern. 

I entered Sweden with the expe6lation of fiM- 
ing only copper and paper in circulation, .andwa» 
lurprized to find a foffident quantity of filver 
money, which is much more abundant there than 
in Denmark. In the latter country, indeed, the 
adminiftration, in 1773, arc faid not only to 
have prevented the realization of paper mbney*, 

thea 
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thonin circulation^, tq the- aroount pf f0X\r mil- 
lions of rix-dollars, hut to haye cQnfiderably in- 
creafcd the quantity fince that period*. 

The corrupt adminiftration of the finances in 
Sweden, and e§)ecially the abiufes in borrowing, 
money at the bank, had fo much increafed the 
quantity of paper in circulation, that in 17,69 it 
was eftimated at 500 tons of gold |. Nevv; plans 
were adopted by every diet for reftoring the fin- 
ances and credit of the coyntry, but with very 
little effeft, till in 17.69, it was refoly:ed to rea- 
lize, by degreies, theimmenfe quantity of paper 
with; which the kingdom was overwhelmed, and 
to bring fpecie into circulation. One of the parts 
of this plan was a loan of three millions of cur- 
.rent Dutch dollars, at ^n intereft jof 5 and ifer 
c/sttU Since the revolution in j 772, the King and 
the miniftryhave continued thejr endeavours for 
the reftor^atioh of the finance^, and, befides the 
jtboye loan, which was authorized by the fl:ates^ 
have negociated in Holland a new one for the funj 
of two millions of Dutch florins. 



* Upon theeftablifhment of lihe liank in 1736; ChiiAiah, Vl.for himfelf 
and his iucceilors, (blemnly \i&deitoQk, that the goyerament (hould never 
upon any emerguicy, interfere, direftjy or iudireftly, with the affairs of 
the banky butihould'lcavet© the 'direftors the entire management of the 
iiinds and efft^, i^itniiled ll;o tl^em by \^ proptietor$. 

f A ton of gold^ in Swedi/h reckoning, is equal to 100,000 daalders 
ftlher muntf which arc worth about one fhilliog aad fix pence each, T. 
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the foll6iving are the hczds of the plajft adopted 
bytkc King for promoting the drctdation ol 
fypcie: 

I. Frbm the year t777, it was refolvetf to pay 
the falaries of all officers, as well civH as mifitaiy, 
|)arty in money* 

^. To c;all in all bank-notes under the value of- 
100 dollars. 

3. To take up all notes brought to the b»nk, 
^ing for the large on^ jdoMy or plates of cop- 
per, and for the fmall ones copper money. 

4. To make copper-//?to' liable upon exporta? 
tion to no greater duties than, common copper, 
And, 

5- To iffue the new notes, not for copper-mo? 
ney, but for rix-dollar^ or t>ank crowns, and at 
&ms not kfs than ten rix-dpUai^ each f. The bank 
was inftituted in 1668, under the^ reign of Charles 
the Ninth, and the diredion of it committed to 
the deputies of the ftates ; it is at prefent govjern- 
edby a commiffary, and three deputies chofen from 
each order, making in the whole ten directors. 
All the revenues of the ftatc pafs through thi^ 
baixk^ aod. there the rough copper be^ongifiLg to 
the crown is dqjofited. One office is appropriated 
to the buiine& of escljifmge, and the other to 
that of taking up mcin^y. TIm? diet in 1778, cofT- 



f iThls pUnisattribifted to Mr. de liljencrantz, fccrttary of date. 
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Cia^^ihg the great Im^ ^6ff tiftifti vJ^hkTi^ tinder 
4^i'm^ foTxii qf ^bWtrimeKt; %ia^';«e!wfefeh 
;tfeeif ttltefingSj ap^lhttd ebttlrfiiffietae?**^ ^tm 
^vtry thif^d year, in tte mdilth of Oabbef^ Iffit 
it^rts of th^ direa»r^^ tM t6 cb-bpit^ ^ith 
tifetii in fuch riitafiires Sis May IftntI fd cdftiftfti ^ 
the credit of the baftk. Thdr n\3trftfi^ft twt§itf- 
four, of which t^elv* art dhi6feii fiofft the three 
xlafles of the nobility, fl« frdifi the dfcrgy^ Slid 
iik from the bicirge^ ' v . • 

111 178 j, alhttetimcaffa^thede^rtuVe'dFtTSe 
King for Italy, the batik iflfbd'diiotd Bf t jo riif 
^IdlfairS each, alleging, in juflificatioii, the' failure 
^f fcifKe foreign houfes, and the high price^ of the 
exchange, on^ account of the want <yi pap^f ^thr- 
rieficT; which, ^ precautiWi, =#oiilii bt- 

cafioii the exportation of the fpecie. By thife ffiei- 
^txitt tlie price 6f exchange was fof 1 ]^il6W ffriife 
lo\^ered; but the exceffxvb inijpdf tatibn of g^^ 
arid the decrease in the exportation of ':frdh, iboh 
reftoredjt to kSforrfxerjprice* ■ ' : . * 1 

I'he revenues bftfiS' crovtm arif^ ftMiiM dlfle- 
rent impofts afid tSk^^ both pefrt^ 
pdrary, uponth^ pferfcny,.effete1r, afta^icSB^ei^s 
of tKe inhabitants, ' as well as %t)ft f her|>i*di5* of 
the'cnftoms, xiuries^aixdffafilp'-^^^ BHf ffi^ 
are much lefs now'SiariMi^i^, tHfcViRfe'6f . 
money having falfen cohfiderkWy fiKt^ tSe liJiie 
ibf Charles the Ninlh, when they were finally 
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To fupply the deficiencies recourfeis conftaatly 
Jiad to the; %tes, and each diet finds itfelf obliged 
to provide for the fupport of the kingdom by ex- 
traordinary contributions, loans, &c. &c. Ttefe 
contributions are levied upon the eftates and 
mines, upon the houfes in virhich brandy is re? 
tailed, and upon the trade, labour and perfonal 
refources of the inhabitants.. 

Upon the acceffign of the pre£ent King to the 
throne in 1771, the revenues of the crown, ordt- 
pary and extraordinary, were found to be as 
ftated in the following t.^ble : 

SMyer dollars. 

Ordinary rents rr ^^ 2>^335997 

Tithes of porji , , -^ .— 295)037 

Farms — — — 7%h^y 

Perfonal rents — -»— 7301,600 

Deniers receivad for the fupport of the 

fenefchals coprts — — 140,328 

Deniers received for exemptions from the 

fupport of the military . — 2,546 

Dues from the lime-kilns in Gothland ■ 381 
Convocatipfli d.enrers — — 3j028 

For the fupport of failors — 5,428 

Forgiving employ to workmen — - '5,793 
Share of judicial rights — 23,620 

Duties upon the fale of wood — 225 
$ta|np-duties^ and recognitiop fees — 231,090 

Rents 



:/f7 0r?ttnr-- -' . -^ Silver dollars, 

r-i3liints levied for the regiment of Var- / 

-y r rinie and Nerike — • — 3jOoo 
^ Esitraordinary contributions, — 2,400,000 / 
- Tenths and taxes payable by the ir<Mi 
forges, tenths of diim, rents of cop- 
-.. per, aifd the grand maritime duty 2,066,074 

Tenths payable by the fulphur-works 1 5705 

--''' Tolls and gieneral excife-duties — 800,939 
'^ Tenths of th6 copper of Ryddarhytc 

and Linfiieburg ' * r- — 1,800 

Duty upon the Aveftadt copper — 20,060 
Tenths from the mines, and from the 

- coinage of filver — 1- — 3>oqo 

Control of gold, filver and wool — » 3)08y 

Duties upon cattle at Stockholm -r- 390 

Pofts — — — 3^7^270 
Deniers received for the fupport pf light- 

houfes / — ^ '^— ^7- 29,016 

Deniers received from pilots — 1*368 

Excife — - — -_ 300,000 

Contributions of the chamber of re- 

vifions -*— — — S>^3^ 

. Duties upon the cargoes of Eaft-India 

Clips — — — 3,500 
Funds for the fupport of the medicinal 

charity — .^ .^ 5,400 

Savings from vacancies — • — '- 300,000 

* ^ :^ • • Contri|>uti6n5 
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s ■ : , SHver doUtrs. 

CoTitributioftS for fupporting, ai}d rc^ 

paring the caftle at Stockholm -7- i^l^jfS 
Mortmain fund — — Sy^St 

Contribution graaited fince 1772, ulidcr 

the title of J^egr^enis ^ck Kroining- ' 

. Jhietp -^ -^ -1—2,000,006 

A contribution of 4 oere fent from each 
perfOn -r- — — ^,000,000 



Silver dQUars . — 12,104,624 



To thefc fheuld be added *hd contributions 
granted under the name of a free-g^ft, which dif- 
fdr according to the ejEigencicid of the ftate. 

The diet of 1778 granted an ad^tion df 
looiooo crowns per annum to the private rcve^- 
nues of the Kirig. During the flyrcfe years i6g6 
*^i768, and 1773^ the expences of the, crown 
mcxt as follow* . ^' 



Anno 16^6. 


r Anno 1768. 


Anno I7^i. 


Silver Ulofiars: ^vet doQ'ars. 


fflver dolflMf*. 


Tke court' — 576/)9d 
Senate and admlniftratJoa 55^^33 7 
CivU lift — ^20,903 
Army -^ d^99,ui 
Navy — 681,498 
fiatraordinaries — 63,941 


. 1,658^6 

i;635<034 

48»,8oy 

3»ao3.465 
1.456,656 

7,873,154, 


x,8i8,*r4 
Jt4^3 

1,569^5^6 

• If' f f 


4.48^^ 


t6^tpAi^ 


IM86^B 
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'^om thefe.ftatements it app^rs how mucU 
tj^e^monarchs of S^^e^en ought to give their at- 
tention to the preferyation of peace, and the pro- 
motion of mjinufa^res, apd that, if ever the 
power granted to Guftavus HI. flxould fall into 
the hands of an ambitious fovereign, the king- 
dom would very foon be reduced to the fame 
miferable ftate, in which it was found by the 
filGCeflbrs of Charles XIL 

I am, &c. &c. 

LETTER XXI. ^ 

Copenhagen, Fc!? I7$6. 
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In the following &etch of 
tthe Swedifh hiftory, I by no means intend to 
^V6 a detailed narrative of events, or to ddi- 
fxeate the private lives of the fpvereigns ; it will 
be fufficiejat for me to exhibit ^ view of the forms 
of go vernmMt adopted at different* times, and 
pf -the fir^^uent revolutions produced by the am- 
iNitidn of th^ fovereigns, the turbulence of the 
IffobiSty, 2£tid the p60fde's natural defira of free- 
^m. ; ; 

Defe6nded-^rom the bofis who deftroyed the 
l^oiil^n Empire^ and overwhelmed the furfacc of 
PuropCj^ the Swedes have preferved^ in fome de- 
^- gree 
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•^ree, the energy of charafter Which diftinguilhed 
ftheir anceftors. Their hard climate and bairr^ti 
mountains, fcarcely invite or reward the labours 
of the hufbandman, while the forefts and lakigs 
offer an independent fubfiftence, which removes 
the neceffity, and prevents the habits of fubordi- 
nation. The Dalecarlians, efpecially in the moft 
northern and defolate of the provinces, appear 
to retain this original hardihood; jealous of their 
rights, and refentful of the flighteft oppreffion, 
ihey have been always ready for rebellion, and 
have feveral times changed -the conftitutiori 6f 
the Jdngdom. 

The feudal form of government is unknown in 
Sweden, though a mode fometiiing refemteling it 
has been partially introduced. In the year 814, 
king Anun, having cleared a great quantity of 
foreft land, divided it amongft his fubjects, upon 
the condition of their ferving him in war, or pur^ 
chafing their exemption by a fettled tribute. This 
was the origin of the eftates called kronohemmans^ 
and of the fervitude of the crown-peafants j the 
nobles having no vaffals but thofe obtained upon 
the alienation of thefe fiefs. The only fort of fla- 
very ever permitted in Sweden was that of pri- 
foners taken in war, of perfohs convided of cer- 
tain crimes, and of thbfe who fold their freedom 
and fervices. This latter praftice was prohibited 
by Birgis Jart, in the year 1335, and flavery was 

entirely 
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' euydrely aboliflied, about two years afterwards, 
by Magnus Ladiflos. 

In the remotfft ages, the Kings never poffeffed 
abfolute power, but by ufurpation. The fove- 
reignty always belonged of right to the ftates- 
general, to which citizens of every clafs were eli- 
gible, the pooreft peafant having a vote in the 
choice of reprefentatives. In the intervals be- ' 
tween the fittings of thefe affemblies, the king- 
dom was governed by a fenate. The King, or 
rather the chief xnagiftrate, was elefted by the 
nation affembled, and endued with limited power. 
He was unable to make peace or war, to raife 
money, or levy troops, without the confent of 
the ftates-general ; " and could neither build 
" new forts, employ iForeign troops in the king- 

," dom, nor beftbw the government of caftles 

^* upon any perfons, not of Swedifli origin*/* 
A government, fuch as this, though highly 

. gratifying to individuals, was liable to very great 
diforders, of which the hiftory of the country af- 
fords fufficient proof. The kingdom, being elec- 
tive, was expofed to frequent and dreadful civil 
wars, during which the contending nobles in- 
vited the affiftance of foreign powers, and thus 
gave them an opportunity of eafy conqueft. 
.-The Chriftian religion being eftablifhed in 

rSweden towards the clofe of the ninth century, 

• Vertot. 

' the 
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tiic ecclefialUc3 by dc;gr,ces acquired fuch ^^^ 
cendancy in wealth and power, as to be ayip^to 
difturb the p^ape pf thg kipgdoip,^ and ultimately 
to beftow the crown upon Chriftian II. a moniiej: 
thirfting for human bloodf* 

Margaret Waldemar, the celebrated Senjiran>is 
of the North, under the fpecious pretext of nj^n- 
taining the Ub^rjy of the Swedes, obtained ppf- 
Hbffion of the kingdom, which Ihe held with thpi| 
qf Denmark and Norway, and, ^Jmoft cgnycrted 
into a Danifh provinge. Her fucceffor Eric VUI. , 
was dethroned in a rsbeBipn infUgated by th^ 
Dalecarli^ns, b^t, in % Ihort time after, Chriftjgp 
L by the authority pf the treaty of C^lmar, fewed 
upon the throne, and ggveyupd Sweden with ji 
rod of iron. JIcj w^ twice depofed, wd ^s qf- 
ten re-inftatipd in hi? ^utbprity^ '^ 

Upon hi| death Chrifti^ II. furpam«4 
1513. the Tyrapit, mpunted tb« thrpns* He is 
. kpQwn in hiftory by thu fompus m^^flTa^fe 
pf Stockhplm, in which the woft iHuftriPUS pf 
tixe Swediflx nobUity perilhed pubUdy uppu ^ 
fc^ffold. 'When dethrp»ed by GuftjiYUs Y^ 
and ijnmured for lif? in >n pbfcure prifoBi, h^ 
fate foriped a fignal iaft^RC^ of divk^ yeng«WQe, 
and held Put ^ Jieflbn tp KJ^gs, which may oiske 
the prpudeft ftiudd^r. l7pQ» this pccafip» the 
DalecarUan^ bad agj^n the glory pf deUyering 

t Archcnholtz— Cantilcr. 

their 
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tlftdt .country, and Guftavus; thus Taffed w 
^Weir, reftored the ancient. liberty of Sweden^ 
'B detapHed H fot ever from the. union of Cai- 



man 

Guftavus was^dedared adminiftrator in 1521^ 

and King in 1523. The Swedes, confidering 
Mm as their father and deliverer, in teftimony of 
his fervk^, declared the kingdom hereditary in 
tus pofterity. At this period the fovereignty re- ' 
turned tQ the ftates-gcneral, compofed of the fe- 
|iate, aad four: orders of the ftate ; but the in- 
fluence:, which Guftavus had acquired, concen- 
tered their whole authority in his perfoh, and he 
governed as ahfolutely, as if born to the throne, 
tiis fubj^$9 hap^y uiJider iiis government, gave 
him the diftinguifliing title of father of his coun- 
try, and comparing the prefeht times with thofe 
5h which the diffention of the nobles, the avarice 
of the ckrgy, and the ambition of the Kings con- 
ttnuaJJy oppreffed thetn, they rejoiced in the hap- 
piness of their situation, and fcarcely perceived, 
that VI Authority; founded, at firft, upon affec- 
tlon and grathudb, inight at 1^^ become defpotic, 
ztid be thfi means of their mifery. 
* The tutheralt reiigipit, perhaps, owes its efta- 
bllfhment as miich'to the poKcy as to the piety of, 
Guftavus. Thea^irfiigfpirit, and excelfive power 
of the Romiib clergy juflJy excited liis* fears and 
refentxnent, and thedp po£Gbffions, if conSfcated,, 

would 
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would increafe the irevenuc5,.and coAfittla tl|^W&if/*> 
curity of the ftate* ■ « • .' J.t- -i 

But the Daiecarlians, who placed iainx on thjf \ 
throne, bore the extenfion of liis authority witl^: : 
lefs patience than the inhabitants of the otljti: 
provinces. Six times the fufprcion of fome en^. 
croachment upon their privileges induced th&eik 
to revolt, and they remained in arms, till con- 
vinced that their fears were groundlefe. In 1 5 1 S^^ 
the introduction of the new religion roufed thefni 
again ; but they were abandoned by their chie&j , 
and obliged to facrifice their opinions, rather to . 
treachery than to force. ' Another revolt was oc- , , 
cafioned by the apprehenfion of fome change ia 
the national drefs, which they refolved to retairi 
themfelves, and demanded that Guftavus and hj^j-. 
court fiiould continue to wear. 1 

In his conduft to them, Guftavus always ap* 
peared mindful of their former fervices, and was, . 
unwilling to take up arms, before the failure of 
milder meafures made a recourfe to them necet 
fary. At length he won them to fuch a degree 
of attachment, that at the conclufion of his long 
reign they were amongft the moft faithful of his 
fubjeft^, and, at his death, they joined with the 
other Swedes, in receiving his fon Eric as the. . 
Sovereign of an united and^appy people. This -.r 
Prince found his fubjeds equally fenfible of the 
horrbrs of war, and the bleffings of peace j a 
treafdry able, for the firft time, to fupport the 

expences 



txpikitt$ of the kingdom i aad a nobility, hum*- 
Ued, and' weakened by the power and the crimen 
of his prcdeceflbrs, the moft powerful and enter* 
prifing having been removed in the mal&crc d 
Stockholm,^ or the frequent civil wars which pre- 
ceded it. The Reformation had fupprefle^ th^ 
pride and turbulence of the Catholic Prdatesj 
the aft, which declared the kingdom hereditary, 
refcued it from the effefts of the treaty of Calmar, 
and from its dependence upon the crown of Den- 
m^k ; and the monaftic pofleflions, feized dur- 
ing the change of religion, contributed to the 
fui^rt and increafe of the royal dignity. The 
people^ knowing themfelves to be happy, believ- 
ed that they were free j and the bonds of arbi- 
trary authority, fo artfully formed by Gufiavus, 
would never have been broken, had his fucceilbrs, 
in exercifing their power, prefervxd thofe appear- 
ances of moderation by which he obtained it. 

But the pro^erity of the king- 
Eric XIV. dom, and the power of the crown 
1560. were ufelefs to Eric, who, driven 
from the throne, and declared inca- 
pable of reigning, on ficcount of his cruelties and 
perfidy, was at length poifoned by order of his 
brother John in the caftle of Gripfholm. By him 
the dignities of count and baron were created. 

The reign of John was diihirbed 

John. 1569. only by fome religious difputes, 

occafioned by the endeavours of 

(^ his 
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.ills wife Catherine Jaquellbn, datightc^'idPtlie 
SSng of Poland, to reftore the CatHoEc reUgfdn, 
and bring Sweden again within tHe pale of ""tiie 
church. The reformed mode of worihip 'isir^ by 
no means fully eftabliflicd, and the Queen's iiiflu- 
cnce over her hufband, gave her an opportunity 
of affifting the discontented party. Her en- 
deavours were interrupted by the death of ihc 
King A. D. 1592. 

Sigifinund, fon of John, although 
SiGisMUND. a Catholic, fucceeided to the throne, 
1592. after havinfg engaged to give no op- 
pofition to the Lutheran form 6f 
worfhip, which, at a diet, held at Upfal, in 1593, 
was ordered to be univerfally followed in Sweden. 
At the happy termination of fome difturbances tc 
went into Poland, and refufing either to return, 
or to permit his fon to be educated in the Luthe- 
ran religion, the ftates annulled his claims to the 
crown, and declared his pofterity incapable of fuc- 
ceeding to it. 

' ^ Charles, Duke of Suderniania, 

Charles IX. his brother, and adminift'ratof of 
1600. the kingdom during his abfence, 
Succeeded to the throne. In tiiis 
reign, which was Ipent in continual wars with the 
dethroned King, the right of fucceflion ^as ex- 
tended,, -in. dcimk of m^l?§, to unmarried fe- 



i^lpg^^crificed 80,000 Swedes to his ambition, p£ 

y^bpjpa 144 fuflfered by the hands of the common 
,^^V:utioner. , ^ ^ .. . . 

Guftayus Adolphns^ his,^fo% be- 
GusTAvuS gan his reign by the inftitutjuMi of a 
Adolphus. new order in the diet, which, for the 
i6ii. future, was prohibited i^pm delibe- 
rating upon any $ibjefts^ not ori^- 
nally propofed by the King. Upon the death pf 
the Dukes of Sudermania, and Oftrogothia,^ their 

, revenues were annexed to the crown, which thuS 
received a further acceffion of ftrength. During 
thefe political arrangements, Ouftavus became in* 
yolved in the celebrated thirty years war, carried 
on under pretence of religion, but, undertaken 
firon^ very different motives. In the conduft of it, 
how:ever, his abilities foon became conlpicuous. 
The celebrated Generals, Tilly and Wallenftein, 
were feverally defeated by him in the battles of 
Leipfic and Lutzcn, but the latter viftory coft him 

. his life, at the moment when he feemed almoft 
able to ta^ce poffeffion of the empire. . During 
the whole war, the defire of humbling thie houfc 
of Auftria, induced the King of France to fend 
an annual fubfidy of 400,000 crowns to Swe-» 
den. 

The unanimous praifds of all the hiftdrians, who 

have defcribed the charader of this great man, 

C^2 excite 
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excite one's regret that his abiKtics wete Abt 
more ufcfiilly employed, and rather dii^ded i6 tfft^ 
prifervation of his people's happinefe, than to the* 
acqnifition of military glory. An author of repru- 
tationf, after an eulogium upon Gullavus, ex- 
preffes his furprize that the prbteclor of the liber- 
tics of Cermany Ihould wiih to become abfohitc 
in las own country. His defpotic difpoiition at 
home, is iildeed, fully proved by the reftri6lion* 
impofed upon the dcHberations of the diet ; but 
was it the love of liberty, or the defirc of glory,, 
which aAtlated him in the expedition to Get- 
many? 

Cihriftina, his only daughter, fucceededlrim in 
the throne, having promifed to reign according 
to a ibrm of government compofed by Chancellor' 
Oxenftiern, under the direftion of Guftavus, arid^ 
confirmed by the diet in 1634. •'' 

- ' Mean while the war in Germany continued with 
various iiiccefs. The Swedifli ti'cQps*, after the? 
unfortunate day at Norllingue, obtained fome cori- 
fiderable advantages, under General Baner, agaiii^ 
tlie Saxons, and under General Tortenfon againft 
the Imperialifts ; fbcceffes which tended to pro- 
duce the celebrated peace of Weftphalia, conclud^ 
cditi 1-648. Anothernotlefs glorious, was tatf- 
ficd' in 1645, between Sweden and Denmark '" ' 
/ Chriftina, after refervingacohfiderabler^venue^ 
abdicated the crown at the age of twenty-feveh^ 

t Sheridan. 

and. 
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an4, gritting. Sweden^ madejkcr pFofefficq^ ot 
tjjc. jCIathoUc xdigion sU: la^ruck. Shei died at 
Rome in 1689, admired abroad, ajad very little, 
regretted by her own fiibjefts, who accufcd her 
as. well as.Guftavus, of waftbg the property of 
the cjK)wn> by gifts, falcs, and mortgages of the 
lands* . . 

Charles Gufiavus, fon of John 

Chari-es X. Caiimir, Duke of Deux Fonts, and 

1654. of Catherine, eldcft dauber of 

Charles IX. was . appointed by 

^riftina as her fucce£foc; and the.fiates, who 

claimed their ancient right of eledion, on account 

of the.^tin^tioa of the iffiie of Gufiavus AdoU 

phus,, confirmed her choice. His reign waspailed 

in continual wars, which feem to have beenchiefily 

l^rovoked by the ambiticHi of hi^ neighbours. John 

Cafimir, King of €*oland, youngeft fon of Sigif- 

nwjnd, reviving his father's claim to the crown, 

w^s oi^fed by Charles in iieveral battles, parti- 

ci^larly in that of Wariaw ♦, which lafted three 

<^ys, and almoft afforded the latter a complete 

<?pnqueft of Poland. After this, Frederic III. of 

Denmark, declared warf againft Sweden, and 

Chfirles, though at that time contending with 

Rjaffia, Poland, Brandenburg, and the Empire, 

paffed the Belt, upon the ice, and obliged him to 

yield up for ever Scania, Halland, Blekin, and 

BohusJeen J. In a fubfequent war with Denmark, 

* 1656. t 1659. 1 1657- . 

he 
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he laid fif^ge to Copenhagen, but waS'rigpi 
witli great lofs, and died at Gothenburg in i^'oo, 
whither he had fummoned the diet to meet hW 
) Charles XI. fucceeded to the 

Charles JI. crown at the age of nine yeiars, 
i66q. under the tutorage of .the C^en 
Dowager f 5 his unde,. AdoTphus 
John, Oeneraiiflima of the army, and of four 
l^eat oncers of the crowil appointed by his father 
Qisrles 'Si. This arrangement was however, al- 
tered by the fiates, who excluded Adolphus, and 
fupplied his place by a fifth great officer ; ena<ftinj| 
at the fafne time, that all affairs of ftate fliould 
be fettled in concert with the fenate, of which the 
Queen Mother fhould have the prefidency, with 
■the right of two votes. 

. Under this new adminiftration, peace was re- 
Apred with the neighbouring nations ; the Etti^! 

jperor, the Eleftor of Brahdenburgh, and the KShg 
of Poland, defifting from their pretenfioins upon 
Sweden, the war with Denmark being contluddd 

: by the exchange of the ifland of Borrihdlm, for 
fome hereditary eflates of finall importance ; arid 
.that , with RuflSa, by the reciprocal reftoration 
of conquered . places. But th^ debts of the 
pjTQwn^ which, at the death of the late Kitig, 

i apiounled only to 1 6,0305,000 filver dollar^, 'li^re 

.iiKreafed to aoj3y^6,opoj the fortifications ^ere 

t A Princcfs of Denmark. 

badly 



l»<iy fnppoFted ; and an unjuft- partiality . waj» 
ificwn^Q the nobles, to the prejudice b?*tlieinfe^\ 
rior orders. On thefe acounts, the King, who, 
imon his, firft coming of age, had discharged hh 
OTar^ns from all refponfibility, afterwards orr. 
dereda review of their adminiftratioii. ' *' 

Charies entered into an alliance at thfe Hague, 
with England and Holland, in order to oppofe . 
the enterprises of Louis XIV. and was alTo in*; 
cjuded in the peace . of . Aix-la-Chapelle;' lifter 
which he drew himfelf into a war witK the-Em- 
peror^ Brandenburgh, feveral German Pringes^ 
Hollapd and Denmark, The Swedes loft the 
battle of Fehrbellen, > and their fleet was .very 
ftyerely handled by the Dutch and Danes, biit, 
on the other hand, they beat the latter by land 
p^ear Halmftadt, Lund, and Carlfcrona^ At 
length the calamities of war produced a peace, 
and the Swedes, renouncing the clofe alliance 
w^ich had till then fubfifted between them and 
France, concluded a treaty of commerce and re-r 
Qpro^al defence witH Holland, for the mainten- 
jance of the treaties of peace of Weftphaliia and 
Nimeguen. 

, , , I^on his firft accefljpn to the powers of govern- 
ment, Charles XL boupd himfelf by an oath to 
r^j^ecl the laws of Sweden^, not only as they re- 
l^tQ tP the ft^tes, but to the rights, privileges, and 
properties of the loweft order of fubjefts ; and in 
^fe of any alterations held neceffary for the fafety 
■u. : ■"'■'■,' ^ or 



( ^3* ) 

oP t5fig€fi^s ' off he Idngdttffl, to aft bfi!yi««hi» 
the advice <tf the'feriate, fahftioned by the j^toow? 
l^dge and concof r^nce of thie ftatcB. Yet xk^Uol^ 
two years after this public affuranfce was ff^vtwm 
Ms fubjefts; Ctiarlea becamfc' the tnoft dcfpotic'bt 
all the Princes who have worn the crown of Sw«*i 
den,- arid was con^rmed in his authority by the, 
confent of the people. — ' ' 

The great privileges enjoyed by the nobles^ tfeehr 
exemption from taxes, and the poiTeflion of tJie^ 
crown dom^ns, had fo mwh eStdtid the jealoofip 
dfthe three lower orders, that, to humble tifiSr 
oppreflbrsi they were even willing to disfrsmciuife 
tfieitifelves; Accordingly they declared, ^* Ttot 
* the King Was bound ffmply to the maintenance 
^ of^ the bws, without adherence to any paf^' 
^ ticular^orm of government ; that the &na,ti^/ 
*^ when required by the King, might give adtkiv 
*^ but that his MajdRy had the full power of Itei 
*^ cidirig; and was refponfible only to God fbrilfe^ 
*^ aftioris?' : ' /ri'Wj 

- Althougli this d^claratioii'hi fed conferii^i*>thi( 
favereigniy upon Charles, thfe woi^d Wis nev^dr iffed 
. tlefbr^ the retefi'in 1693. Efonvthis tfrti^thefo* 
nators were diftinguilhed only by- tl^' tide ^df 
Royal Counfcflors, and t&i reftoration of the 
drown being -now no loiigetappof^; this ^Ete^ 
iflueda decree,' by whict a11>'feiids, difrnteiittbered 
frbtti the? c&wit ^rice thfe yfeat ^jfefcp, were declared 
^'^ '^ ' re-united 



lMne£ltht nobility ^>wc rcdu^^ .to poverty^ iim 
ceiibpeniatioiis being by no mains f3irapioi;tioBiedU 
either to the value of thf dbtds, or , the pricea 
aftuaSy paid for tJbem* The hn.cjs werq diihi-i 
b^te^ into aUotiu^nts fcnr tbc fupport of the army 
f-fydeiMt^s merket) nxiA mto bofielUs ^pn,e2(e4 to* 
feveral civil and ecclefiaftical office* . i • ,. 
j<3iarlefii XI, died inxfig/, at tjie age ,Qf fpity- 
Mo yeaJTS* Und^ his reigp:^, yendCTc^ abfolu^ 
efft^ to.dB^)Olifin, traiie and njiannfi^jj^uTes 4<Mi^ 
riflitd^ agriouknre MTas encouraged, the arts axiol 
ftienc^ naade confiderabie pfogr^fe, and the £^ 
naifi^ib9 ware re^eftabliflied. He employed 90 tons 
a£ geld \n paying the public debt, and left a 
toeafuDe. of 1,8499000 Silver ddlars, befides a 
i^e fum in the private coflfers. The kingdom, 
tinder his government, acquired fome advantages ; 
but the means employed were &ocki&g to huma- 
Mty, and fuch a$ no &iccefs, or convenience could 
juftify. The payment of a large part of dhepub- 
Ue^dsbt, &nd th^ enrichment • of the treaftiry, 
lipere dearjiy purchafed at the expence of the ho- 
nour of the Soyereign, and the property of half 
the iubabitants. , ; 

, Tbe 4fchbiihop of Upfel, 1^ 

(^MKhiSkS XII« right; ^ )hi& o^e, would hav^ 

;♦ ^4697* i . .crQ\TOcd t|ie new,; king, but 

>- ^: ' . .CfearJes^ fjerqejly taji^^ t^^ crovn 

> : from 
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frotai the^lindale, i^c^ i^.Ji^siieif upon ,}m oj^ 
head; thus: givuig sin €^Iy:iintixQatiopk.o£. 1^^ 
eliatafber, winch alaanned dio&i whojwere^sjrea^. 
uiwltb: af.ths.obfliBacy which prevailed in it» U^^^ 
This Prince, to ufe an^^sf^dfioaof on^jqi^ hji^^ 
hifiorians, aj^pe^cs^ to have efiimated the ftrength 
of Jiis kingdom l>y its figure upon the. map. 
With the qualities of a brave foldier, and an aWe 
general, pofterity will never allow him the charac- 
ter of a great mtmarch, or a good Sang. If he 
deferves the title of a hero, it can only be in 
the field of Mars ; if he was; a perfect mafter of 
4:he art of war, he knew not how to render his 
fubje^ h^j^i AU his vidories gained nothing 
J:^ut ^ry |br fain^lf and his armies, without 
prodvci^^y advants^e to his kingdom or fub^ 
jeck., . > 

- , ^nftead^of profiting by the authority beftpwcd 
by the nation upon his father, in order to incr^fe 
t))^ riches^ and. promote the welfare of his fiiD* 
je^, he depopulated the country, niined the 
^QommcBce, ckftroyed the armies and fleets, and 
4p^^;pgcd the finapcea to fuch a degree, that tf 
jvas neceflary to, make an afleffmi^pt for the pa/^ry 
fum of 398,000 filver dol^aiis,. wa/itpd for a new 
J4yy ,af ]ti]Qp^S| ;«iri)J^,»fhich Stenbotk, iaf- 

/gdintp,JP(Wjer4n^ defith the,j!^\i^- 

t^*.«>iUi9P%of filver dollars. ' 

At 



tSt! ptctence of ddiWring the nation dftom flart 
^J^; dlaMJfh^d itftJf upon the ruim «f the^ fM- 
mcr dcfpotifin, permit me to condude my letter^ 
^yjtfurifclg you hot^ much 
■^ / J ^m, ioc- &c &:♦ 

-^^ . r - .1. •• K . • 

.;,; V ,. i,..j:tter. xxn, , ,, . ^ 

ill ->'> , . -.> .:.. ^ •• ,. • ., ; ' > , 

^' " The MnccTs Ulrica 

tlconcraj^ yourigeft filler of Charles XIl. and wiffe 
of l^rederic, hereditary Prince of'Heffc Caffcl; 
was received as Queenj^ upon cpndition of her rfe- 
ndiincing for herfelf and defcendants the claitlAi to 
jibfolute authority^ ?ind figning an aA by which 
ike recognifed the right of ^leftioli to be in the 
nation aiTembled. The fenators f^umed their 
ancient title of fenat:ors of the realm ; the fenatc 
Decame more powerful than ever, ackubwledgittg 
only 'the fuperiority of the ftates ; arid the nblSl- 
lity regained all their rights. 

Peace was fucceffi^ely concluded with England, 
Denmark, the Eleftor of Brandenburg and Rufflk, 
and in 1720 the <^en yielded the crcfwri to her 
|iuiband, interferiiig no fertJier with the*ai!kihof 

* gdvcynment. 



government. Sh^ died in 174 1, loved and rc^ 
fpeded by the whole nation. 

Frederic I. having embraced fhc 
jREDfiRic L . I^utheran religion, and figned the 
1720, royal affurance, by which* he bound 
bimfelf to govern under the reftric- 
tions accepted by his wife, was elefted, and pro- 
claimed King of Sweden. The ftates, not con- 
tented with the abolition of the fovereign power 
in the diet of 1720, added feveral articles rielat-. 
ing to the new form of government, and granted 
new privileges to the nobility and clergy in the 
diet of 1723, Of the articles enaft^d in 1720, 
the following were the moft effential : 

" The fupreme power ought to refide for ever 
^' in the afff mbly of ftates, compofed of the re- 
" prefentatives of the four orders of citizens, . 
" the nobility, clergy, burgeffes, and tlie imme- 
" diate peafants of the crown. 

" The ftates, whether convoked or hot, fiiall 
" affemble every third year, to review the con- 
" duft of the fenate, colleges, and other depart- 
" ments in the execution of the laws entrufted 
" to them; and to adopt fuch 'mcafures as may 
" be neceffary for the welfare and glory of the 
" realm. ' '■' 

*^ The crown pf Sweden fhall not be held by 
*^ any Prince under the ag^ of twenty-one years j^ 
" and the ftates ihafl have the riglit of appointing 
^^ jtHtors fpr the education of the Royal Family. 
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" The legiflative power ihall be whoily in the 
**^ fbtes, whofe confent fhall be neceflTary to give 
^', validity to tKe decrees paffed by the King and 
**; fenate, in the intervals between the meetings 
"oF the diets. 

^' The ftates referve to themfelves the right of 
** making war, but in cafe of invafion or domet 
"tic commotions, the King in concert with the 
*' fenate, may take meafures for repelling force 
"by force, without waiting for the meeting of 
** the ftates, which fhaU, however, be convoked 
** tfrithout delay. 

" The Eing may coin money, but the ftandard 
" fliall be regulated by the ftates. ' 

** The King fliall not upon any occafion leave 
" the kingdom, without the confent of the ftates. 

" In cafe of a vacancy in the fenate, three cah- 
" didates, natives of Sweden, fliaH be nominated 
" by the ftates, of whom his Majefty fliall accept 
" one. 

" During the illnefs, or abfence of the King, 
" the fenate fliall fign all public afts. 

" All the fuperior military officers, from field- , 
" marflials to colonels inclufively, fliall be ap- 
" pointed by the king. 

" The ftates, aflembled in diet, fliall give re- 
*' drefs to all perfons prejudiced by the regula-, 
^ tions,^ or dccifions of the ftates. 

« TTie 



<^ The ancient privileges of tlie ien»te OaM bd 
^ for ever inviolabfey bnt no new privti^gf^ te* 
'* latiag to any feparate order, caa be valid Dfidi- 
^ oat &e ccmient of the wbole. 

To tbefe in 1723^ were added the foUomng : 

^^ The fiijQig^ in concert with the fenate, inay 
" convoke the fiates, before the expiration of the 
^ three year& 

*^ Upon the death, abience or iUnefs of the 
^^ King, the fenate in a body, may convoket the 
" flates^ which they may alfb do, when the 
** welfare of the country, or the liberty of the. 
^ fiates are in danger* 

^^ If, in the above cafes, neither the King nor 
^ the ienate fiudl convoke the ftates, within the 
•* time prefbribed, the ftates (hall declare every 
" thing doiie in the interval, both at home wd 
•* abroad, null ; of which they (hall order-notice 
** to be given, by the governor of Stockholm, and 
" the governors of the different provinces, that 
♦* the flates may affcmble of their own accord at 
" the proper time and place. 

*• When the throne is vacant, the ftatqs, whe- 
•* ther convoked or not, fhall affemble at Stock- 
*' holm, thirty days after the death of th^. King* 
•* and ihall proceed to a new etecUoa. ^ 

*f The individuals, who compofe the* ftates, 
^ fliall bind themfeh es by an oath not tp pf o- 
^ pofe, agree to, or execute any thing that has 

" a ten- 



^* and whartiever ftififl be decreed byr the ftactes to 
^^A the prejudice of the liberty "ami tindependfencc 
" of the nation, Ihall be nuB aind iwvaKA 

^^ The fenate and the King, feall be rcfponfible 
•** for their conduft in the intervftb betiiir^en the 
^ meetings of the diet. r..; 

^* There fliall be a fecret committee ^For. affairs 
** not proper to be fully difcufied ; gnd^this fliall 
** be compofed of the three firft ordeii^, teethe ex- 
^'^ dufion of the peafants; all matters referred 
" from the whole body fliall be fettled here, and 
" the members fliall be abfohitdy .prdiibited 
•^ from conferring with fordgh minifters. 

«* The ftates fliall make the Ikwi, but they fliall 
' *^' be figned by the King, and executed uin his 
^ name. In default of the King, the fenate fliaU 
' ** fign, and caufe them to be executed. 

" Each order fliall have a vote in the regula- 
*• • tion of al&irs relating to the nation in general, 
^* and the plurality of the four votes fliall decide 
" the queftion ; but where the juft privileges of 
^^'any iingle order are concerned, the matter 
^' muft be decided by ah unanimous vote ofaH 
c"*^he orders.*' ^ : /' 

By the regulations of this diet, the royaLpower 

>was reduced to a mere name.j the KingibKng dif- 

'^ abled from levying tnx)ps,difpofingo£tHc/effefts 

of the crown, or appointing the officers^ whojcom- 

pofc 




t^'voji$,pca%flred]t)y,,tl^ pijg .i,n % fenat^ ^ig 
the'rigfx't ofj^jpi^ingwhwitiie yoipe? Yfcpe-fli^wcj 
formed the royal Qm^^.fjf ^Qieji£aitxyfi.ffif^§i^Q 
wl^(;h, ujpgi^ ftb* feparatipjnt ^ tjj^ dig>i,„\i5as^ fi^^ 
to ^<tiYi^f^t>¥^n,t]ie.gipkwa gdad tfe^/iii^Jftw, 
Butitjie »yit^(yity. t^wf itr^jujf^ifed jta, tlie,.ftO||||«»(ts 
foQ9 gjive^^if^^o pvo ffuiksp wJridi Jiajv^p i^ift{|4,iu 
, imjpjerrupUcdly. evcriiw*, ujgMlfic (JiffeijcjMj/qpOTilrjul 
Thq j>pliqrrof the, cabinet 9f Veri^fp^ %ii^iri 
long. tiipc.4veaed to the corn^on ig^jFftJjf nW8lni''I 
bers.of t|ujfe, (Mprts, .whofe afiftwqcFa^. i)e«f|^ io 
6ry Xq i^ (Wplp)^ptio^ of, its prDJeSs,. tmr^ MhJti 
ielf: |b S|Bir|^^, vpon every dv^^ige of (h^, iqafni^i a 
try,, wi(;^,ajriew of obtaining .the qontrQuI c^itjbii^lni 
nat^QnaJ^ ppvir€X&. The dcfefta of . the new jw^^'j ''. x 
of gijfverf^Be^t increafed the..q)pQr.tuniti^»'«^«jiii! t 
the a^yajQt^gf^of comij)tion>..and ;a coiiJiderattc.t:;n 
par^y, w^ ^qn. dfermed, . dwot,e(| tp .,l:b« .»^i|#s(,nfi 

the nation by the aK)€^4tif^p^fl£,HArfe.u.TR^p9iiJ 
part^ jgSfitending to ^ymcorjy.ajii t^. ;re<py«gb*fi 

*™£^W^ I^PS.'^^y ^^^fe^^ag tQ.Sw«iw»^3iit 
deavoured to produce a lbreachjf*t|i»tlie Q9^.j»^-^d 

' »CiVi ,.-;>'?£-•■.•: ■"■ -5.bib.N* vw. . .--•>■>;- X ■3^-' 
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Ivvi^epwty wli^had contributed to tlie efb^j" ^ 
llQftiiie&t of the ztew form of govcrnrocnt, Thrfr 
oMed wai the pAimodon of the peace and ha^^ 
' pindb of the natioiii, and the m^fure propofisd 
by^tkem WW a ftrift- alliance with Ruffia, with^ 
mt/twy connexion with France. 

ftjr af gradual ej;tenfioA of its influence, the 
coiirtOfVcriailles bbtained a decided majoHty, 
andfattjic diet of r783; ^ddch lit fo^ ihe un- 
ufud' tittle of eleven months, the paicific mea-* 
furet^of the CapSi were entirely overcoinev arid' a 
n^im^ with Ruifia refolved upon. The lofi of 
Fix^Uid, and of a fine army was the confequence ' 
of iSie war, and the Count de Lcwenhaupt be- 
came file unhappy vi^m of a ra0i and ill-con- 
trived projed:. From the year 1720, when the 
infinenee of France firft began to appear in 
the diet, it oontinued to extend itfelfiover all 
the powers of government. At length the cabi- 
net W Ven&illes fhewed its enmity tp the court, ^' 
tod it^ power over the ftates, by. adding to the i 
re&Kflioiis of royal authority, the controul t4 
the perfonal property bf the King. ' 

Frederic L died the 25th of March, 1751, at * 
the age of feventy-fijt year$, and M^l f^cceedod 
by Adolphus Frederic. 

To this Prince the eftates pref^ntcd, in 1755, a\ 
very extraordinary addrcfi. It ftatcd that, ^y tht 
i3t|t>artidc of the ordinance of i7»|, the ftates 

R tmrt 



ablcS brfongirtg t6'th^'«#o<Hf^ M f^fittte tli^cr of 
' Qittoya ticiShrfi ^»; his an titi^{^ trf" illii 
right, t!ie7 delir($k to t^iMhie the diteAOiKft ^6^ 
kiiti^ \b tht <^6h ujpdA her maifkge; ^su^ 
fhareFcrft*, \ciAed t6 kiibW Aiiifen k wetW be 
convenient to their MajcAirt, that S dijmtJitl^ 
fcauH be appointed ta c6mp^tfc thfefti with ihe 
invchtory. - ' ' ....... 

Hie jewels in qnelHon were delivered fb ttie 

Queta, by Cbunt Teffiti, th^ S^JWjdi& eflfbifflfid^ir^ 

before Hs departure from BcrliA, Us; il perfenat 

tftefent. She, therefore, rfefufed t4 permit m m^ 

jfjpeaion 6f them, but d^cteTfed tta4 s» fi>a:b ali> 

they cbuM b^ feparatfed from litf own, thdy 

IhouM be furrendered to the ftites^ fiMe^ ** after 

^ fuch ah indignity, it was beneath ber ta kdep 

*' theml*^. A Tevere reprimand follotl^ this 

anfwef. "^ The fiatcs ctDihpliined to the King^ tkit 

the (^een had fiiewn edntlfnipt not <Hify fer 

' them, but for the fenate imd great offiteirs 'of the 

crowri^ and^ from her tapricioUs C(iftdu<5t, ap^ 

Reared to have no coi^fid^ratiott of tter idlgtiity 

^ of their charafterB. ^ It fiiould be rfememberdl,*^ 

feid^they, *^ tbat the (^een came into this kihgr 

*** doni, as a companion to your Megefty, not W 

/*' mcreafe the royil authority/^ They theri ftataft 

^ 'fevend camles- of complaint^ a«d' concluded' by 

^ ^iynfegy'^'t^ the ftat€3 ^efired not ^^y" 'change 

" •^ of ^itunaats Ifr the King toftamfcag the 

* ' '^ ^ Qucen^ 
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^^P^9^^ kix^i^adfc a.Wng apology^ fpir^tii^ condM& 

J^i|^ }g> hef Igrvprntii^e of tjtie liaticin^ ,l**igiifejf ^ 

1 >i*t ^^hojtifpeabh i^ 

lipr^ de|nai?tded during- the ten }t^rt, that tlwf 

. ^a4 !t>€ea ia h€r|)0ffefflon5 flie thpu^t t^t' fftiii*. 
£u:€ iixi^4 a diibuJi jrery iajurloiis to ler bt^ 
iioi^ ^ t2;i€ m|>re fo a^i, the . diamo^ic^ ^.had. b^&t ^ 
.|pLy4flL ter W, and W^re, therefor^ to^ be cofifi* 
^e<^ a$ h^ own. . 

But» notwitbftaBdkg all the ptottftaticin$ of 
hi5kMa]€ftf, the ftatds perfifted, aftd t3id.ifij|)ec. 

., tipn was made* A fecohd remotiftrattce, -^tfy 
i^bly prefented to his Majefiy, has the iroiiicid 

^ . jB:|Pf dfions, " The ftites befeech your M4j^% 

[ 'f to reiMia Matter in the cdurt) tind Kiivg id the 
« kingdom^ and hrnnbfyprAj that all ftirth^ C-&#- 
" re§iondence uj)On the. fubjeft may cfeAfe/* 

But t^ hutniliati(>n of their M^j^@d did |^0t 
end here. The King^ believing thAt he hkd ^ 

; leail ther right of a^ppifiting th4Hfe i&i2slediati^iy 
about the perfons of himfelf and his ^hlkiren, fcad 
.^ofeu a fub-governor far the ft'ififee Jftoyal 5 this 
privilege the ftates would not permit hia> to tift ; 

. tl^y^ tWeigare^ deiQlated thd place u^&i ahdifit- 
miffled the fub-gdy^no.r> accompaftyfalg ihdif «-^ 
ip^tiw with aa i^|iirif)WB a2i4 l^oni^ fetl^i: to 

' . ' ' "*' R a' ■ "'■; '^thc 



tmitfc^jfx ithd form at ^ >mffii - bumbkire^u^i(St$ 

Prince RQ^ralr^suDAtheappoiiitii^ of^thev Seiia» 
tor Coimt (fe g;diefibr>in hiii|)to(» To tiMijoirder 

tide fof;. the 1(0^ c£|^irerDiDelit;>t]tenright »if 
Hb^fingc^goyomor for the iBrincad ^sdongbdrtQ 
liwit ;rlA»tl[hi9 ai^guMaeiita and yriibcs ^d^rpnef^bSf 
v&k&.^ ^ thto Count 4e Scbefier. took pofieffioif u£f 
ids jfevr^ poft, .aAd,; foon after^ feveial othet^b#- 
jBoeva were immed by the Ibites to be imtnedialbd^^ 
f^totttt^opecfdii of the Prmte. » '^ -^^^ 

.. .To coQiftete this fearies of iafnlt, a fer€^dl>^ 
W9a mf»4e,. ;l^ order of the SBnaHtiy haviiig.npoft 
it 2m ep^Tuig of the xoy^l %natiirei irilFead 
t>f which |tr yas intended tofcrve, m br||eii<*|> 
.give^Vfifidity 1:0 refolutioas raade wit9«wir3^^ 
JFWWMgPr <>rtagainft the coiifent ,of; the^f:hi^, 
;Thus d^itj^'^KiATs, ^t the icaiSgatidn «f Pft^«, 
depiy^e^ t^ cRc^wn of iu r%bts and ponfticmliisdl 
4^r^qg€Ry.Vp4er Uie.^H^dpBaaffbrance df gwfefe 
^i|ji^.5^^^ whi*, hyithpfe very^tm^ihSy 

,$^^n^|pji.^of Ji»t^i|yi thftt ii)iTOtainx of polifitd 
•^?1#K ^«»fflfBdifr©^^ <^f Kraiioe *fer 

! V^?^iW^tifi*^?j&»fl^if<?aifcgW:thciti opth^'^de 
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irfbrfs^vfoeh^^ifS'an iij«rred King^^nnddn qppneiieKl 
priilpfe vv«miQfitiiiedtenbi^p6ie «a a^f^lbiik^r^ (oti 
tifiea at onc:e iipfooaeinafid prfottit^ -'i^il 
T-jfArpiah of a rewSfcrtliinTiff i&twiw jtfitlie Xing 

Honf^'Tind' eiidfiurovn i^neft uftd M^gitdn^tlit 
gaittfon ^nd ftomtib ^'Stodls&dniy ^}ft)satsrwdl^ 
futile pec^le^ ^vc %3K)wn t^^te^ tnOtidifpafed^ 
But the confpiracjr iih» cEdf^ dfte mdnitttt 

-^cn it would have taken' eflb*; Co^vs^ Brahe 
aftdc B^ron Horn, with feveraJ odier perlb&s, 
werefeized; and the moft oruel'bmttires-w«tt 
Sifcd to wring from them a dlfeS^*^ >6f ^eir 
jMSQfXnpfices. Brahe and Hofti Wei^^-bdiksvibdb'^" 
h e lUhe poBcy of the court of mtt0B^^ iii^o|fc 
pofiog^the a[ggrandifement of Rtifilii^'^^M^g^ 
'$weda2;to cohdudc a treaty with th^^'J'hrkS/'lh 
the ;f ear 1 740. Denmark was &>Iibkedci% M^d^e 
a party in this alliance) but was reftt4hfetl' Bjr tie 
fear ctf a rupture with Rufia, and^ fij^^ a' Wi6^. 
le^ of the advant»gcar to be bbtahiodPfi'iiifi ffc 
affiftancc* •England; for ^UlS^d^^iM^ldiMiilff. 
cial reafons, being defirdus ^f^'htnJfltei^ -^^fee 
power of France itt Sweden, fttftd^ ^E^cKlt "remit- 
tances: of monefvto riie King; who, uijarr^l^^ 
oUnrhmd, hadfoUditd &di^^fflkfctecfe.-^lltit4he 
Wtfimli party hawiigipf eveft«edl*le?lrt^ 
,»S^. Ell^ mfiiiitef.at)^^^ the 

war with Ruffia, on pretence of the affiance be- 
tween 



_ ( ^6 ) 

b6lw^f»V th^ two c(MxX» ba4 Qqafed, a^ ^hi^^Rf^^ 
gQC^tiiD^ was (parried an by mc4W^ pf iJtf JEagliflji/' 
Embaffador ^t ^lop^Ph^g^^n, .. - 

tk^ violfpce of thpir proqe^c^ing^ Iqft the icpp!&v^ 
<^t)cQ o£ the natipix, ^ftd the crQ4i^ o^ the CAf^l'^ 
^a#. jwrogartionahly ijiaeaftcj. T^e future <rf the '' 
VW. with ?fuflia, iu which Sweden ^K^ iavQjvi^ 
Iby tW iatrigHesi of the tf at§, the w^t of mOV 
iftfsy* QcG^fioiif d hy the he^ivy 5nid ttfcleft expexices 
erf" tb0 ?Lrmy^ find the withholding of the fuhfi*' 
4i^ pi:oHi}f^4 hy Fr^^ce, at length, rpvi^d^^e 
:5ation,tp a knk of iu true intereliai a»d th^ 
furp.diiperifld wo^g the Cap& by Sir Jghisi GcwQi45 
ricjce, w^ i\ot without it^ ufi? in the diot pf J762. 

At this period the ayreairs of fuhficjiesi 4.ue ft^m 
pfancp, ^moimte4 to eleven milUop^ of Uvre^ 
^Jk^ the eP^rt of VerfaiUes, inftcad of paying the 
debt, pTQpofed the conclvfion of a uew treaty fo^ . 
tej> yfa^s^ by which Sweden (hould engage ttf 
fi^rpifh a fquadron qf . ten ihips of the ^m and 
frig^te^,, receiving ap. 51 recompenfe froia Fx^l^nce 
the anAwl fiim of ono miUion and ,a half of 
livres. 

Engla^^^d,. ^vmed; by a pic^pofai whUh WQ^ld 
hw^ thrown, .th^ gifea?eft pajrt of the w^ritime 
power ojf Sweden injtq.the hwd^ of Frwce, ufed 
fuch e?^eytions a§ 9cc^oi>ed It to be reje^^ed- .Np 
aj^fwer'was returned to the depnand^ mac{e bf the 

arrears 
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%l?(Jirf>/*^ fram»F^^ during tfte tfit 

«Oii]t|!ftlf . ocwfioncd by this cwdy^. Si? jfc^^ 
<5ifw;i^cte wi$ TeceiYod at Stoels^ a^ Envoy 
il^rwiTffiiiary from tbc court of Engl^ndt He 
^MTiY¥4/in, April, 1764* The fubv^rfion of a 
#[»;iBk,f^ government, firmly eftablilhed for more 
ti^»n -^iwtftty<ight years, feemed by no nmm aa^ 
«fy otgeft o£^ endeavour, and its fuecefe can be 
ittriliAtcd caify to the fmkiTp of the fubfidies, the 
difoi?delr oijht^ finances, wd the divificms of the 
fiatfSi wWcb gave Engljusd tfi opportunity of 
«Y«rconikg wtireiy tho pw)jeS» of francse. 

%e jfedttenJ iUte 9f th^'idngdom at this time 
obliged the) fenate {0 convoke m\ extiaorctinary 
diet at tto be^ning of the y<ar 1 7 65. The au- 
nifters -of England and Ruffia Jaboured ib fire- 
wowfly fot the intermits ^ their courts, that, 
notwtfcftswding the iijtrigups of France, and the 
iGnonfy .^^ph fhc again expended, the Caps 
were fo»nd at the diet to ootopofe the greater 
part pf the ftat^s. -After fome debate it 'was de- 
«dp4; Thiit the alliance with France had been 
hig^y detr^ment^ to. Sweden, fiaving hurthencd 
it with heafy. exp^oces, to the amount of three 
time^ th^ money agreed upon as a recompenfe, of 
si^ich money the payment was denied, and the 
fum total reduced by chicanery from 1 1 to y 
miUions, . ^ 

While this, and forpe other rcfolutions were 
paired in the ftates^ the Embaflador of France en- 

' gaged 



:^^|qot« .^Ctf- tbi^ feorei iQ6)ralMiOT 5K^ fgimo:ito 

nation on the fubjeA of arresiii{irfrop(^e4'fotVty 
V tjixn^^^ini^^ ^^t. ye^^;' and 4fae 'fenate 
/^tl^pug^titj.piaidefit;'^ .a^oqM: the; affinry i 31ie 
.{iAT% .b)f:i^iiiM2^;WiU> 4;he c$*rt^ 'g«fcrl{4cll,too- 
^ f^alpla >|n;jorit^ 4b «her order tdf ndbleSpYii^ph 
. t^ «uAii^§ pf England h»d !Klu0a encl^^fM^d 
^.mi^nt^^fM attwAingrtprJjhw ifitiif<iftHihe 
..tiroe, ot^v orders of the m^e, and th^ fenet 
^mmki^)' lift which the Gap« .b«d^;t£ffe J&^xito* 
rity,, ^ f|ie.fK>wer (^ this eomsiitte^UL^^^^ 
fenators under the influenos of JPimiee , ^m^^^- 
iAiiQ^4:fP'x^^fing the coBfido«[€e .^ llifrlft^tes^ 
^^^ndi^t^/^fftmatment of ii^ mtnift^> ^tiiitrffmt 
^f^^qffj^l^ urso prevented. ;S(toik>«ller]«l|e^i^ 
^2^^(Qii)^.tha ftspm oommiftte^ >^danll«flab^iliid 
r^jt^i^um^ii a imaftiTfi vi'likk^iisidK^iiaita&y 
,f^e9j4WdJi«»dby/th«icl?r^.iah^^ inimsmrv- 

Mj I^nfl5.^^4f ^twtiftnl pf^p|)oftje /iUbficefts, 
fj^lie. G*Ps prevailed fo far that a treaty with Eng- 
land was figned in February, 1766, by which the 
fubjefts of each power were admitted to all the 

advantages 



3(i<oiifiqupOI<tiib<|itfe^h#)9f^«^e»i:^B(A9S«Aer 

otcoiicialaiiits <miati^ to>tl% psHy^' *o¥hs dUiMicT 
c^iioMnWIth Fnuice^ zkAthe tU^fs, Ka^ifl^ enivke. 
b^l3|(tol at tengch, xhd'difoM«i^>oe^j£0tikl4$y tbe 

^r^ favcnifef^oif»dle^i£^M, ^hi|il9i#»)fd(>h}^te(^V^r- 

JoMtf^ df!hiitec0i«i{%ce«v -vi^ere bblkeaded^ai^4he 
ti.t»sfeSre»^ <all8d t*eaMi4irt, • by t^M^ fi^Vas"i6h- 

33AcAirtfiarce>«edrq!hat ihe fup^rtiSoH «flifIi#W^s'l%e 

lowed to feled one from three candidates iSiH^- 
. ?ib(!edft)y tbtf ^«ei<| kswhf-i ^^^^MA'VS ^ in. 

•iCdi.T rlj! ' 71- )•;-' f lifii u.t !•* (uli^/'nq -'>fti^:^!i^ 
'idi A:> <.'.'•> .-. ,(.(\\l ,vicuidy''J iti h;)H)i^ii «.; // bii£l 
irf-t j'x' 0' i.j;.nribr -iifi-// rrwoq ibi; ^ to -n-.^d;)"^ 



ilat« liuree (ev?r*l limesi, w|io<3n, ^«c ;i$ ij^ajsr. T^r.^ 

ai9^autbf»ity. . The flargn Debel,, bfifjg t^v|5 
prp%|tfi4. ^d rqe^cd, was plac^ in the ij^o^^ 
)}y;t}ie fiat^ j.but th* mjig.r«ftj(^ 4;q %n tb^, 
p»t«nt,o( aqppoiatimeqta rndt^qQug^n wovld iipt . 
permit the ijfual oeremwy of tdjTH^ bBC hwdu.^ 
This refolute tneafure was fuc^e^de^ ^ v^KAJp/^-, 
•which Shewed the Kipg tq be confi4«*? ^^^^^ . 
f^gfOTt,, He i£9e4^ three peribn^ jpr^ented f o . 
Um6>r theioffice of ^etary of iUte, w^^.Q^.^ 
own authority, >pp<)iiM;e4 * fpurth, w dirc^^; 
pofiti^n t0 the e:M^9g fqrm of g<»vffR«M»<!i. >i 

The iliflwuca of France wo^ 4t. tl^y (^iflup^ 
have yielded eafiJy to the pfifcr of a fubftdy: If^, 
England or Rwffia; hut the roipiftcr* of t^^9^' 
Q>urts relied Uppn their inaj(»rity ' in the pi?lf9i^ 
and upon the exertions c^ the fccret c(»un)||^> 
The marriage of the Prince Royal with the JPrii^ 
oelk of Deumw*, a mcafure accMnp^fhe4 '♦l^ffJ 
the,aj4««^e8 of theC4fs, marked th« cQndvJ^ 
of.th# diet, which .wa« fcarcely diflblv?4 )S!^^^ 
fen«tp a«d adminiftration wereftriww^lly ps#P^ 
to convoke another. M this jhi^u^rft ?Wifie 
oftred to pay fow ouUiows and ». haif .for **»- 
newal of the treaty of 1758, javi, by her em^ 



th^&ceptance of tliis fubfidy would r^tid^ the 
tfjwtW^yipspifcdiinneofiflarf. ; 
<: Ih dlfe meiri thhe the treaty witl Kngkndph). 
cji^4- HkMy* The miniftcr tefufed to liften to ' 
is^ayfflr^pofete for maney, and. the Caps, defirousr 
erf (^rUig tbe'naticm fiajfie nKQinpenft: 'for tht 
^^^4i^ tendtfod by Ftancc, 4einftnded theftjift 

^t |c^gtl\ tfe^ i*)urt party, perceiving the fiilurc 
of all thfir Ibhemes for iho convocation of an ex. 
tyjiof diwry dlat,'- cngagbd the i^ng to feigh an in- 
tention of abdicating the' tlurdue. The PriAce 
KoyaJt in a journey through tHe provinces, gained 
the aflFeftion of the people, and induced the go- 
tY^Bors, maPcHant^; &c. to prefent addreffes, com- 
phiniagiof the diforders in the interior go- 
vermnent, conMuercc, &c. by which the convo- 
cartJbnof the ftates was rendered neceffary. Th^ 
dxlath of Count Lowenhielm, the (worn enemy of 
France'; and the breaking out of the war between 
fttkffia and the Porte, favoured the" views of the 
Hknrsi whffle the King was encouraged by^ei. 
mieirtjpi-omifes to enter upon the fchemc of feign-' 
edr aWlcatioh. After rcftifing, therefore, to figri 
in a(9J^prefented him by the fehate, he wrote a 
letter f , demaiWing tht convocation of in extras 
ordinary diet, as the only means bf remedying 
the diforders complained of by his fiibje6ls. 

t Twelfth of December, 176?. 

The 



"piQ jfoUQ^^riijg WQcds exprefled his intcntioj^irifii 

i^UiiVting;^ ,.,.. •_.,,_.. ^v .^^^ 

. " jtfj, cqntj:ary .ta all expeftation, the &09^ 
h : il^i^d r<tH^. ^^ propolaly I Hull be obliged toF 

** dered infupportable by the ii^efcbedJIft^f^ 
« ^th^Jjpd^^ apdthQ g^?c»ns. of ao^uiibafQiy 
" peoj?l€; Jaj^ed bcyo^4 t^^ Wh^Wj{ 

^^ £wthfi^l^,^QQViilpU9rs ibalj, hjcve; afl?inWcdt>|te 
^^^$t:iite$j, ^bf ^eaj^.whi|d^ ind^e me j^ Kft%ft 
*«,lhaU ^.cowmvpicaftB^ .^^tlifei«6«| 

f^ time I abfolutdy forbid the ufe of my nanp^^Hr 
;f a|>y f^9\ut^oi3i«.af the; fkm^ . :; • . / > :;rr 
^ ' . r: .3igwd,^ *^.AdDltAii« BVcderfarfi 



no 



The aniWer to this letter, which .wafijreq^j^iyj| 
in eight-andrforty hours, was not retui:nc<4 in j^ 
days- ilt length the King went iii pcrfo^ t^^^ 
feriate, and was requefted to allovr them i\ff^^ 
tiiiie; \k^^ were deiirous of eiuiminii%,a4|^^ 
reafoQs for, and aeainft the convocation of adUedt. 
but, withrefpectto the abdicatioii^ they^i^re^g^ 
their hopes that his Majefty would delij^ fin^ a 
rfefolution fb contrary to'thelaws arid tbh&^jwCT 
pTOmifeS.' To this the King replied that, tte.M* 
fwer was Only to be confidered as a refu^i)^ ^^U 
he fhbilii ' tlhereforeV intcm-"-^ — rJ-.i.^i 1:1. 



e Ihbiild,' tlherefore V interfere no fafthe|:, yrj 
the government. \ " *\^" ^ \[X i / ,T 1 ,p ^^v' 
;' Immeiilatei^ afrerwai^^ tKe Kyip^l^QX^ ^f 8f 

lung s 
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the chancery, > where his requeft was tSm(id, 1K6 
'ftteflPto^ <iWi^f *~cdlK|es,'dedari]^g at'each thit 
«R^fiEKrf had a6l(iicat<id, ind dellveffej^'loallthe 
T/mihi&'ll' pnntedfcoiJy of ihfe reafebs for his 

ifej?i^s't6ndtf£f: -'"^ •'•• ''•''"'" "■'■ • 

YqH6tit"«gJ)u«es5;f'i«i« ^ved" frbtt'^k'fenate, 
frntm^'ths kih^Va Wippearaifc& IiMexible^ a 
ftSiWft'df iiMidoa"' \lWdi he fireferv^/' till a 

HfilR^^JMln ttv' i4ruA^ flic' pbMM^of'g&etii. 

Thcdiet was coiivd&d' fbi^ the i^ffi^bf AprO^ 
aixi-oft-thib BKofbres of Englatuf ^'d Ruflla were 
deranged, the ienate not daring to negotiate the 
^^K^' without the participation of the States. 
Tmii'tne Ifllrigues and the bribes of France again 
fcegaii X6 acquire the afcendancy, and the King^ - 
?e{urhirig 'to t^e {^nate, teftified his approbatioij 
Sftheir^ohdu^', protefted the innocence of l]^i? 
l^i^si and dectared the welfare of the nation to 
68 ms' btxlf obicft. 



Dtxl^objcft. 
^ ^e daring condv<9: of the IIats upon t^is oj;- 




ESten^iMdOT tlixs^Rowerat *C^^ ^ had 

pjfSihifed the J^orte to^amft'them by making a di- 
verfiop in their flavour, and every endeavour was 
IfiSi^fe ufed to pfbvdke^'war be^we^n^wedf;;i 
3ft6!|iiffia'; an^ from Ruffia 

^ and 
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«ldsicirc«l9^ tbut the ndtiiikxf (^^rwie^AyM 
fbon ^e«ttliefi'di%Qfd thefun of tweLiormUr 
UMSt of wfaicii t^n ^rsi:^ ilread^4e^fitad jnifdlit 
di&rdnt houfiis at Amfteidam^ tobs ein{^oy*d'iii 
^ prefcnts^ fufidies, &c. A coci;0<|irtsi]blf .J^Kfcr^ 
tion ors^: alTomf^ Atnopgfi £diik:^ SjW)C)iii)x>dm^- 
dhaats ia favoiar of ^he Ereieieh patt|t« ' r > i 

money diftrUDttled by the Fimdh ^Mto^ ^ 
Hats obtained ai:0n|i4}erableadv9iitiige.otsfct^l^ 
competitors in the eleftion intrigues, n0twith- 

Demnai^k. Oenorol Ferfen, d4^^ ottffiiaki^ 
tke4iet^as)d ail the members lofthi^ieaa^ 
mktee, wefc devoteji to this poTin^^ /;Haj^yj> 
however^ for the Gaps, theif antagimiftf mip^ 
divided into two parties* Of thcfe one, ciiUed 
the Court or Royalrparty^ 9im^ at ronderiiiy^lhe 
King abfolute^ and the other, c^kd thevO^p 
Hats, had no other object than to fypplaiA:t&ir 
antagonifts, without eflFeding any fihaBge' ia tkt 
conilitutiom . , - i .' -" 

The difpofif ion of the fearet.cotnmittcafeov 
appeared. 1 heir firft ad was the difiniffi<Ma dfc aB 
the fenators, who had been appbint^ed nn4«^-the 
influence of Rufl5»or Eng^d* Yet aft td>afc®jUld 
be obtained from this di^t hpth&^^mih:t^^ 
'who^d expended fe^.»tijBhmowy to^ ^obteate hs 

" ITiat 
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\*^11ut;.tl»JEii^|yh.aimcdio^^ at. the empujciof 
r.iV the &a. and the extenfion of their ^wnwpaei^e, 

. ^S which they, were ^efii^ou^ of acquiriog U . the 

** 'expejice,cf£ 50thcr cations ; . that S wadep, ^here- 
nf^ ipre^ coi]14'not coniider themes her ineii4s> 

^, .that, thaagjbidt was the interefi: of Sweden to 

'^^ be upon good te^ms with the>iieighboQring 

^^ powers^ ihexoukiby no means. enter .into an 

< ^^ alliance, with. -either q£ them; but that^e re« 

^^ cpgniaied France and t^e Fort as. her natural 

. ^S alhes, . tc^cthcr with Spain and ^ficia, as the 
^^ fiiendfi of France/' The plan of giving to the 
King md the.ia»be the power of co/itra&iag aUi* 
zikcJsSy and declaring war hetweciL the diets, ^¥as 
fiicce6fully re&ftedby Colonel Pecldv3> a man of 

' gi(€^t ability .and integrity^ at the head of.i^ 
party called the Old H>ats» If it. had fucceaded, 
all. the military forces x>f Sweden would have 
faUen into the hands of France, who would have 
immediately employed them in a war with 
Ruflia. ... 

'Thu$ failed a fcheme, by which France hoped 
to overturn the confiitution cf Sweden, and ex- 
ckaa war in the north; The expeniive method 
of employing the States thcmfelves to -^A .this 

^ purpose was pfovedto be ufelels, yet njo morepro- 
hahle^ni^uuof fuccdEsretoained. The hasdy.amd 
^courageous chara<^er.c^..the pi$0{det wbioh xen- 

' dered a revolution by iurprife^ot |iiq>oifible> was 

^Witrafted and counteracted ;by tte.fo&aUd paci-^ 

•• ^ • fie 
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fie (fifpofidon of the King, who coqU never he 
brought into any mealure, by which the &fety or 
intereft of his family migfat be endangered Wi& 
all the virtui» that fit a man for fodety, and con« ' 
fiitote the happine& of private life, Adolphus 
Frederic was deftitute of the amfoitian neceffiiry 
to the formation and accoaqplifhment of great en- * 
terpriies. Even the £jieme ef a feigned ab£ca<* 
tion excited his ficars ; and nothing lefs than the 
moft pofitive affixraaces of fuccefi could have in» 
duced him to undertake it. His love of '{ram 
quillity increafed with his years ; and France 
abandoned the hope of accomplifhing a revolution 
by force during the life of the King. In the mean 
while a journey uiKiertaken: by the Prince Royal 
into France, at the expreis requeft of the Duke 
de C3ioi(eul, revived the hopes of the Court pRuty, 
who doubted not that it would produce fome 
efficacious meafures for the efiablifliment of the 
Royal authority. 

Such was the fituatibn of 
GusTAVus m. Sweden, when the death of the 
' 1 77 1. King entirely changed the face of 

afiairs. The Prince Royal, who 
was at Pins, 'thus adding the title of King to the 
energy of Ms talents for negotiation, obtained a 
fiibiidy of a million and a Ealf of livres^^r arinum^ 
befides the promife of nioney for the fupp6rt of 
hispartyin the approadiing diet.' ' * * ' ' *" 

The 



( 'Hfv) J 
of §^i^<m tOiKhti (btmaekiecmeafcttf et&i>^db&« < ' 

,t.-,{,. - ■■ ;■.•.'■■ .:• ■ ^!•' ;'f)-q:ibi/'. • ■ t \* 
kX---^'' •••L'E-TT-ER-.-XXHri "•^"■''•••' 

^..,.. ■^ . • ii .^- - :-■-' ■• '='• 

.^jjpitiduined King of Sweden ac thct,.t9g<efiielF 35 >! 
yeat^. ,]^ diaradear, as dravrn bjr Sheridan, who 
hadCoppqgrtttm^.of examining it, *>ra5Ha.b»ppy >> 
uatm^ of talents ajQ^^^itBcs^mait^fed by qduca- 
ti(»^.r^d directed to/th^'difficttltpurpofe of ac- 
qnii^ jt^ arl|Siandtt|ie. powers of gRv^fpHpf^t. , 
Thx^^ whoCtw him qnly,,^ ;pu1»Uc yipp? jcap4- .< : 
vated by the fof({ft^o^;]^i^.j^q«??Kei jaift ^Wj ;t 
cha^jn^^of im addr<4v^JWtet<fefr>ft«»8flbi>f W*u?^< 
judgment and the eT^tj^j^Kj^^^^spa^^git^fm^ '■ - 
„ . S "^ firmed 
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firmed the affections, and xaifed ^e admiralioii: 
of /his intimates. The ready congratulatioas v£; 
the people at Stockholm gave him an opportunity, 
of extending his popularity, by the afl&bility of 
his manner and the ardour of his profcffions. Tov , 
e;s:tirpate corruption, to create unanimity, and 
to reign in obedience to the diet, without being, 
of any other party than that of the nation, he 
declared -were the conftant objeds of his hope. > 
. Thus recommended by his own qualities, and 
ailifled by the influence of an emba£^dor«, npw^ 
firit appointed by the court of France*, Cfl&ftavus 
ill. met the diet, and found the three inferior or- 
ders attached to the Caps, who were alfo niiafters 
of the fecret committee. The finaU party of his 
perfonal friends urged him to follow the fecret 
didates of his own ambition, and promi^d to 
rifk their lives in whatever he ihould undertake. 
Th& murmurs of the people excited his hopes j 
but their indignation was fcarcdy fuificient to en-* 
fure any aftive exertions in his favour* His, un- 
certain knowledge of the difpofition ekher of the 
nation or the army, and the incomplete ftate 
even of his plans, Ihewed the danger <y( hafty 
meafures, while delay was, rendered almoft equal* 
ly hazardous, by the jexceffive power of England . 
and of Jluifia* The KA^g iaw: the delicacy ^of . 

'•• -Mr.iie Vergeiines. f itance had hitherto employed only a miniiflcr of 
the fecoad ordjer, * ,, - : ! ^ ' -• *' * ' . 

his 
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his ^tuation ; and the conduft, which he adopted, 
proved his {]inidence and penetration to' be at kal^ 
equal to his difficulties. 

A feries of obftades, by which he very dexte-' 
ixiuily interrupted the refolutions of the States, 
ffeduted the diet to a ftate of inaftivityi or of 
Ufelels exertion ; while his friends increafed the 
difiigreenicnt between the nobility and three or- 
ders of the ftate. The two principal fubjecls of 
clebate in the diet were the regulation of the 
royal affurance, and the difmiflion of the fenate. 
With rifpeA to the firft, the nobility aimed at 
prefetving that figned by the late King, in 175 1, 
and the three inferior orders wiflied to include 
the mentioii of the new laws pafled lince that 
period. 

According to the conftitution, every meafute 
adopted by three orders out of the four, obtain- 
.edihe validity of law; but the nobility eluded 
this ordinance, by proving that feveral articles, 
now propofed to be added to the royal affurance, 
related to their privileges, and, therefore, required 
an unanimous confenn The King, in refiifing to 
fign any affurance without the concurrence of the 
nobles, protracted the regulation of affairs, and 
gained time for the completion of his plans. 
Thefe and fome other difficulties fufpended all 
the operations of the diet for eight months, at 
the end of which, the affair of the royal affur- 
ance was fettled by the moderation of fome 
S 2 chiefs 



thlcfs of the Hats, and the King figned it, pro^ 
fefling his defire of uniting all parties, and {mto- 
moting the wdfiune of the kingdom. In th^ 
mean time, the delay had been fufficient to ex- 
pofe the defects, of the government, and the in- 
fluence of foreign powers; while the wifdoin, 
difintereftednefs, and patriotifm of the ^ingy 
feemed e:2i:erted in continual offer ^ of ];nediatio^, 
and endearours to terminate all the difputes in 
the ^et# His Majefty had alfo made ufe of this 
delay to tafep fpme fecret me^fures priaparatQry 
to the blow that was meditated^ and his party 
liad employed themielves in d^erent p^fts of 
the Idngdoip in fermenting* the difcojitents of 
the people, oxciting their diflike to the conftitu- 
. tion, 2^nd erigaging theip to revolt. 

The affait of the royal affurance beiqg con- 
. eluded^ another month was ipent in deliberating 
•upon the di&iifSon of the fenate. A charge 
brought by the fecret committee, accxifing the 
fenators of having abufed the confidence of the 
ftates*, induced the three inferior ordp*^ tQ Tc- 
fplve upon the dcpofitiou/ of the whole body ; 
and means were found to gain the conf^nt of the 
nobles* A meafure thus violent was accpmplifhed 
entirely by the intrigues of the Caps, "who v<;ry 
unwifely drove the Hats %o defp^r, a|: a time 
when it was known that^fome change in the 
conftitution was meditated. ThLs abfurd condu^ 
of a party, elevated by fuccefe, inflamed by ani- 

mofity. 
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iBofitjr, and inftigattd by the dclire of making 
tHemfelves niaflcrs of tfte honours an4 cmdliu 
ments of the ftate, Contributed to the pverttrow 
o( the confiitutibn, and to the ruin of thofe by 
whom it was adopted. 

Soon after this, a great number of the Hat$ 
fccrctly devoted themfelves to the King^ and 
thofe, who in public gave the gf eatefi oppofition 
Ito the re-eftablifliment of the royal authority, 
withdrew to their eftates in the country. Amorigft 
the latter, was General .Count de Ferfen, one of 
the ableft of his party, who, though a zealous 
partifan of France, had always ibewn himfelf 
attached to the prefent confiitution. He held 
the office of" colonel of the iSuards, and his ab- 
fence was one of the moft ^v^rabl^ circum^ 
Aances for the King. * 

After the depofition <^ the fcnatc, it was pro« 
po&d to eftabliih another ; and the Eingempk)yi> 
cd the powers given him by the law to .protra^i 
the nomination to a great length ; thus prolongs 
ing the fitting of the diet, alnd fufp^ndi^g its 
operations. A corps of 150 officers^ commanded 
by Lieutenant Colonel Sprengporten, and affem- 
blcd under the pretence of being cxercifed, were 
gained ^by the endeavours of the King, and tefti-p 
fied the molk zealous^ attachment to his caufe. 

In the mean time a fcarcity of corn was h^ 
mented throughout the kingdom, and the court 

party 



party cnd^vourcd to impute it to the prphiBL 
tion cn2L&cd by the States againft the importa-^ 
tion of foreign corn, and the little care taken tq 
fupply the people, Thg accufetion, though' ill- 
founded, w^s rendered plaufible by the artifice^ 
of' the provincial governors, who were induced 
by the Court party to withhold the corn fent tq 
them for diftributionf 

By thefe means, the nation, which was before 
prepared for a change, was at. length led to de- 
lire one. The emiffarics of the Count, perceiv- 
iiig ahd encouraging the difpofition of the peb-' 
pie, invited them to repair to Stockholm, and- 
explain their grievances at the foot of th^ throne. 
The intentions of the royal party, which had' 
hitherto operated only in fecret, now began to 
appear without difguifc. The- Caps, alarmed by 
the libels difperfed through all the public places 
of the capital, wlfhed for the afliftance of the fe- 
ctet committee ; but the Marflial of the diet, en- 
tirely devoted to the King, refufed to convoke 
it, and very much retarded a me^iure neceflary 
to be executed with the greateft difpatch. At 
length the committee affenibled, and iffued br- 
iers to the regiments of tJpland aitid iSuderma- 
nia, to hold themfelves In readinefs for marching.' 
Colonel Sprengporten, of \dibni the Caps had 
fufpicions, was : immediately fent into Finland, 
under pretence of preventing a rebellioil, an4 
General Rudbeck, a man implicitly entrufted by 

thq 
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the new fenate, was difpafched to Scania, Goi 
tbenbiirg, and Carlfcroon- The fafety of the 
capitali during the ab&nce of the governor, was 
committed to the care of General Pecklin. 

.Th^fe precautions, which alarmed the royal 
party, had little cffeft upon the King, who re- 
lied ^pon the garrifon of Stockholm, and believed 
Ihat he had nothing to fear for his own perfon. 
In order, however, .to obtain the favour of the 
provincial regiments, the King's brothers made 
feveral journeys into Scania, and Oftrogothiaj 
where they gained a large part of the troops. A 
pretence for aflemblirig them, and for juftifying 
the officers "in their obedience to the royal dukes, 
was ftifl wanting. On this account the following 
fcheme was adopted. Upon a day appointed, the 
Commandant of Chriftianftadt, named Hellicius, 
puUiflied a manifefto againft the States, in which 
he fet forth the miferies of the people, the dear- 
nefs of all the necefiaries of life, the increafe of 
taxes, &c. attributing the whole to foreign in- 
fluence, and the corruption which prevailed in 
the diet. When the manifefto appeared to have 
taken effed, he excited the garrifon to revolt, 
fliut the gates of the caftle, and put it in a ftate 
of defence. Of this he immediately gave fecret 
advice to. Prince Charles, who, under pretence of 
quelling the reyolt, engaged the officers in the 
neighbourhood to aflemble their troops, and put 

themlelvc$ 
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tlie9ifdf9^ under Ms orders i vtbu^ obtainii^'^ 
command of £vere^ments* 

The troops being entirely ignor^t of what 
was pafiing at Stockholm, it was ,npt difficult to 
perfuatlp them that endeavours were ufed to fiib- 
vert the conftitution, aboUfli the mofurcby^ and 
efiablifh an arifiocratical government under tbe 
protection of Ruifiai to which country tl^ 
Swedes have an hereditary averiion, ^ 

At this time General Rudbeck, in tHe ce^e 
of his tour, arrived at Chriftianftadt^ ^a^ fy^* 
i^g ^^ g^^ ihut, inunedi^t9ly flew with thp^- 
telUgence to the States, wl^> |ent orders to the 
regiinents gf Upland and Sudermania to march 
towards the f:apitaL Two regiments of cavalry 

. were &nt toinyeft Cbrifiianfbdt, the Greets ctf 
Stockholm were patroled by the cavaky of the 
burgc;fii^, and the ff nate fequefied his M^efty to 
]:e|nain in the city^ and to fend ordpr§ to his 
|)rothers to return without delay. The King, 
with much afi^fted furprife at. the new^ of the 
revolt, appeared to s|,pprove the meaftires taken 
by the fenate for the fuppf^eflipn of the vebelr 
Uon and the defence of the States ; of which 
diffimula^tion, a3 it was ui^derftood only by the 
five or . fi^ perfons whp were in the fecrct , 
,the whole kingdpfn was very eafily ii^ndered 

. the dupe. . He accompanied the cavaky of the 
burgeffes in their patrols, profefling tjbat he.wsuf 

himfelf 
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'^SlB^ cleruroiid Qf watpbing ever fht fitfety 
of the capital, but havrng ttdlly no other view 
tha^ that of gaining th^ btttg^s^ in which he 

iba>eeded fo well^ th^ at tl>e 4eciA^ moment 
tktj declared for him. 
-Two days afterwards, a letter fpom Prince 

' Charles informed the King of the rev<»lt, and of 

* the methods iifed to foppr^s it^ He inp&ediately 
fent thit; letter to the fenate, with the afihrance, 
that the troops raifed fi;K>nld be employed only iii* 
the r^iudion of Chrifiian&^t, and &c6hding the 
resell of his briber to be continued in the con>r 
mand by their authority. Without any attention 
to his requeft, the lenate appointed one of their 
members tq the command, thus naarkiip^ adedfive 
rnoznent at which tbp afiairs of the Kii^ would 
admit of no delay* , * 

Wlulft his emifiarks were emfdoyed on all Mes 
in gaining the foldiers in the garfUbn, the King 
aifembled the officers, whom he knew to be devote 
ed to him, and proceeded with them through the 
puUi^ fireets, ^^eaking indifcriminately to all the 

. citizens. The ienate, when informed of the dif-- 
tuxbanfie, which beg^n to appear on all iideSy 
either relied upon the precautions alr^dy taken, 
and di{believedthat uiy attempt would be made 
ag^nft them ; or were intimidated by the popu- 
larity of the King, and thought any proceedings 
that f Qu2d be ufed to oj^fe him, would rather 

accelerate 
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accelerate than- prevent .a rcvolutipn. It wa« jk- 
_folved, therefore, to wait the arrival of the . regi- 
ments, wh{ch were now within one day's march 
of the capital} and the fame reafon, which in- . 
duced the fenate to delay their operations, prefibd 
the King to the execution of his plan, 

On the morning of the 19th of Auguft, 
1772. three days after the arrival of General 
Rudbeck, the King refolved to periih, or 
to regain the power fo long abufed by the ftatcs. 
At ten o'clock he wgis on horfeback, and, fur- 
rounded by a gre^t number of officers perfonally 
, devoted to iim, began by vifiting the park of ar; 
till^ry. There he called for Lieutenan-t-Geheral 
Count de Heflenftdn, and demanded that he 
ihould take an path 5 to which the General, re- 
plied, that, having already taken one path to his . 
Majefty, it was unneceflary for him to take a fe- < 
cond. He then laid his fword at the feet ojF the 
King, and, fin-rendering himfdf a prifoner, wa« 
confined in* the library of the caftle. 

His M^efty redoubled his politencfe and fami* 
liarity to all thofe whom he met in the ftreets, ^ 
and, upon his return to the caftle, finding the- 
guards drawn out to be relieved, he addreffed 
.them,' with all the eloquence fo natural to him, 
inforining them that bis life was in danger, and 
lamenting the wretched ftate of the kingdom, 
the flavery in which the nation wjis hdd by the 

influence 



pfiuence of foreign gold, the '(3ifienfibi! itf flic 
ftates, the prolongation of. the diet for fourteen 
tfionths and the mifery of the people. He afliifed 
them that he had no other wifh than to remedy 
tiiefe evils, to banifli corruption, re-eftablifh the 
liberties pf Sweden, and revive the luftre of the 
Swedilh name* After renouncing in the moft 
pofitive terifts all claims to abfolute" power, he ' 
icdhcltide4 M^ifh thefe words : "I am bbliged to 
*' defend my own liberty, and that of my king- ' 
*' dom^ agaihft an ariftocracy, which reigns def- 
.** pbtically. Will you be faitliful tome, as your 
<" anceftors were to Guftavus'Vafii, and to Gut 
t** tavus Adolphus? If you will, I am ready to 
*' rilk my life for your welfare, aiid that of my 
f * country/' The officers, who were chiefly 
young men, and already attached to the King, 
readily took the oath of fidelity, and promifed to ' 
ifollow him wherever he Ihould lead. Three only 
fefufed. One, named Cederftfoom^ a captain of 
the guards, ^leged, that having already taken 
the bath of fidelity to the ftates, he could not tiiLt 
jthat now. tendered to Hm by his Majefty. The 
King, looking ftedfaftly upon him, find, '** Con- 
** fider what you are doing." To which Cedfer-"' 
ifcrootn replied, ^' I have well thought of it; and 
*' my opinion to-morrow will be the feme as to- 
f* day. If I could breaLk' tiie oath already taken 
^* to the ftates, I might alfo break that which I 
f flioukl take to your Majefty." The King then 

demanded 
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'demanded his fword, and dreading the ixnprefficm 
which fuch refolute condu^ might ]^ave upon the 
reft of the oiEicers, he told hint in a nwre gentle 
mapner. that, as an inftance of confidence and 
good opinion, he would return his fwc^d upoa 
no other confdition than that of being accompani^r 
- ed by him. But Cederftroom, ftill prefcrving 
his firmneis, anfwered, " that as hi§ Ms^jefty could 
" not truff him on that day, he begged to be ex^ 
'' cu&d from all further fervice.** 

The King, followed by all th^ officers, was de-^ 
£irousx>f addrefimg the foldiers, who appeared ir-^ . 
refolute and unquiet. He was furprized, ik)ppcd^ , 
and appeared to hefitate; This moment was cri-? 
tical. Afcrgeant decided it in his favour, by ex? 
claiming,, " All (hall be well — ^Lopg live Gufta^ 
•• vu»!" The King immi^diately anfwered, "In 
" this c^elwiil run the rilqjue;*' and, after* 
wards, advancing, he fpoke to them nearly M 
the {kmc manner as to the officeirs, ^nd with the 
fame fuccefs. The foldiers> ^nfwered with accla* 
mations^ One voice only cried» ** l^o j*' it ^as 
heard,, bul not attionded to. , 

The officers immediately aflembled^ by ordei 
of his Majefty, the regiment^ of guards'apdartil-. 
Icry. In the mean time the royal party circulated 
a report of hi$ being arrefted,. and the populace 
run in crowds to the caftlcj teftifying their 
joy at feeing him frce> by frequent accla.. 
matkms, 

. The 
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The i^ators, affembledin the council-chamber, 
liearing the noifcand feeing from the window* 
what was pafllng, dcfcended to difcover4:hecaule. 
Thirty-fix grenadiers, with bayonets fixed, drove 
them back into the haU from which they came, 
and locked them in iti From thence they were 
conduced into difierent apartments-, and confined 
for three days,, to prevept their appearance at the 
new afiembly of the States* During this time 
they were allowed to provide themfelves with 
all neceflaries, and the King fent for their fa- 
milies, promifing that they Ihould receive ho in- 
jury, and be dilQanifled after a detention of a few 
days. 

He then remounted, and foUcJWed by all the 
officers, fword in hsind, with a detachment of 
.' foldiers, and a great number of people, went to the 
'ditferent quarters at which parties of the garrifon 
were flationed, and adminiftered the oath of fir 
delity. At each plage he repeated his declaration, 
that he had no other view than to. lave and de- 
fend his country ? and that, if they had not con- 
fidence in him, he would defift from his enter- 
prize, and felinquilh the crown. 

In the fpace of an hour, the King became m^f- 
ter of all the military in Stockholm. He diftri- 
' buted cartridges to the foldiers ; placed cannon 
at all the avenues, bridges, &c. and forbad the de- 
parture of any perfon from the city without a 
paffport figned by his hand. In the mestn time 

he 
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I)e diftributed a manifefto, eXhortbg the burgefl^- 
sUid the inhabitants to continue in peace, and dif-*' 
patched an officer to the regiments of tfl>landand 
Sudermania, then kt a Ihiall diftance from Stock- 
holm, with orders for the regiments to return to' 
their quarters, and for the commsmdahf to repair 
to the capital. The orders were obeyed /without 
the leaft difficulty, being lighed in the ufual'formy: 
and with the counter-iignature of the fecretaiy of 
fiate ; but, though thefe regiments, upon which 
the States relied fo much, were at that time 
ignorant of what had been done in the city^ no 
perfon having been fufiered to leave it, thcf 
were no fooner informed of the revolution than . 
they deiired to take the oath of fidelity to the 
King* 

The King continued vifitihg the difierent quar^ 
ters of the city, his fuite incres^g every moment^ 
and the w:hite handkerchief, the markof difiindion 
appointed by the King for his friends, appearing 
upon every arm. He received the oaths of the 
magiftrates and colleges, and pafled the night in 
patroling the fireets of the city, wlule the garri^ 
fon remained under arms. Being, afterwards, 
defirous of adminiftering the Oath to all people 
in a body, a meafure by no means ufeleis, when 
we confider the religious charader of the nation^ 
many thoufands of perfons were aflembled two 
days after the revolution in a large fquare. The 
King ajppeared on horfeback, with his fword in 

hi* 



( ^11 ) . 

his hand; He addreffed them in a very pathetic 
fpe^ch, and with a pronunciation fq clear and 
diftinft, that not a fyllable was loft.- After de* 
claring thjt it was his intention to reftore the 
tranquillity and liberty of his country, by abolilh- 
ing an ariftocratical government, and to revive 
the ancient laws, fuch as they were before the -^ 
year 1680, " I renounce" faid he, " all cl^ms to 
*' to abfolute power or fovereignty, confidering 
** it as my principal glory to be the firft citizen of 
*^ a people really free." At thefe words he was 
; interrupted by loud acclamations. His artful 
adoption of the title of Citizen ; the fine word 
Liberty, fo flattering to an oppreffed people, 
and his renunciation of the fovereignty, pro- 
nounced in the language of the country, which 
no King ^of Sweden had fpoke fince Charles 
Xn, drew tesurs of joy from the aflembled mul- 
titude. 

In the mean time th6 heralds, by proclamation 
in the feveral quarters of the city, fummpned an 
affembly of the States for the oifuing morning, 
and declared all members traitors to their country^ 
who fiiould not appear. 

Thither his Majefty repaired in all: the pomp of 
royakry, furrounded by his guards, and holding 
in his hand the filver fcepter of Guftavus A'dol- 
phus. In a very forcible fpeech, he lamented 
the unhappy ftate to which the country was re- 
duced by the condud of a party ready to facrifice 

* every 
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every thing to its ambition, and reproached the 
States with adapting their aiStions to the views of 
foreign courts, from which th^y received the wages 
of perfidy. ** If any one dare contradift this, let; 
^' him rife and fpcak.**-— ConvidHon, or fear, 
kept the affembly filent, and the fecretary read 
the new form of government, which the King 
fubmitted to the approbation of s the States. It 
confifked of fifty-fcven articles, of which the fol-* 
lowing five were the chief. 

1. The King has the entire power of convoking 
and diflblving the afiembly of the States, as often 
as he thinks proper. 

2. His Majefty alone has the coi^mand of the 
army, fleet, finances, and the difpolal of aB 
offices, civil and military. 

3. In cafe of an invafion, or of any prefling 
neceflity, the King may impofe taxes, without 
waiting for the affembly of the States. 

4. llie diet can deliberate upon no other fub- 
jefts than thofe propofed by the King. 

5. The King flisdl not carry on ah offenfive war , 
without the confent of the States. 

When all the articles were gone througli, the 
King demanded if theStates approved of them, and 
was anfwered bya general acclamation. The Caps, 
who, but a few days before, had given law to the 
kingdom,, and even talked of arrefting the King,, 
upon this occafion behaved with a fubmiflion as 
bafe as their former haughtine^. The marflial of 

the 
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«JfeV» atii thrfpe^rs of the four orders figned 
the n^ form of government, after which the 
Statef toot an oath di<9tated by his Majeft)^. He 
then difmiffed all the fenatorg from their employ- 
ifl^ts, adding, that in a few days he would ap- 
pdfnt^o^hersi ; and concluded this extraordinary 
fcenc by drawing out of his pocket a fmalJ book 
bf pfailinp^ from which, after taking oflF the 
crgwh, he g?iv€ out Te Deum. All the mem- 
bers very devoutly added their voices to his, 
kfid th0 hall refounded with thankfgivings, which 
it is tQ he ftared nev^r rofe to heaven, if fince- 
rity was piecefiary to their paffport. 

The ne^t day, allthofe wKq had been arretted. 
General P^cjdin alofte excepted, took the oath 
of fidelity, jai^^d W^re difmiflfed. He was releafcd 
in the mbnth of February of the following year, 
and, fopn after, defired to r^fign the command 
bf hU reginaent, *nie revolution, which brought 
reward to many, occafioned punifliment to none. 
Sev^r^l of the Caps were admitted to offices of 
profit and confidence, and the members of the' 
hew fetiate wer^^ (elected by the King from all 
parties. 

Captaiiv Hellicius, who produced the concerted 
rpvolt at Chriftianftiidt, received, with the rank 
of Colonel, the furname of Gufioffs Schildty or 
Shield of Guftavus, and was ennoHed, with per- 

T miffipn 
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xniffion to carrjr a fliidd in his coat of arms, 
h;tving, in the center, the letter G. 

Colonel de Sprengporten waa crcatted, comm^kr^ 
der of the order of the Sword, at the head of r 
three regiments of infantry, aijd one of dragooii|p, 
with which he arrived from Finland a few. i^y^^ 
after the revolution, having been detained ^t ftat 
by contrary winds. When the King heafd of, 
his arrival, he went to meet him, and prcfenting. 
lum wth the eafign of the ordisr, " Receive,. 
" Sir,? faid be, '• a teftimony of that gratitiid^ . 
** which you have fo well deferved/* — A ^ewj 
days afterwards the King.appointcd hiqi JLieut^* 
nant General, and Chief of the guards. ... , 

In a proclamation, publifhed for. the purp^ 
of aboliihing the names by which the ^^^l ^ 
parties ,had been hitherto diflinguifhed, the ;Kiiig 
cxpreffed his wiflies, that for tl^c future t;here 
fhould be no other party than that of truf/pa- 
triotifin, every member of which IhouldppntJti- , 
bute, by his efforts, to the wdfere of his, cq\i6- 
try. ' . ; .'::■'.• 

On Sunday, the ^3^ of Auguii, tjhic' whp^e* 
Royal fjimily aflifted at the iinging of Te D^m^ 
in the. Cathedral For. the firft time^ the pr^^yiCf . 
for the Stat^ and fenate w^vS omitted, no perfons,. 
being mentioned, but the King and Royal, Fa- 
mily. . ., 

prince Charles, Prince Frederic, and fever?^ 
general officers, received the oath of fidelity from 

• the 



( ^75 ) 
the t'Mbps, and colleges of the provinces, in the 
King's name, and in a few days the new confti- 
tutfoii '^iAras univerlally acknowledged throughout 
thfe kingdom. 

. . THS States, foon after' their ratification of the 
newHtorm of govcrnmerit, affcmbled to vote an 
zdSifeii of thanks to his Majefty, expreffing their 
gratitude to him, for having delivered theking- 
doiA/atrthe rifk of his life, from the/ ftate of 
anarchy and confufion, in which he found it, in 
memory 6i which event, the order of nobles re- 
folved to* have a medal Iliuck, and' the three 
other orders defired to contribute to the expencc 
of it. . • ' ' ' 

On t'lfe ninth of September, the Kifij^* an- 
riounced the feparation of the diet, ixid'%- 
pointedthe year 1778, for the meeting of the'' - 
new one. The fiiccefs of this revolution, now^- 
completely accompliflied, was notified by the 
King to the feveral courts. Upon the diffolution 
of the diet, he applied himfelf to the eftablifh- 
ment of an admlniftration, and to the feparation 
of the different departments, fo as to render 
each refponfible direftly to himfelf. The diftri- 
bution ' of juftice particularly occupied his atten- 
tion ; and, amongfl other feafonable matters of 
reform, was the entire abolition of the ufe of 
torture. Liljenflrate, the Chancellor of Juftice, 
was direcled to enquire into,- and cbrreft the fre- 
quent abufes in the provincial courts, and all 

T a prevarication 
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prevarication spd' 4e^y wa§ f€?xcrc|y pujailtejlj 
without exception of p^rfons. 

A commiflion was appointed to regulate tlj^e 
public income and expenditure, and meaiureS' 

^ were taken for the realisation of the enormqus 
quantity of p^per money. In remedy of the.dif- 
trefTes occafioned by the prefect famine, cor|i> 
was diftribifted in all the provinces, the free im- 
portation of it Avas permitted, and the diftillatioa; 
6i braiviy projiibited. 

Engineers were fent to examine the fortreffes> 
and frontier towns in Sweden and Finland, the 
King makipg his gre^efl: exertions in the mili- 
tary department^ in orcjer to proteft himfelf 
again£k the anti-royalift party, which ftill exifted, 
and againft the power of the court of Ruflia, 
which, had. guaranteed the ancient conftitution in 
i72Ji». In the begi'ining of November, his Ma- 
jefty, according tp the cuftom of the ancient 
fcings,^ went to receive the ,homage of the pro- 

. vinces, after having entnifted the capital to . the 
care of the.Dulgs de Sudermania. He was ac- 
companied by the Duke d*Oftrogothia, and in 
the journey vifitqd Caulfcroon, the fluic^es of 
Trolhetta, die frontier places, and the magazines. 
. Throughout the \^hole tour, he converfed fami- 
liarly with all perfons who offered themfeLves, 
expreffed his fatisfaftion in finding himfelf at 
tlie head of a free people, and was received with. 

unfeigned 
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unfei^eA teflSmomes cF |oy, W him his fub- 

fdfftnlfcBdved they faw a fecbnd Guftavus Vafa, 

aiidthcy compareil the ariftocracy frotti which 

'he efeliVettd thfem;, to the tyranny of Chriftian. 

Oh his return to Stockholm, he was received 
fif thb C^eeh Dowager, his mother, who was 
Sh O^rMaby at the time of the revolution ; and 
the public rejoicings, by which the inhabitants 
of the ci^i'tal would have celebrated this ieveh^, 
Wtrtj pttVeiited only by hi§ benevolent reqUeft, 
that the nioncy, thus intended to be expended, 
intght be chiployefd in relieving the diftreffes of 
the poor. His own eflbrts >Were in example to • 
Ms fiibjetEts. A large quantity of com was taken 
from thi? magazinfes of the croWn, arid with fome 
iiijiplics in money, wai diftribUted by his order 
5ii the cisipital, wd the provinces, 
• During the iiitetval of jSx yeats between the 
mpetihgs of the diet, the King apj)lied hljhfelf, 
Mth ihbbhceivsible aftivity, to the eftabliftimeht 
bf the netr conftitution, the ieticouragement of 
cbiftmerce, agriculture, and mahufaclures, and 
ft) thfe prevention of the cruel famine^, by which 
Swedeii is fo* often liable to fuffer. At Stock- 
hoiin, as well a^ at Gothenburg, he eftabiilhcd 
jptiblic worklhbps in which the poor might earn 
^ d fubfiftence. Thefe he furnilhed with the ma- 
terials ufed in feveral manufaclures, arid, at the 
end of the year 1773, his Majefty had the fatis- 

faction 
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£i^n to fee t d,poQ pqribii» eio^oyed.iii Ius;own 
refid€;0€e. He fiicUiUtcd the importation of^6pi^» 
prohitttted individuals from dcpo&tix^ it in m9&- 
zines, and prevcntevi every fort pf monopolyf^ln 
that arttck-.i But, notwithfianding all th^e line- 
thods ufed to iupply tbe.ns^tion wUh abi^Mlfi||ce 
of neceflari£$, he could not prevent the <U4oo- 
tents, iauQd pven outjc)^ <)CRafioned by th^'<pri>- 
hibitionof diftiUing,.. iFontlie three foft.y^ar^,^ 
the King adheriid to Ua. ileteriuinationi. wbi^h 
he was fevera} times obdiged to epfprcc; by the 
afliftance pf the troops ; bnt in 17751 hg Teq9JUh^ 
the prohibition, declaring all diftilleries r^ygl, 
and permitting the partial ufe of them by }e$|fe 
from the crown^ The wapt of a fulGici6C|t« num- 
ber of farmers ipduced tim afterwards t« diftil 
brandy upon his own account ; he bouglit aU t|^e 
uteniils forn^erly ufed in the private di&ijl^ies, 
prohibited the importation of foreign brw^^j 
and impoffd vei7 rigorous pijnilhmenti^ ^g^n 
all who fhould offei^d againft his privilege; ^TJbe 
peafants, on all fides, feut deputations to^ the 
King, reclaiming their ancient right of diftilUaig 
for their own confumption 5. wd, thefe being djf- 
rcgarded, the difcontent rofe to fuch a' l^^ight, 
th^,. at Stockholm, guards were obliged to be 
flaticxp^d round the. royal diftilicries,^ td prftt^ft 
them frop) the violence ©f thqpopuUce* , .; ^ . 

. • /The 
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V\£^fti^r' t6 4Sm^^fde^ to prcmdte whkh he 
^^Wtfited a €»ll^Jfta' the regulation of all affairs 

' l-datfifig^to trader and' the finances*; The coun- 
'ft!lc^'6f eofiilttterce, Wyfterman^ ^'^ ennoWed and 

']|^^3&ted prefidient, with the naiti^ erf LiUen- 
i^^u^j'and th^ title <rf Commercial Secretary o£ 

^^te^ An office crf^ difcofunt was alfo eftabHflied 
atiStockholni, and the fmaU ci^y of Marftrand 
was declared a free port. . ' 

' Ift the naval and fnilitary departments^ the 
Kif)g e^ertied himfelf M^ith great aftivity and fuc* 
tt&. The fifet, which he found- decayed and 
fi^btei hd in a fipw years reftored to a refpe^ble 
footing, and^ befides changing the regulations 
tif the navy, he raif^ a new corps of failors, 
ind^fdraied them by continual exercife, under 
thedi^edion of Admiral Wrangel, who had the 
eareof the fleet and all its 'dependencies, while 
that of the dockryards was entrufted to Admiral 
Sffer Smden. Hitherto the two departments had 
tfeen uttited under the college of Admiralty, bi;t 

Vftwr-ftle foture the I^^ th^t the^ chiefs 

&Quld make their report only to him, .^nd that 
the college, in order to execute his orders with the 
greater readinefs, ihouM fee removed from Carl- 
ft:rG«(»i to Stockholm; At the fame time the 
dock-yards throughout the kingdoni were re- 
ftrifted from building any veffels for the ufe of 
foreigners. 

The 
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The army, which, as ^U as the Aavy, had 
been neglected during the ariftocraey^ v^s neit 
to be fefQrmed. The King bcgih by giving 
cloaks, tents, and new arms to all* the fegitncnts. 
Afterwards, under thp liireftiori of Meld Mar- 
flial Count de Heflenftein, a new exafcife wis 
introduced, and feveral camps were ftntn^d, ill 
which the fqldiefy were manoeuvred by the KJilg 
himfelf. The lale of military office^. Which had 
been permitted for many yeats, was entirely fii^- 
preffcd } and the Kipg provided not 5nly for the 
re-cftablifliment of difcipline and go6d drdtt in 
the army, but for the future welfare of the iftdv- 
viduals which compofed it. He iiifefeafed the 
pay of the officers, and iliade foch regulatidhS ^ 
enfurcd the fupport of the ibidicrs in their old 
age. The old council of waf wSs aboll^ed;^ ktid 
a neiv oiie created under the title df the €olle^i 
tf war^ the members pf which *ere Obl^d t€j 
refide at Stockholm, The fottifiGfttiofts of ChHt 
tianftadt, Malmoe, and LandfcrooUj Wifii ihk 
fortreffes in Finland, and ilpoh- the ftbhtfei^d t)f 
Norway, were jput into a ftite <>f difencef^ st*kl 

' furniflied with artillery, which had f ene » k>6g 
time bcfen kept in the tnagaiines, - 

The King made frequent journeys thrt)iigh the 
different provinces, receiving reports of the ftate 
of mariufafttires, and the interior polfee, fiiiiiilh^ 
iiig 9\'ery acl of injiiftice, and flipportirtg ^ pet- 

'^ fons in the enjoyment of their rights stBkJ privi- 
leges. 



( 9ii 

|eg^& in .oKie of thefe to^r$, a charge of toaV 

yerfation^ brought againft Baron de H go* 

|/e£ilor of Neticia, ^as heard^ by the King's bfder, 
J>tfdre Mr. de liliencranfz ; and the Bafon, not* 
;!jvjithftajadijlg the &vour formerly ihewn him by 
^he Kiijg, and his intimacy with Mr. de Lilien- 
.crtot?5, was difmij^ed from his office. The feme 
puiiidimeAt was inffiAed Upon the fenefbhal and 
tr^afurer of Dakcarlia^ convlfled of preTarica- 
ttop, although they iirere conneded with the firft 
fanuUes ifi the kid^doin« But the example, 
,which had the greateft effect in rendering the 
Jud^ jdrcumfped: and impartial, was the fen- 
tencp yad3Std upon one of the firft courts of juftice, 
^h&t ,€f Oftrogothia, refident at jenkoping. A 
charge q£ injuftice, brought agaiftft this court, 
^fter haying been etiqUired into by a commiffion, 
confiiling of Mr« de lilientrantis, aiid two fena- 
tots^ was brotight befbre the fen^te sit Stockholm, 
TK^here the attcpf^^ niembers w^re obliged to ap^ 
pe^, and permitted to make theit^ own defence^ 
^ha caufe was |)leaded publicly in thd.preience of 
fht King, who openi^d the firft ihflion by a brilli- 
ant ^pdech, <;oiicltiding w|th thefe words : '^ I have 
" deUveired you from an oppreffion which ren^ 
" d^od alt juftiQS venal. I have made laws for 
.f^- &curittg the rights of nty meaneft fubjei^^ and 
f^ ihoik bw» luve been infringed. I owe to pot 
^* terity an e:^mple of juftice." The charge be- 
ifig pt^ved, four members were diJ&niffed from 
' their 
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tlidr oflkftfiy' fit^^foitie mk«rs ix^^ift^ fiifpeDddd for 
feVtFal m^nt^s. » • -tT • 

Thefe afts of juftkci together wiA^thc 13«(^s 
popularity ift other refpe^, made bis ahtval in 
the provinces matter of jGf (o th^ inhaibtftants. 
The peafanis, alfo, were now releafed from the 
oppreffive fervifces erf the po(b, the King paying 
for the horfes ufed by himfelf and famHy. 

In^the midft of thefe endeavours for the im- 
provement of the feveral brafidifeis of gcrvermtieiit) 
theKJfigwas not unmindful ofrtbeintereftft of 
agricttitifre andpopulatioii. He direded the mU 
niftcrs of Sweden, in the different ccmrts of Eu- 
rope, toinform themfelviesexa<ftly of the number 
of Sweden resident abroad, and of the motit«e& 
which indUdid them to quit their country* In^ 
viratioiis were given tp thefe petions to retfim 
iiome; and,akhough thefe were not always e£*. 
feclual, the refearch had its ofe, in afbertainklg 
what were the principal canfes of emigration. The 
finall town Eekelftuna, not istt. ^om Stookholitt, 
was affigned4>y the King to a- colony* of perfilm, 
who have been induced by promSfe* of beneftnto 
quit Bolingen, in the duchy of Berg, and fettle 
f ft S'vC^ed^n: There they have eftabliflied w maon- 
faftory of fwords^ fabrcs, attd bayonets^ andtbtts 
prevei]t€d the lofs of the large fufns of money be- 
fore fent out of the country for thie purcbair df 
thefe articles. ^ ' . • • - ^' 

Several 
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?>Tt S^vespa} ckkeM, xfalou$r£9fi tifee4>vbfi^ welfare, 
and encouraged. by the fpecial pw«©ai0n' of his 
;»}i(faj«%, have united. under thc^title of thePa- 
..triotic Society; ^r ,the laudaWe pufpofes .of pro- 
.,tno£ing, population and agricultur^-relieyiog the 
: neceffitousy and j^vii^g theirraffii^ac^^ in: every 
-ihi^ rdaliajj tO'iiie i&terior tieqoaoniy of the 
kingdom. • . t u :.?,:: 

His IV^efty^ in bis aifiduouir concern for i the 

welfare of the.kingdoni, is not4e&!.eager Ibr the 

advancem^t of th^ icieoces, arts^ ainl polite/ 11- 

. terature* Ji^ began by procuring, n fine verfion 

.ol^the bible, ajQbdem^oyingfeveral men of learn- 

ing in improving and forming elementary books 

.: ufed in the education of youth.. At the Academy 

vof Science& he very often affifis tin per£m, and 

'6nd&queft]0&s in a fiditious name, propofed ynth 

a view of leading to fome new discovery, or.Xome 

meafuEe for the. benefit of his.people. , 

Hisrefpeft for the xnemojy .qf his anceftors the 
JOng has made conduce tO: the progrefe of the 
arte. A ftatue of Gufiavus . Erickfon, or. Vafa, 
and another of Guftavus Adolphus, are worthy of 
the heroes they repre&nt, apd of the artift wfco 
executed the^i. They are both by Archeveque, 
and the ezpeoce of;the latter alone aniounted to 
300,000 filverdoUara. Thedefign of a medal» 
firudc to the niemory of Linnaeus, was furniihed 
by the King himfelf. One fide has a buft of Lin- 
naeus, the other the figure of the goddefs Cybele 

in 
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in fk mourning attitude, forrounded by the dii^-* 
rtnt attributes of the mineral, visgetabie andani^ 
mal kingdom, 'with thcie word$; * Deam lu^tu angit 

* aniiffi ;* and in the eiergue^ * Pdfi obifum J. k. 

* January J lyyS. Rege yui^nte/ The Exchange, 
7)alaccs of the Duke de Sudermania, and of the 
Princcfs Albertina, the houfe appropriated to Ijplis 
and public concerts, a magnificent ftonc bridge, 
the fide fijuareof Guftavus Adolphus, and the 
Operi Houfe, the laft of which coft 400,00b fiL* 
Vcr doUairls^ at the feme time that they pontribnitc 
to the orniament of the capotal, have afcrdcdto 
artifts of all ferts opportunities of ez^ih^ their 
talents, and difplaying their tafte* 

As a reHef from the labours of the cabinet, the 
JMng feeks the pleafures of fociety, andfreiquchts 
the aflfembKesdf the nobility and burgcfies, Whetc 
his amiable manner conjdliates the affection of the. 
company, and his condefceniion removes thofe re- 
ilraints whic^ the prcfence of a King lifusdly im*- 
pofes. His lively imagination, attd inventive ge- 
jiiul5, appear continually in the magnificent fStes, 
fpeftades, ballets, caroufals, atid tournaments, 
which he gives to his court, and in the fplendid 
performances of national operas, of tvhich the 
fable, and even the words are foraetimes furnlflied 
by himfelf. In ' 1 ^jrye^ a tournament ahd carouial. 
wereexibited at Eckholmfund, with vciy ex- 
traordinary pomp, in the firft of which the King, 

-• -' • ^ '■ as 
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as » foireign knigh^ fupported xim pofition^ 
^* That love is both more lively, and more perma^ 
** nent in the hearts of thofe who lateft become 
** fyjijecl to. its influence/* His M^efiy was vicko* 
ripuaa|t the tournament, and his Efquire, Major 
Moftk, gained the prize in the caroufal. Thii 
ipeda^le, which coft 4<?p,ooo copper dollars, was 
repeated in the; following year in th^e fquare before 
the.cafileat 3tockhQlm, and in almoft all the fuc<* 
ceeding yea^a caroufa^^,. more or lefs magnificent, 
have been given, diffi^ring only in the habits of 
the knig^ta who cQinpofe th# troops, and in the 
iubjefts reprefented. 

. But though the King takes thefo methodic ta 
produce 4 circulation pf money, a^d tp givoen- 
^cgijragenicnt to ^ti^s, he lu3 endeavoured very 
ftreijupufly to fupprefe the tafte for luxury and 
cxpence, which prevails over the whole kingdom, 
andefpecially in the ca^al. Having for a long 
t^e meditated the adaption of. a national dpG&i 
iix 9^S^^ tp prevent the cQ^tipuaJi introduftipn of 
fqreign fafhions, hc^ at lengthy in tfe year ^774, 
f(^it. a g5)ld medal, of the, vslue of thirty ducats, 
^tq the Patriotic Society^ as a reward for the per- 
..foft/wcho. ^^l0^1d give tlje beft anfiver to the fol- 
, towing queftion. '* Whetheir, tp reftrain the ab- 
-^' Surdities of faihioi^ and prevjent the importa- 
" tipn of prohibited .goods^ it Mfould not be ufeful 
^ to eftablifh in Sweden a. national drefs, fuitable 

" to 
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" to the climate, and difTering from that df ftK ^ 
" reign nations f**^ • '^ 

In the beginning of the year 1778, the piam 
was fubmhted to, and approved by, the fenate, 
and a few days afterwards there appeared a circu J ' 
lar letter to the goirernSrs of the' provinces, figned ' 
by the King, and written in a ftiTe of m6dcratioh, 
fuch as no monarch ever before ufcd to his fub^-V 
}G&s. After eniimerafting his own endeavofiirs 
for the fnppreflion of luxury, and lamenting thef ' 
Ibfs occafioned by the introduftion of forergrt' 
commodities, he toncludes by faying that, not 
thinking himfelf authorifed to conftrain his fub- 
jefls, or to influence them in fuch a matter inf 
othcrwife than by his example, he only gave Ito^* 
ticc that on the 8lh of the fcrilowhag Apiil, h*^'- 
ihould appear with his whole court and fenate ih 
a new drels, which be ihould alfo caufe to bfe 
adopted by the army. The drefs was foon re* . 
ceived by all the men, from the firft fenator Xti 
the loweft pea&ift, but has never been generally 
4ifed by the other fex. 

At length the time appointed for the mefctift^ 
of the diet apprpached, and the King enjoyed the 
fatisfeaion of obfervjng the intreafed profperity ^6f ' 
the kingdom. The adminiftration was w^ll regt-' ' 
lated, the army and navy we*e placed upon a re- 
fpedlable footing, tranquillity was eftaWiihed with- 
in and without, commerce 'flourifhed;aftd, to in- 
crease his happineis, the Queen found herfclf preg- 
nant 
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haj^tfpr the firft timq, after having lieen macrried 
for feven years. To all thefe advantages was ta 
be added, that of being upon very good terms 
with the neighbouring powers. In the preceding 
year, the King had paid a vifit to the Emprefij of 
Ri|ifia, by whonqi he tsras received with great dif- 
tin<5ion, and entertained in the capital with very 
briyiant fetes. He returned to Stockholm in the 
month of Auguft, in a fuperb jap^ given him by 
her Imperial Mtje^y, and with prefents. for 
hirafelf and fuite to. the amount of 400,00a 

' The King prefled the convocation of the diety 
being wiJBng that the Queen Ihould be delivered 
during its vfitdLng, that thus the ftates might be- 
come the fponfors of a child born under theh* own 
eyes. The ordinance iifued by Guftavus Adolphus 
in 1617, was adopted as the model of all the re- 
gulations ; in confequenCe of which, the King 
named Major-general Baron de Saltze marfhal of 
the diet, and appoi«ted thefpeakers 4xr prefidents 
6f the three other orders. 

On the 3Qth q£ OAober, the King opened the 
diet with a^ech, Ja which he declared that, not- 
withftanding the j:i^oei8ticS and the experices of 
the three preceding. ye$r§, he had been enabled, 
by prudence ai>d ^ecoKiOjmy, to |)ut th^ kingdom 
in a ftate of d^f^ce, ,ai^d reftore .it to its andefit 
fpendor, without (sxhsi^fting tlje i\ational finances \ 
that he, therefore, h44!nqt €?klled the.m together 

tQ 
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joke with him ip tfiQ happy fiOiitioa of jji? .f 9BBf ^/ 
try,, to be witneffes of the delivery, pf Im ^4feii7 
and, finally, that he flight perform Jifepifoa^^fc^r, 
given at the, diffobtion of the h&, diet. ^^ jn^, , 
treated them tp become the fiy)hforso.f thf: i\if^y,,^ 
which he cxpecled flioUld ftiQTtly fee thfe li^t,^^, 
ancj concluded by ftyiog^ 'Uf heaven &ouI4;; 
« gr^nt^me an heir to my cfovu,' may. h(p Ji^Ryi^ 
•* worthy gne day to afcend the throne of Gvfit^ 
** tavus Erigkfpn (Vafa) smd Gt^vus Adolp||jj3/^» i 
'* may he remember that it is the firft duty srfi*f d 
** S wediih Jiing to 1q ve and hqnour a fro© p§fifpk^:i : 
" %Qd may the crown be his jnp loijger tj^j\ feft. j 
" j{hall acl in conformity to thi^ truth. It w(^^^ L 
** make mc wretched if I brfi^ved mf pcrflftriJy 
« likely tQ forget, that^rovidcftcp, in plsww^c 
•^ them at the bead of a great natipi;!, has entruftr . 
" ed to their care the happmel^ Of a free a?MJ ^";c 
^ nerpus. peppk-'* . • r 

Two days after the opening qf the digt^.tis^V,' 
Queen was delivered pf. a Prince^ the firft ipi* \: 
mediate heir to the crpwn boriv in Sweden ^f^p • 
Charles the Twelfth. He was bapfiased by t|i» 
ArchWIhpp pt;Upfa^ in tbe^^el of . the caftJr r. ' 
and in the prefence of a depu^doiji/rom tjie fpisr. , 
orders of the S):atc^, his fppBkforsb^ wbp gave Mxxk 
the name of .Ojj^ftavus A4^1p^us* . - 

The joy of th^ Sweden' op thig pccafipn dif-^ ' 
played, itf^fia a4ti)f benie>fiQ«Rce,, W^vo hoaouira-^'. 

^: ;. v i ble 
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nourable than the eredtion of marble monuments^ 
ifdiich fpeak only to the imagination, and are en- 
tirdy without ufc. Several perfons obtained leave 
of the King to open a general fubfcription under 
his immediate proteAion, for cftablilhing a new 
faoufe of education. The corps of horfe employed 
in efcorting the Royal family fent a donation of 
10,000 copper dollars to the Foundling Hoipital, 
inftituted by the Free Mafons in jhe capital. The 
officers of the guards eftablifhed a fchool for mill* 
tary education, and of the 300,000 crowns, given 
by the States to the young Prince, the King df fired 
that one third might be employed in relieving the 
poorer part of his fubjefts in the affeflinent of 
duties. 

The diet granted to the King a free gift of 
600,000 crowns, payable is feven years, of which 
300,000 were for increafing the private revenues 
of the King, 1 00,000 for the expcnce of the bap- 
tifm of the Prince Royal, and of the Duke de 
Sudermania's marriage, roo,ooo as a prefent to 
the C^een, and 100,000 for the dower of the 
Dutchefs of Suder mania. 

On the 25th of January, 1 779^ the King clofed 
the diet with a^Tpeech, in which he exprefled, 
with his ufual dk>querice, his fatisfaftion at being 
ihe firit King in -this century, who could diffolvc 
the /free States, \vithout having exercifed or fuf- 
fered oppreffibn. He called himfelf, not only the 
founder, but the promoter and defender of tlieir 

U liberty 
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Ifberty-'ancnavri^ and thaiiked »h«M iiri ^mii& 
fivtly^ Manner #br the afledHoA and atttai^^lii^ 
Ihcf had expreCfed to himfelf, the Qnecn, kuj 
the yt)v[ng heir, whonvhe defiled to fee wewfe^ 
6f tlie name of Giiftavlis Ad<o)pl|u«. ' -• ^^ < 

* One of the -moft Isftidablc rcfolutions ^f thisi 
fiet was tKat' which give j^eriftigton to Ibreigift^ 
to ^xerctfe tiieir religion 4n Swisdet^ • under i^ 
©ther reftridions than thofe ufuaJ in otbev coujr« 
tries, * difting«ilhed by the fame toleration } u irieSti 
Ibre which induced the court of Rome to fend a 
prelate thither in the following year, ' charged td 
act in concert with the government in the ai*i 
rangcments necefl&ry for the exepeife of the (Si* 
tholic religion. After much oppofition,' a refolti* 
tion moved by Connt Axel Fterfen^ who had re- 
tired from the fenateift the year 1773, for giving 
tietr inftruffions to^ the comnuffioners of control 
m^cr the bank, was paffed, and linanimoufly ap-i 
proved. - '» 

' • A fliort time after the feparation of the diet, 
the peafant reprefentatives haviilg returned to 
their conftituents, yrith account* of their urifiic- 
ecfsfal endeavoulu foi* the re-eftablifhment'of pri* 
vatc (irftfflei-iesi theVriurmurs of the people vi^ci^ 
hckrd (tn all fides, and in^Snioland and Datediflk 
broke cut into violence. Tlicfe difcontent^ were 
inflamed and fiipported by a greit number of 
libels/ and; amcfegft others, by one infertedia tBe 
jpublic pSiper«rin -which the perfon.t)f ^ King wals 
^ * ^ ^ . attacked 
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getlier with the Editor and PriBter» was con^ 
d^tOi^Ried by a court of juftice to an imprifonment^ 
q£ ibveral weeks, which the fenate^ t^ng cogiuU 
tajpce/^f the afl^r, chan^d lotp a.featenceoC 
de9ith< Both ientences weire reiQittedby the JBang> 
who alfo, uppQ a (Ltnil^ occaiioz)^ iaV^ th^ life of 
aaolScer, condemding him, at the£imetime» 
tO; bread aad. water, for having fpoken difre^eft- 
fully of the Kijog his father- Thts mignai^imity 
gair^ed the hearts of his fubjeds, who perceived 
him always inclined to mercy, except in thepun- 
iihmeat of fla^vant iaiUA<;es of injufiice^ or fonae 
invafion of the rights of the citizens. 

A war having broko out between 
1 780* France, America, aijd England, the King 
of Sweden;, at ^le re^jueft of the mer- 
chants, refolyed to fend pan voys with their vcffekj 
a meafure which was rendered liiore neceffary, by 
the conduct of one of the bclUgercnt parties, who 
feized upon neutral veffeb,. under the pr^^ience 
of the cargoes being deftined for the en^aayt The 
court of Stockholm had already complained of 
thefe proceedings to that of England, cpnfidering 
it as an infringement of. the treaties of i66j(, and 
1 66^ ; and the fatter court had juftified their con^ 
dud under an article, takeifii from one of thefe 
treaties, but not admitted to be authentic in Swe- 
den. The iS^^fii therefbf^ applied to Denmark 



4h4 R«fl5<a, to join their forces with his ; and thefc ^ 
jjowers acceded ^s fer as related to the Baltic, arid 
that part of the North Sea near the ihores of their 
kingdoms, leaving Sweden the only power which 
protected its coirunerce in all parts of the world*. 
A fquadrpn of tight men of war^ and four frigates^ 
cquippeci at Carlfcfoon with great celerity, failed 
under the orders? of Vice Admiral de Gerten to- 
ijf ards the North Sea- The expence of this fquad-. 
ron, and of another deftined for the Mediterra-i 
nean, was defrayed by an additional duty of ^ , 
fer cent. 4mpofed upon foreign commodities im-i 
ported. 

In the mean' time, England continuing to feizc; 
all veffds without diftinftion, the Emprefc . o^ 
Ruffia joined herfelf to Sweden, in order to engpgp 
the neutral powers in an alliance for the prote<^on, 
of commerce not only in the Baltic, but in all the 
feas of Europe, and in the two Indies. The pe- 
Icbrated armed neutrality, of which the motives 
were very laudable, and the effeft trifling, wa5,thu?^^ 
formed*. It was confirmed by a treaty figned b^^ 
t ween Riiflia> Sweden andJDenipark, on the gti^ of, 
Jpnq in the fame year, by which the two latt^ pqwr^ 
era agreed to fornifli each fixteei^ fliips of the^ Jin^^^ 
and frigates, ?nd Rufli^ twenty flxips and frfgai^ 
To this league Holla^idjPrufS;*^. the Emperpr, apd^ 
th^King.pf Naplesi^ ^tjerw4fx5$ b^cam? partie^^^ .'. / 

* During tiie cpurfe of this war, Sweden exported a great quantity of' 
cikfiA^D, attchois &Ad fails, to Americs and Holland. 

* "■ The 
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^ The King paiffed a great part of tht 

li^ti* following fummer at AixJa-Chapelle*' apd 
^^^^ Spa, for the re-eftablifhment of his healthf^ 
iyfi* and returned to Stockholm, through Hol- 
land, at the end of October. ' Soon after- 
'ti^^ds the care of the Prince Royal*s education waa 
critiruiled to the Senator Baron de Sparre^ and, ih 
afliort time^ the C^een again dedai^ed fierfelf 
pregnant. She was delivered of a. Pririce in the 
nlonth of Auguit, lyBi^ within a few weeks after 
the death of the C^een Dowager, a Princ^fs dif- 
ringuifhed by her great elevation of mind, and 
fondnefe for thefciences and fine arts* - The joy 
occafioned by the birth of the young Prince af- 
forded only a JGhort confolation for this lofs: he 
: received the name and title of Chatles Guftavus^ 
Duke of Smoland, and died it the age of fevei^' 
ihpriths. 

The beginning of this year was diflin^ . 
1783. guiflied' by a revolt amongft the Pal^car- 
lians, who bote with lefs patience than the 
inhabitants of the other provinces the prohibition 
of 'private diftilleries. A body of troops reftored 
otder, and feized the principal ring-leaders; but 
it "wzs impoffible tb /upprefs the difcontent^ whicl^ 
the KStig's perfeveririce in maintaining the fole 
right df diftiHing caiifed diroughout th€ kingdom, 
fti thi^ year the IGn^ had an Interview with the 
Emprds'of RufSa at'Prederickfhaiii, a fmall city- 
and port 9f the Baltic^ ^P?B the confines pf Ruffia 

'-.-■'.■■• /■ and 
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amd Swedifl^ Finland, TIk defigns of the ^^.ri^- 
prefe upon the Crimea, and the navigation pfth^ 
Black Sea, required that flie ftould be well alfureii 

. of the friendfhip of a mpnarch, whofe reipect^ble 
forces by land and fea might enable him to put in 
execution any plaas dictated by this own ambition, 
or by the influence of the -court of Verfailles,, 
againft a province^which he could harifly be up- 
willing to re-conquen , 

The King k% out for Finland in the bcgijinilig 
of June, for the purpofe of reviewing the troops 
in the dutchy. There a volley from a part)r coiji)- 
manded by himfelf flartled hi^ horfe, and hehacl 
the misfortune to break his arm by a fall. ^Tbe 
interview with the Emprefs^ though retarded by 
this accident, wa$ effeifted on the agth of 3^4j» 
and celebrated, during the three days whidi their 
majefties remained together, by continual f&tes. 
The Emprefs had caufed a very elegant woodcp 
palace to be erected at Frederickijiam, richly ori^ar. 
mented and furnifiied, in whicK was ^n elegai^t 
theatre, appropriated to the performances of a 
troop of French comedians provided for the occa- 
iion. The King gave tlje Ejmprefs yery polGtive 
affurantes of an cxaft neutrality, and returned to 
Stockholm on the 4th of July^ entirely recovered 
of the frachire. The burgeflcs of Stockholm, in 
memory of the Iiappy return and recovery of theit 
.Mpnarch^ fet apart the funi of 4^000 rix-dollars, 

,far the.p^rpetuul fupport of fomc beds in the]6tpyai 

Hpfpital, 
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Hofcital, . at which fradures of arms and kga arc 
to be'cured rr^£f. "lliefe are callcfd beds of LoUr 
;/i/j^,f^ of the camp at wHch the 

i^cxcJerit happened to the King, 
\ In the feveral journeys, which the King made 
uito Finland, he perceived that the province was 
unequally divided into four diilrias, and that the 
court of juftice at Abo was not alon6 Sufficient for 
the nuitibcr of inhabitant's. Anotlyi^ court -was, 
ther^forc^ ^ftablifhed at T^, and thfe cferetnony 
of inftalUng the members was petforraed at Stockr 
tolm, with great pomp, in the prefencc of the 
kpyai Family and a brUliant- court. The Kin^ 
ift^an. Eloquent and ^nfergetic harangue,'; cxhorte(^ 
xixk menp^^ers to proteft the perfecuted and th<p^ 
brphan, and to give psarticular attention to ifi^ 
lower clafe of citizens, by whom the ftate was de- 
fended aad fepported. , - 

, About the latter end of Auguft, the King noti- 
fied to the fenatej that, in obedience to the advice 
of his phyficians^ he fhould pafs tlie winter iu 
Italy. ' Before his departure he preffed the equip- 
ment of a fmafl fquadron of obfervation at Carl- 
fcroon. It was ready in September, atid,' in the 
month of Prober, the King began his journey, to 
defray the cxpence of which he borrowed a confi. 
derable fum upon the revenue^ of the royal dit 
■ tilleries. ■••..-' .'■....•..■..•■ r 

His Majefty, aft<r pafling the Wikttt a^d fpring 
:in ttaiy, iivll at Fifa^ Where ' he ufed the baths, 
■■■."''■■■' '' ■ • afterWards 
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»d ^iriccj^im^cd at Pii% iflthe begiflnli^M^ 
fuiie^ 1784J ^crc he remained till the eM '<Jf 
July, and was. received by tiic court ^nd city ^ife 
tfae'^andent ally of France. Amidft a fuGcefeon4*" 
pleafbrcs, he wsis nx)tufiinihdfal of Kis infei%(^. 
JFrom At TDcar 1779,' the, court of Verfiffllfi, 
tjiider :|>fbreni3e of the ekpdnces of. the war/ hsfti 
itbgleded^the ftayxneat of theutfiial ftibfidie« ; ' iMpt 
t&e Kivng.aovB' thandged ib ivdft, ^as to o3)tat«ffiEe' 
ibm rf i;3oo,ooo -litrres id dMchargc of ^gffS3St 
part of thearr^rs, and to conclude a traty by 
which FAnce ceded to him £or wcr the iibad .of 
St; Barthdemi*, near Guadaloupe^ on conditian 
of being alto wed to csftabiHh a ftaple for its north- 
ern commerce in the city of. -Gothenburg- : « n 
On the third of Auguft his MsycRy 1*^ 
-1784* turned to the capital, after an abfence krf 
ten months, and the burgcflfes, urpon this 
ixdtfion, hvdk at their own expence a ftone^ridge 
ovcrthe canal of Rittcrholm, with the fiplftMseihg 
infcription; - / , ^* 

Guftayo m. O. R..fdvo ftibfpitU, . I i *' 

. . ,^ .. .^ ,^x.itJncrcit^!icq patriae rcfidito, ., . y- ..-. .♦ 

Hunc pontem feftolapidc conftru^um, '^ 

^ ' '■• Xigaei loco Jam yetQ{hite>oUft)>c»liii; Pot-* .* 1 ' 

: • tgnxrediKictI^titi«|)ubUcaB^.dediarHlit , . ^ } >-. 
C|YC5.|iolmenrt5 — -p. iii. Aug.! M^CC,iL,X^IV. 



O'M 



-^ f This iilai»^, vitbich coot&ins icvm .or ^^t ^W|f ^^/ ii»l ty[iTtypA *»^ 
produces a great quaatit)' pf cotton, is very wel(.,maated for oontnrbaivd 

"iraf£c>^ 

In 



X ""W ) 

l^d^^ lit i\w^S^i albsrlan ii^nralo^«igl]^&HrS) 

tP fi^iivokjs the dicU For tfactblw ji^ytawrife 

^^g^oim had been iayaged by a huxsiacf a£ which 

%h& e&ds were fo. v^rjr jiowtrfnl alsd diftnsBing^ 

thfk^ m the high*i:<)f^i :aad wDodq' Mt.e^edafy 

iaJDakcarlia, maoy'pcdfons wcreftK^d^rmdtb 

jd&itk* The dsiire. €^-^i^r(fing iamer^sf vstAt 

:|^r. under thkcaiaiiskjy aadicf yxtobdiamij^idie 

{^iK^ Royal to ^tlie Stsytes, hb%)sfo];s,;.}nrd[eiJil^ 

ir^^dis jiUedged for the convocation-of ^the diet, 

vhtck be^n toiit on the 7th a£ May. -ilTUo Kmg, 

in Im ppenmg fpbedv defcribed theifloiinildiig 

(bite of the Jdngdom.'HJtixrtfrpdfb tait^ com^ 

merce, nafvy^ anny, andfortificafeiQxi&,:^ndiehQ^ 

merated the QuLny advantages enjoycd-byidi&^i- 

-lipnfiiicehis acceffioa to the thrphe, of which the 

ichief were the xndepisndeace of theipeople, and 

the pre&rvatiofi of peace. 

* , ^ But from the yiciflStude," faod he^ ?* to whidi 

*h sM himian fituatiomare Ibbit, oursrhas not bem 

. " exempted. The produdions of the easTtJi, the 

^* firft of all riches, ha^ been denied us for the 

^* laft three years j and this calamity has not a 

*^ little inqpeaied. thew^ht of my c^ies, who feel 

** for my fubjcfts as f6r myfelf. What endea- 

" vours i have ufed to prevent the difallrous ef- 

<* fefts of this failure^'ajid what Tiiccours ITfavc 

*« l^ehfpr the r(^ef ctf xh^r ftitbjedte, you already 

" ' ' ' ' .'■'*' "' *' '' *' * " know 
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f' iwm kftht€(kA». ^ Mar >**y ^mmale ytWfc J» 
'^ ouiG^r n^ oii^ m Adi meaAit^s as may pr^ 
^* tc6t onr conntry from fimilar niisfortune$:» 
« fot^pc." He tlicn ifcAite of the ftrmce RoyaJ, 
itif liis educatioo, and of th« efibrtB tjfed ti> reih 
der iii<n wwthy of being the head of H free peq^ 
fie. ^n rejoice,^^ <^d he, "thiit the firft.9^ 
** je€k tffhich occurs to his innocent view, -fe tijf 
*' union of h people efleatioBy free, fiibmit«|ag^t<> 
^' the kwB, oor^intly with the Kitig, who, n 
^ the fame time thait he Is inveiled. witih atJthq.K 
** rity ^mfelf, i% bdiind by the iaffte kws.^ He 
concluded his fpeech by prefenting «lie four fal- 
lowing ^propofitions to th^^tet:. ^ 
' t. Ttiat the punifhtneAt for Aj^/aV^ be chtn^ 
from death to perpetusditaprifonment, ^ith % 
fmbik whippiBg once eYcry year,, on the^ up^ 
wrinch the ^rioie was coinQtitted» n^ 

2. That dhtes fhall rO longer be dt\4ded^ .^ 
ihafl Tiefcend fmni the &ther to tht ddeft fl^i^ 
charged with the portions of the other chiW^-^^ 

3. Tliat the sang be authorifed to^4r$w Wt 
the bank a fund fufficient Ibr cheeft^bKftmeftti^f 
% magazine of corn, in any jdacc wWch %q §x^ 
jndge convenient, in cM-derio pneveftj; Ad^wsef? 
Aire dearncfa of that articfe. - ;!• 

' 4; That the Kiog be iahpONfeTed to draw ktim 
tlic bank a fund for defraq^ie^ tjic c^tpences <rf th6 
mines; and particularly for the pufpofe of -ibdir'- 
ing that of F&hlm from inundation ; upon the con- 
dition, 



K^airtity trf copper, fequigil in Value to the fpedfe 
f ^feto f torn It. . ' 

J5 }tt ^lifis di^t, wiiich *as by no means to tranqtill, 
liS'lbe preceding one, the Sing met with condd^r- 
i^ Oppofition, arid oniy thofe of lUs propofitions 
-^re adopted, which rel2ttfe4 to the eftabiiihment 
*i>f^ ttiaga^zincs^ 'fhe clergy oppofed the change of 
'pt^ifcmtnt for iffamicid^, and the ^queftrian or- 
denwbtild not confettt to the article which forbad 
^hfedlvifion of cftate^. The fuin demanded by the 
;lllngfor the itnprovemerit of the ^nines of Fahlun 
^^sTefnfed by the ftates, who alleged that the 
impoverifliment of the mines was to be attributed 
4!>nly to the mifcondufl: of thofe concerned in work- 
ing them, and appointed a committee of inij>ec- 
*k9i; with orders to make u report of their interior 
management •^. The diet <rf 1778 granted thetifiial 
^ri^i^, atnd for an unHmhed time,but.by the pre- 
Ifeftt difet they* were limited to the term of four 
ySa?s; a^ad^ as a farther proof of the influence of 
iffifefllntlf oyallft party^the States refufed to admow- 
IjSdgfe^^s debts of Aeilate, thofe which were con- 
fe&ed* t^ the crtoRirn without their confent. lift 
tSfitr of peafentB;havlng propofed to redeem th^ 
right of diftilling, his Majefty decfered, that, for 
the fktisfaaipn of his faithful fubjeas,> he was witt^, 
iiigib receive in exchange a duty upon coffee, and 

-rt^^'Bjfebr <50mjttnce the* pf?T>riwrs ttfaf^ to kemter an accptmt. 

'.^'■'•'-0 the 



the annuil fism of clghtceh tons of gold. Thcfe 
terms wdrerqcAedi arid tberig^jt remained ^3^|p 
The diet iwas diBMved on tfie 24th of Jun^t'lma 
tht King expreffed his difepprobation of its decr^3 
in the fpeecfa which concluded it. He tameiftcd 
« that an •unquiet iMruft, iD-fotinded' and und^j? 
^\ ferted,' fieriied* likely to interrupt the upibn jinu 
** concord, Vhich, for fourteen years, hehaaeifc^ 
" deavoured to maintain, eren tbthedetriihent'oi^ 
*' Ms oi^ pj^Ivate intercfls?* - He appealed tq po&' 
terity tO^dO'^ftice tohis conduft, and finiflifecl^ 
7m eloquent and fendmentaf fpccch, with reiiiitjp.' 
ing the funis ^rafnted hitn for tl^e fourth year of 
the febfidy, s^lath he defired xhight be appropri# 
ated to the! relief of his ftbjeas. '• ; \ *** '^Z' 

- Towitfd:^ the end of the* year, the King <f6W! 
duaed'thePrincfe Royal tolthe univerfity of 1^^ 
fal^ and affiftid conftantly at all t|ie public an^^tfi^^ 
^eatdi |Kirt of the private exercifes performed b5r^ 
the young Prince during a ftay of fix weeks. ^ T^c 
aipdbur ^d fucoefs with whidh,' at the age oJF dhly 
eight ^ars, he^ applied to his' fbdies, was ^iglil^ 
gratifying tOr the King/'wHha, in ofder to hm^if 
riiee hitft ^^it?h the people, ^om he was hotii \h' 
g<>vern, and to give hiln an-fcarly knowledge dJFffi^^ 
kdngdotri, had ah'eady led him over feveral of fii^' 
provinces; ' ^ 

, During tf^c fourteen years, '^ich had paffcd 
finte Ae revoluticfn, the King, by his indefatigi-' 
ble ei2:ertion3 for the welfare of the Idngdom, had 

placed 







entirely upon a^ : im- 
^i^Y^i^^^^^^ ,Bijt the iitisfa<5li^ii 4uie tO' hfe 
labour? V^as ipterniptcd.by a, ctvLcl f$np[iive,[:wlrfch^: 
fo^ thejfecoadjti^ a^i^^ J>is fcvhg- 

domr' jby the influence. of . die' 2^ntirr<^}r|Ji|^: p?.?ty 
iij^tVelaA diet, and-by.th? conti^'ojl^inuifmiiraf' 
^JijciJ^ arpfei ^po?, theiiibjeA oif,t:^.^ilkrfesi> 
^ fpn\ecprovincea thefc difcpntegtp pj^n^eA *?ie 
pp^lilaqp tQ rife in <>pen ;^fsvpltsj . Xkf{ ^^^ h^v^^fi^' 
\y^^X^h]itn^^^ thegroiiuui, aiwl .%.tf>,fp§ftQrs*^<i 
^i^c^^^s.of tjxc diftille^ias were m^urdered.L t By frer 
(j^ent, outrages of tjii^ foirt, a^idtvy t^e^cjjitiiiual 
ufe of private diftiUerics^ the Kix^gfsjpwfit^ ware 
fo^uchJeffened, that,he waaiaduc^d tardlo/quffli 
hkyr^viiege, receiving Jn, return an annual q^n- 
tj;u)Utiqn of rye from j?ach bewnan^ cfri^farrp* Jri. 
thq large cities, however, brandy is ftilldfeCUUed 
ppp|i his account.. . .rT .s 

: ^^t^e courie of the prefent year, the JKii^ ha$ 
i^ft|tutied an acadeippy.^r the meUoiatjwi of 11^:0^ 
S^|l^ MngTiajge,^ "l\^ plan. \\ the. i&n^ :^s :th^ ^ 
o|jt^<;,,:§'ren(;h Aq^ fpunded ^ h^y$^ exr, 

ccjf^ ^%t thp. jiuiflibpr (^f ^e;mbers! i^ hpye limited: 
tg^^^t^, Poct^.fl[]f^4 doiiuenf ^ areth^^bjefts ; 
of both academies, and, in the difCourfes,pf r^he^ 

^!^?* !Mf jP?!^^ thoip.pf.the plher;. 
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ure giveu to louis ilic Eouitecnth^: and. Cacdtzu^. 
Richelieu* .Onllu^ lame day» bis Majefty rqvii^ 
t|jQ ^a|d€OTy of Infcriptions and Belles I^etdres? 
founded by his mother, adopting the regulattntas 
of that eftal^iiflied for th^ fame purpofe in Pari^ 
by LquIs Xiy, The Academy of Sciences, found* 
od in 1 779, makes the third inftitution of this fort 
in Stockholip, and doei^ honour to the reign of « 
mon^rclnv wJipfe moderation, humanity, and fa.- 
gadty, are equalled only by his activity, and his 
conftant exertions for the welfare of the kingdom*, 
Guftavus in. in the annual tours which be makes, 
through the provinces, employs himfelf in liften- 
ing to the complaints of individuals, in watching, 
over the adminiftration of ]u{licQ»redrei&ngabuii^s» 
eftablifliing the difcipline, audprote<^g the haj)^ 
. pinefs of the army, and^ in one word^ in endea- 
vouring to render his fubjeds happy, his. &rc^. 
refpeftable, and the Arts and Sdenccs flauriflwngf f 
During the fourteen years of hi« re^n> thcjkiig* 
dom has enjoyed a conftant peace, which it ia to- 
be feared the ambition of Ruflla^ operatix^ m^on 
the fuppreffed, but not extirpated, policy of th^ 
ariftrocratic party, will one day difhirb^ 

And, indeed, a wat^ railed by the intrigues, or. 
. jealoufy, of the neighbouring powers, can alom^f. 



• •• Tlk^ King' h« 'compofeA fefvchil theatricat pieces In the langimge ot 
the ^nntry». raa^gned Che pjaos oiSK^.tnc biiUdia|t, t^&ottt^ wx9it>^ 
lie church at.Stc>ckholra, the other 9 country feat, called ttaga. 
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ktGtmpt ~th€ pnhofpci&ty^ c£ Sweden, ' Hiidift ^ ^d^ 
)tt;snah;, ^^^^ hte bith^nouied has arms only fo^ th<i 
^Qtedion of cbtnmeme^ and the bonout tof t^ 
Swcdifli flag, and: wbofe padfic dif|K>fitl(ni f» 
proved by the atticle, mfertedupon hlsownhiei^ 
tdon in the new form of govenuncnt^ by whkK 
he reikided bdmfdf from carrying on ad oflbniive 
war without the coniflttt o£ the States. 
^ tam,&*. &c. 



LETTER XXiy. : 

^'fefOBAR FRIEND, 

"-' '• X HE year 177*, cclcbraterf 

ia the Hiftory of Sweden, for the fucccfsftil Iritre- 
pi^ty of a youtig King, and the humiliation of a 
ttii^biitent arUfcocracy, isreftdferednotlcfsreniark- 
aMic in the annsfo of Dcntnark, by the tnisfbr- 
tttides of an istmiabie C^een, the viftim of a party, 
who &crificed her peace, and" the Kves of twio un- 
fortunate men to their amlation, ' 

The Counts Brandt and Struenzxre, who thus 
feffered by her fell, weriboth uiidefciVing of the 
punifliment infilled en them, thou^ the latter 
certainly exceeded the Emits of his authority, and 
a%iired to-the exercife af a power, which the fol- 
lowing hiftpry will IheW he was unable to retain- 

' . Struenzec 
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Strueifzee wast born at Hall^ in Saxony, iathf^i 
year 1737* His father^ then a Lutheran miniftt^ 
iq that city, afterwards obtained a p-ovoftfhip ai 
Altena, and was at length fub*intettdant-gencral , 
of the churches in Slefwig and Holftein. Hs 
mother was the only daughter of L S. Carl, firft 
phyfician to the King. Frona. thefe parents he im- 
bibed an early tafie for knowledge; and this ten^ 
d^ncy, with his lively genius and promptnels. in 
judging, formed the beft parts of a^charaiJer, in *: 
which ambition, the love of pleafure, and a con- 
tempt of religious and moral reftriftion, veryXoon 
began to appesir. His difpbfition and the advice , 
of his friends led him to the ftudy of phyfic, ii[i 
which obfcure and intricate fcience he foon ac- 
quired ppnfiderable reputation^.and in the pracHcc 
of which, ^ a profeiSon, he became acquainted 
with two men, whofe deftinies were afterwards in- 
timately connected with his own. Thefe were the ^ 
Count de Rantzau Achberg, and Brandt, thefirii 
the principal inftrument of his fell, the latter th?^ 
unfortunate companion of his fufierings. There 
alfo he acquired the friendihip of Mad^e de 
Berkentheim, the widow of the grand marih^l erf 
Frederic V. by whom he was firft recommended tp 
the court, and through whofe means he obtained, 

the appointment of phyiician to the King* 
1768. an office, which induced him to dQ4icai|;^ 

himfelf, entirely to his royal mafter, whofe 
t . favour 
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fj^vfeif -hS ^'fSin€ii«»*4 journey during which he 
WW^fA^ted to zittrid hitn. ^ ' 

^B6bn after the martlageof the Kirig,;a c66hiefi' 
wJis'trMSfved between hJiii arid the ypiirig Qjieen, 
and this was wron^lk in!a ah open difagreernenjt, ,. 
by'x^kh Queen JiiUa hoped to regain her loft in- 
flui^ficc; aftd tifanftrii^ It to hef poftentv. the ' 
nrri&ndefftanding, which was thus raifed oetween . 
tire two Qtoeensv, incfeifed' after the tirth oFthe 
i^rihc€ Royal, afid th'c jourhey of the Sang iiitp 
fori%n cotmtries by no means diminifhed his 
indifference for a wife, who deferved a better . 
fatfe. 

Upon his return, the intrigues which afterwai'ds 
operated fo forcibly, began to appear. » The na- 
tion was then divided into parties, of which the ^ 
mdft numer6us, and that which fcomprized the , 
nj^imllers and chief mcnibers of the ftate, was 
headed by the young Couht de Holt:,, the fa- 
vourite of the King. The adherents of the Queen ., 
Dowaget partook with her the tranq^uillity of her 
retreat at Friedenfbourg, and only fome young 
perfcns, without rcfeurces or influence, remained 
to Matilda, and reiied lipon her youths beauty, *> 
and agreeable manners, to effeft a futyre recop- . 
crliatSon 'with the King. But thefe were whoUy 
inexperienced in the intrigues of a court.j and the 
young Queen, unable to truft them^ adopted 
another plan more fikely to forward her views. . 
Shd perceived that the onty method of recovering ^ 
X the 
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the iconfider^tion due to her rank was to regain 
the confidence of the King ; and as flie was aware 
that this could never be eflfefted during the in- 
fluence of the Count de Hoik, fhe refolved to at- 
tempt the deftrucUqnof this favourite. 

Many circumftances confpired to affift her en- 
deavours. The Count de Hoik, fearful of lofing 
his afcendancy over the King, laboured to increafe 
the difagreement between their Majefties, and be- 
lieving that Struenzec was as ofenfive to thi 
Queen as himfelf, he perfuaded the King to carry 
him with him when he vifited his confort. This 
meafure contributed to the ruin of Hoik, from 
whom the King's confidence was gradually trans- 
ferred to Struenzee. The Queen perceived" the 
change, and could not avoid comparing the fierc^ 
and arrbgant conduct of the former with the ref- 
peftful manner of the latter, who even appeared 
to be fecretly hurt by the neceffity of offending 
her fo often by his prefence. This circumfpedion 
was favourably interpreted by the Queen, who 
by degrees accuftomed herfelf to his company^ 
and whofe. averfion infenfibly changed into 
admiration of his wit, knowledge, and pene» 

tration. 

About this time the Prince Royal was inocu- 
lated, and the Queen, when flie entrufted this. 
. operation to Struenzee, declared that his fuccefs 
fliould be rev/arded with the care of the young 
Prince's education. 1 he diforder was very fa- 
vourably 
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Vodfably received, and Struenzee was fecom- 
|icnfed with the place of Counfellor of Confer^ 
rence *.and reader to their Majfefties, with an ap- 
p'ointment of 1,500 tro^^nsj an dffice, which, 
with that of tutor to the Prince Royal, obliged 
him to 2t conftant attendance upon the courts* 

During the progrefs of the diforder ^ Struenzee 
entirely conciliated the good will of the Queen ^ 
whofe anxiety for her fon induced her to take the 
care of nurfirig him upon herfclf, and would 
fcarcely permit Struenzee to be abfent for a mo- 
menti The hours that upon this occafion £he was 
Obliged to pafs in his company were fpent in in- 
ftruiSive and amufing cbnVerfation^ from which 
{he at firft received confolation, and afterwards 
pleafure* Thefe converfations became more and 
more intimate and confidential, and the Queen at 
length believed that flie had found a man to Whom 
flie might entruft the execution of her projefts. 

Struenzee, having thus the afcendancy over the 
King, and the power of giving valuable advice to 
the Queen, refolved to profit by the occafion, and 
td open to himfelf the road to fortune* By his 
influence, the King ^as foon reconciled to his 
confort, and beftowed upon her a degree of con- 
fidence, of which the firft efFeft that appeared 
was his indifference for Hoik. 

In the mean time the minifters began to dread 
the influence of . Struenzee, whom they endea- 

• In Beamark this title is next to that of Privy Counfellor. 

X 3 voured 
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voured in vain to remove from the confidence of 
the King, or the intimacy of the Queen, The 
Court loon after fet out for Slefwig, and the King 
vsras accompanied, as in his former journey, by 
Count Bernftorf, Hoik, and Schimmelman, 
Warnftadt, an adherent of Hoik, and Struenz^e, 
were alfo in the fuite ; and the two parties, thus 
oppofed to each other, would have been nearly 
equal, but for the prefence of the young Queen. 
The Count de Rantzau Afchjberg, who had been 
involved in the fall of the Count de St. Germain, 
was recommended to the Queen by Struenzee, as 
a man whofe fuppleneis might render him ufeful 
in ginning the minifters ; and Brandt, who had 
atfo been formerly a favourite with the King, was 
recalled at her folicitation, and deftined to fill 
the place occupied by Hoik. 

The King defcended frequently from the dig- 
nity of his charafter, and Count Bernftorf, who 
was alone able to reftrain him within the bounds 
of propriety, every day loft his influence, while,- 
on the other hand, the Queen was rendered fatally 
unfufpicious by the goodnefs of her heart, and the 
vivacity of her difpofition prevented her forefee- 
ing the confequences of a conduft not always fo 
prudent as her fituation required. Hoik, how- 
ever, by degrees loft the favour of the King, and 
his fall marked the approaching ruin of his party. 
His place was given to Brandt y foon after which,. 

the 
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the King retired to Hirfcholm, a feat within two 
rtiiles of Copenhagen, accompanied only by the 
C^een and thofe in her intereft. 

The Count de Bernftorf , though unable to con- 
ceal, even from bimfelf, the lofs of his influence 
with the King, relied upon the favourable opi- 
nion of the public, and refolved rather to await 
in tranquillity the blow which menaced him, than 
to anticipate his fate by retiring. He was pot 
long fuffered to remain in fufpenfe. While he 
was labouring for the welfare of his country, he 
received notice of his difmiffion from the King. 
The firft fenfation was painful, but, recovering 
himfelf, "I have received my difmiffion,** £aid 
he to the only one of his domeftics who was pre- 
fent J and then, raifing his eyes wet with tears 
to heaven, uttered this £hort prayer : " Great 
" God, fave this country and its King/* 

Thus Denmark loft an adive, laborious, and 
zealous minifter, after whofe fall the other mem* 
bers of the adminiftration were foon difmifled^ 
and their places given to the friends of the Queen 
and Struenzee. The Count de Hantzau, General 
Gohler, and the Baron Schak Ratlau, were ad- 
mitted into the council of State ; but the latter, 
being difpleafed with fome innovations, foon re- 
tired to his owjpi eftates. The Count de Schim- 
melman alone, having had the precaution to make 
no declaration of his. party, and the prudence to 

retire 
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retire to Hanibourg, during the dangerous auii* 
ment^ avoided the common fate of minifters^ 
He was appointed minifter for foreign affiurs, ind, 
in order.to leave the court of Ruilia no opportu* 
nity for intrigue, it was notified to all the em* 
baffadors that they muft in future addrels them- 
felves immediately to the King. This meafurc^ 
of which the motive was very apparent, was high*, 
ly refentedby the Ruflian minifber, who uttered 
public menaces on the psurt of his court, and im^ 
mediately difpatched a courier with the news; 
In the mean time, Mr. de Warenftat, on behalf 
of the King, had ipiformed the Emprefs of the 
change in the adminiftration j and the court of 
Ruifia, not^yithflanding the menaces of the mini'^ 
fter, refolved pot to interfere with the affair. 

The (^een Dowager, remaining in retirement 
at Friedenlbourg, ^ quiet fpeftator of thcfe tranf* 
actions, e^preifed her compailion and goodwill 
towards all thofe who fuffered by the fuccefs of 
the new miniftry- 

At length the triumph of the young Queen was 
complete; the King treated her with all .the af. 
feftion Ihc deferved, and beftowed his confidence 
on Struenzee. During the public tranquillity 
which followed this revolution, no endeavours 
were fpared to enfureits continuance. Struenraeo, 
whofe ambitious views extended to the poffeflSon 
of the whole Royal authority, perceived thlt his 

purpqfe 
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purpofe could only be efFefted by concentrating 
the power in one point, which point fhould be 
tbE^ perfon of the King. He therefore, endea- 
voured to remove him from all fociety ; and 
Brandt was intrufted with the care of providing 
amufements for the continual occupation of his 
time. A mode of life fo agreeable to the King 
confirmed the influence of Struenzye, and facili- 
tated a meafure more effentiai than any hitherto 
^ffefted, the refolution of the King not to tranla<3t 
bufinefs perfonally with his minifters. 

The year 1770 concluded with a remarkable 
event, which entirely changed the form of gover yi- 
xnent, and rendered the power of the young 
Queen and her minifter entirely abfolufe. On 
the 27th of November j an aft figned by the King . 
diffolved the council of ftate, and a commiflion 
of fecret conference was adopted in its ftead, cpm- 
pofed of the chiefs of the diflfereiit departments, 
and endued with a very limited fliare of authori- 
ty. The members were forbid to aflembje, ex- 
cept at ftated times, and being without title, rank, 
emoluments, or influence, might be difnufled 
without trouble, whenever' occafion fiiould ren- 
der it necefikry. But the council now diffolved 
had always claimed the firfl rank in the ftate af- 
ter the King, and in the celebrated revolution 
under Frederic the Third, had obtained the dit 
tinguifliing privilege of cxercifing, during a mi- 
pority, the powers of the regency conjointly 
/ with 



( ^l^ ) 

with the ijuardians of the ypuqg Kiijg. .%/jp tfe« 
humiliating change of i66p ha4 left the {WF^rs 
of this body entire, which was r^ardA4 ia. ftffic 
"^eafure as reprefenting the nation, an4 i^^Q^f- 
ing th(c office of a mediator between the bws 
and the royal power. 

The right of fitting at this (jpuncil \ViS in t^e 
Danifh nobiKty, who, therefore, coniiderjed the 
diflblution of it as an infradipn pf their priyi" 
leges, and from that mornent refolved upcm. the 
deftruftion of Struenzce. The iai|>e fentimeBts 
animated the Count dc Jl^nt^aij, wh^ with his 
feat at this board, loftall his in#u^nce and credit. 
Struenzee, in the mean time, took farther maa- 
fures for the eftablifliment of his siuthprity, and 
pcrfuade'd the King to entruft ^hp whole Ifbour 
of the cabinet to him. Secretary fanning, .whp 
had been appointed by the ijt)fl^^A€;§ pf the.couft 
of Ruffiji,, was diiiniflfeda ag wa?. Mn dc Wari^- 
fiadt, whp h2^d betrayed hi^ifelf by /pmc impru- 
dent conyerfatipns, Bjy degr^e«, all the ^d min^ 
fters were remove4» and the whpje form of the 
Danifh government was chapgf d, all bvifinefs be- 
ing tranfacled in the name, of ^he Klftg, by thofe 
immediately about hi^ perfon, Thus^ in the fpace 
of a few months, was ^ r^vplutipa completely 
cfFefted by a youthful QjJieei^^ ^ Rian of obfcure 
birth, and fome young p^rfons^^ \YhQ before were 
without refpe^ or credi^.'. 

But 
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'^"®i?the deffiAy of Denmark, thus entirely ^i- 
^Wiftecf to Struenzee, did not lon^ remain in 
" fik power. During his fliort and difturbed reign, 
life conduft was unequal; and that courage, 
which, at the commencement of an ambitious 
defign, feemed to border even upon rafhnefs, 
■ funk into pufillanimity when his meafures were 
oppofed. The war in which ^uflia was engaged 
with the Turks, the luxury 'v^^hich prevailed at 
that court, and the interior troubles of th^ coun- 
try, f^cured him, however, from the dread pf 
♦ke Emprefs*s menaces, and his confidence was 
confirmed by the favour of the minifters of Swe- 
den and Ruffia. 

•If his arrangements with foreign courts feem 
t^ have been diftated by fout^ policy, his plans 
'for the interior adminiftration were nqt lefe fkiU 
flit, and prbve him to have polfeffed a very re- 
markable talent at combination j but his ambi- 
tion and his fears perverted and overpowered 
thofe abilities which might otherwifc have con- 
tributed to the welfare of Denmark. 

Struenzee njedlt^ted a reform in the manage- 
ment of the. finances, which, if entrufted entirely 
•to one office, would be more cafily reviewed by 
tile King. He projefted the diminution of fe- 
veral impofts, the payment of rents in ready mo- 
ney, the fupprefiion of thofe manufaftures which 
were unfuitable to the climate and the foil, the 

retrenchment 



( 3U ) 
retrenchment of ufdefe pen&His, and the en« ' 
couragement of {igricultural labours. He wifiied 
alfo to regulate the adminiftration of juftice, di- • 
minifli the number of proceedings, and of coucts, 
reform the army, and improve, without encrcaf- 
ing, the navy. 

But his great objcd was to hunible the nobiK- 
ty, by keeping them at a diftance from' the capi- 
tal, and by taking from them, their hereditary 
claim to offices. In the execution of his fcheme 
he did not perceive that the nobles, finding their 
privileges every day attacked, had already enters 
ed into a league for his deftrudion. > 

His defign of improving the ftate of the finances 
induced him to adopt a new plan of oeconomy 
for the court and government. Courtiers wcrc^ 
difiniffed, penfions retrenched, and the number* 
of fcrvjints, both in the royal palace and ftafcles, 
coniiderably diminiihed. Thq grand Marihsd 
Moltke, feveral ladies, and many pages received 
their difcharge j the profits of the Chancery were 
brought into the royal co&rs; the colleges of) 
admiralty, excif^, and commerce, were aboUflued^ 
and commiffions eftabliihed in their ftead* 

An order of cabinet, figned on the 3d of AprU, 
177 1, difmiffed the magiftrates of Copenhagen^y 
and the affcmbly of thirty-two, appointing, in'> 
the room of the former, two burgomafters. The 
privileges of the foreign minifters were confider-; 

• They-wce reftoreJ in I77«. 

rably 



. . ( 3^5 ) 

rabljr altered, the horfc-guards were dif<^arged, 
and their duty affigned to three hundred drai. 
goons; meafures by which a great number of 
perfons were deprived of fubfiftence. 

His fcheme for aboliflung the perfonal fervicea 
of the peafants, and permitting them to hire 
their lands at certain rents, was ftrenuoufly op- 
pofed by the nobility, and was, therefore, relin- 
quilhcd by Strijenzee, though propofed to be 
tried at firft only upon the crown eftates. 

Schumacker, the fecyetary to the cabinet, a 
man of known probity and talents, was difmifled 
from his office by S|:ruenzge, ^nd the whole king- 
dom was fliockcd at an ad fo defpotic and uii- 
feafonable, the fecretary having always appeared 
contented with his fituation, and by no means 
addiAed to intrigue* Struenzee had, however, 
. a reafon for hiis conduft, with which very few 
were acquainte4- All the orders for the changes 
e&ded by this minffter were fettled in the ca- 
binet of the King, and fent from thence im- 
mediately to the feveral departments, it being 
thought neceffary to l^eep them fecret till the 
moment when they were to be put in execution. 
A ckrk, implicitly trufted by Schumacker, and 
employed by him in official concerns, gave notice 
of thefe orders, which were found to be publicly 
known even before they were delivered froih the 
cabinet, x A long fearch difcovered the offender, 
who was punifhed, and difmiffed. The fecre- 
tary. 
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tiry, alfo, loft his office, and was obliged to de- 
livqr up all his papers. 

The recall of the Count de St. Germain, ano- 

, • • • 

ther meafurc of Struenzee, was attributed to an 
intention of placing him in the military depart- 
ment, as a counterpoize to the authority of the 
Count dc Rantzau. But Struenzee had other 
views. The Count de St. Germain had enjoyed 
fince his difmiffion a penfion of 7,000 crowns, a 
part of which it was believed he would be willing 
to refign rather than appear again in Denmark* 
His return to Copenhagen was therefore unex- 
peifted, and, though he was rewarded with ho- 
nours, he was not entrufted with employinent. 
Struen5;ee had no other refource than to conci- 
liate his friendftiip ; and the Count was the only 
knight of the order of the Elephant created by 
the court during his adminiftration. 

In the fame year, 1771, the order of Matilda 
wzs inftituted upon the birth-day of the Slings 
and was beftowed only upon perfons in very 
particular fevour. Upon this occafion, the Ba- 
ron de Schimmelman gave a very fuperb fSte in 
his palace, at which the young <^een was pre- 
fent with her ufual fuite. 

Upon the firft appearance of fine weather j, the 
court fet out for Hiritholm, accompanied by 
Brandt, the phyfician Berger, and fome confi- 
dential 
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dential pej-fons, who were ordered to be conti- 
nually about the King, and to alienate him from, 
all thofe who were fufpeiSed. . The King became 
every day more indifferent not only to public af- 
fairs, but the concerns of the court ; he paffed 
his time in perpetual amufements ; and his intel- 
le<^ual faculties appeared to become weaker and 
weaker. Monfieur and Madame de Gohlcr, Ma- 
dame de Schimmelman, the lady of honour Deu- 
ben, and Colonel Falkenfchiold, compofed the 
ufual fociety of the Queen. Struenzee divided 
his time between official bufincfs, and the care of 
the Prince RoyaUs education. Of his brothers, 
the elder, well known by an excellent treatife 
vipon the fortifications, obtained a poft in the 
new college of finances, and the younger in the 
military department. 

On the 7th of July, 1 771, the Queen was 
delivered of a Princefs, who was baptized by the 
name of Louifa Augufta. Matilda was not ig. 
norant of the injurious reports raifed by her ene* 
mies; and thefe were the more dillrefling, as 
they were faid to originate at Friedenjbourg. She 
fought confolation in the friendfhip of Mademoi- 
felle Deuben, and from her received aflnranccs of 
the good intentions of Queen Julia, of which her 
kindnefe in becoming the godmother of the Priu- 
cefs feemed a fufficient proof. The Queen, though 
fomewhat foothed by thefe endeavours, could not 
conquer her fears of the ufe which might be made 

of 
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b{ fuch reports, in wrcfting the authority froitr 
her hands ; and Struenzee, to whom flie impart* 
cd her uneaimefe, regulated his condu£b in conle-^ 
quence. By degrees thd rumours ceafed, tran^ 
quillity was once more reftbred to Hirfcholm, and 
every thing went on as before* 

At this period. Sir Robert Keith^ the new mi- 
nifter from, England, arrived at Copenhagen. 
' Struenzee, blinded by his fortune, but ftSii 
more by his unlimited ambition, was defirolis of 
adding to the real power which he exercifed, the 
honour of inrolUng his name amongft the iSrft 
nobility of Denmark.^ He was ennobled ^^ith 
the rank of Count, a title unequal to his wifhes, 
and from which he afpired to fome diftfn6lion 
fuitable to the confequence he enjoyed. Therfe 
being then no title exadly expreflive of his fitua-» 
tion, the new one of Privy Counfellor of the CaM* 
net was invented and beftowed upon him, toge- 
ther with a degree of power, which, like the 
title, was without a precedent* He was autho- 
rifed to exprefs in writing, in what manner he 
ihould judge moft convenient, the orders which 
he received perfonally from the mouth of the 
King, and to fend them to the diflPerent depart- 
ments, fandioned by the feal of the cabinet, in- 
ftead of the fignature of his Majefty. An ordi*'^ 
nance figned by the King with his own hand, en- 
joined all the departments to pay rcfpcft to thefeJ 
orders of which an extraft was Ihewn to'^him 

every 
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ercFy Saturday by Stnieuzec. The concuirrence 
of the King, thus obtained to the orders iffued in 
the courfe of the week, was confidered as a fanc- 
tion equal to his aftual fignature. 

The fituation of a young Monarch, betrayed 

, into ^ conduct fo unufual, raifes our pity, while 
the'abufe of his confidence excites qur contempt 
of the favourite, whofe meafurcs tended to the 
(JiSftrudion of an authority, which, by a 'more 
prudent ufe of circuiAftances, he might have en- 
joyed for feveral years. If he had continued the 
ufe. of the King's fignature, and fhown more re- 
fpect for the privileges of the nobility in parti- 
cular, and of the nation in general, Stnienzee 
might have reigned under the proteftion of the 
Queen, and have defied the efforts of a party, 
w]to .fought and obtained the poffeffion of his 
power. But his ambition, which rendered him 
difoont^nted with all his acquirements, preffed 
him forward to an infupportable degree of exal- 
tation ; and the momentary glory of his reign 
was (:oncluded by a cruel punifhment, and by 

, tjie CaU of a young Queen, whofe virtues deferved 
al?ettfir fate. 

Th^ unbounded liberty of the prefs, introduced 
by ;Struenzee, with a view of difcoverrng the fen- 
timwts of the nation concerning the a<5hial go- 
v/^rnment, was a formidable weapon in the hands 
of jiis adverferies, who ufed it to exhibit an ag- 
gf avdted pidure of his faults, to^ point out the - 
^ * ambitious 
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ambkioud part of his diarader, his abufc of tfidf 
King's confidence, and to revive the injtiriotis ' 
reports before circulated againft the Queen. The 
abufe of this privilege at length proceeded /la ' 
far, that it became neceflary entirely to retra£l 
it y rewards were proraifed for the difcovery d 
the authors of thefe writfaigs, and the moft rigo- 
rous puniflunents were denounced againft thofc 
wIk) fliould in future write any thing againft the 
King, the Queen, or the minifter. This mea- 
fufe, by which the writers of the oppofite party 
were intimidated, and iilenced, was adopted to6 
late for the reputation, or fafety of 'Strucnzee. 
The minds of the people, once incenfed, conti- 
nued to be agitated ; his friends became cool; 
thofe who remained attached to him were ren- 
dered diffident, and the populace were accuftom- 
ed to defpiie his authority and name. At this 
critical moment, the courage, which he had lb 
much occj^on to exert, appeared entirety to 
abandon him. 

Towards the end of Odober, three hundred 
lailors arrived from Norway, to be employed iii 
an expedition againft Algiers, and, according to 
cufiom, their pay was withheld till the moment 
of embarkation. A ftay of fix weeks at Copfeii- 
hagen, without cmpioymcnt, or pay, reduced 
thefe poor peoi^e to a ftate of beggary, frotti 
which the government refilled to releafe them. 

Thus driven to defperation, a larg4^ party fet out 

for 
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Ifif (c^olm, after having notified that they went 
to feek relief, or revenge. When the news of 
thejTevolt arrived at Hirfcholm, the King and 
Queen were out on a, hunting party, and an ad- 
jutants-general went to* meet the lailors, who de- 
clared that they came " to fpeak to their father^ 
" from whom they expefted relief." , A party 
of. dragoons was then ordered to advance, upon 
wjx|ch the lailors produced arms, and ihewed 
- thp|i[|felves prepared to repel force by forces The 
.officer endeavoured to appeafe them; and their 
'fliprt,. but fierce, ftatement of grievances pro- 
.cur?4 2^.promife of redrefe, by which they were, 
induced to return to the city. The law, how- 
ever was not repealed, but Vice Admiral Riih- 
mpr,. the commander of the fquadron, who had 
certiainly done his duty, received his difmiifion. 

By this conduft, which was dqually imprudent 
an4 unjuft, the failors were induced to fuppofe 
their (:onduft \?as approved, and were encouraged 
to new violences. The labours of the dock-yard 
cqafcdf all forts of diforder^ were committed, 
and a^ amendment of their condition, was de- 
manded with threats, by which the court was 
much alarmed. Struenzee, dreading the conie- 
.quences of a difturbance, by which the whole 
ngftion might be inflam^, applied himfelf very 
afiiduoufly to the fupprefiipn of it, and, as one 
of the . moft efieftual njethods p€ quelling the 
difcontentg, he gave a ipagnificaQt fSte at Fre- 
iu; Y derickfbourg. 
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d^d^ljflourg, a rpyal feat vi|iHi» 1»K 4 quafttf 

.^If^ ]^(tthe<lo)i4 1^^ by no. mmns dxflir 

iMi^y 9j^. M^ 4«%ii^a9,^ atmi that o£ his^pso- 

Th<q^ plau^ "Qg^^ however, arraagf d vitk {»iu 
df^t^ ^% s* pr<ff^, opo^cd oaljs in putting 
^ ccMpfidcMf^ of the oatioo^ by mufertog Sijtiwit* 

t}i^ cjR^wiWi of tte r^%ujig party, whouis«»E; 
ItP^ Hr<9Wrv to 'Ik^. eoiployfi^ againft hiou Tine 
:^ (;^^t 4€kT^, Couot Oaten* and the Count 
ci^ftl^^^3^:i|iw*9efcfejft^d for this fairpofe* The 
f^aj^tM i{7^«tm and tncon&tocy of the latter 
yi(^i v^ iwWAj but hife perfbnal. ennity *o 
J^tjnii^3ee^ a^d ^ inoreafiag dtflili^ of ths. ac- 
^^ g4tV|e;rn^e{H9 ^m^ed to render hua.a imtaiAs 
ipfewfR^<>i^«ttt^ir^ Gf thcfe aaaage- 

ne^e^t^ iH>t;with%ndM]kg the fecrecy which was 
ot)/eiiy^di^ fipi^e; Qc^tice tranijpiired to Sttueozee, 
^1^^ jfi^s. wi^^e h^r^a&d.by a faUb nsfuirt. of :a 
4efign ^?iQA:hi» lisfor by: wUuch ha was incbi^d 
tp throw hj^nilW:^ the fiu^t.of the %een^^x- 
IK^^i^^g ^ bjys grMitude» attachlnent and cm- 
ceri^ a^be^cfaplog her ioftantby' to permit him 
to retire fif^ni; atcauntry. and a, cdnrJt,- wto^ be 



( 3^3 ) 

:£M( litn^eif furrcmnded wi^ 6nemi&, and where 

.tbe g^ner^ difcontent appeared ready to difchat^ 
kftlf upon fakxK He reprefented to the Queen 
iter own danger i^ perfifting to proted htm 
agaif^ enemies^ of whom the number increafed 
every* mfiant^ atid upon whofe fucoefs fiie could 

ihsfrve tto HKiibn to exped pro^e^tion from the, 
King^ The Qmtm denied his requeft^ mi Smt^ 
eBzee5 tremblingly^ wa? obliged to fweflur n^er 

• t0md&e it again* ' 

The contrary party cardully obfbtFvede^my 
tiding t&at psyfTed af Hkfehdm,^ and ' wdre>ready 

^ to prdfit by the mofttr^ngdrcaflifi&&Ge& which 
odourred. The threei^ hundred dragoons, coGii- 
maiideci by Mr. de M^nfeiv, by whom the horfe- 
guards were replaced) were ev^y where ftatibn^ 
around the palace, to the furprisce of tht Danes, 
who had aevei^ yet feen thdr Kings guarded witk 
fu€h pb^cautioA in the country* The Norwegian 
£iilc»s Were haftily fent hcMne *^ thofe who, were 
before defpiled werd rtow treated with Idndnefiy 
and-^vfery medute Was^ufed- to g^ the populace 
of the capital. 

In^ this d^iksataz' St^uemste doubted not that 
his pdwet sOfid p^fonal influence would be ft^* 
ckM> to protc^him, as'k)ng ashe«ouid reftraift 
his ^enti^ai^ from aUr eommunioaticm* with the 
King^ whom he'knew too wett to believiei capable 
o^ IbviHgr any pei^^n^ aa^ wliofe^ £kvour was only 
the eied^ of fear, or of undue fub)e6)icm; He 
tiier^re, prolonged the ftay of the court at 

T a Hirfcholm. 
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Hirfcholm, and appointed confidential perfon^^ 
of .whom the Count de Brandt was the chief, to 
be continually abont the perfon of the King. 

Having taken thefc meafures for fecuring hh 
influence at court, Stnienzee applied himfelf to 
official bufinefs, the burden of which, now be- 
come too heavy for his oppreflcd fpirits, he en- 
deavoured, in vain, to fhare with his brother, by 
placing him at the. head of the department of 
finances. The alterations made by Struenzee in ^ 
the police of Copenhagen, which he endeavoured 
to render fimilar to that of Paris, furniihed his 
einemies with another opportunity of rendering 
him odious to the burgeffes and people of the 
capital. The plan, which was in fome refpefts a 
good one, and which was fuitablq enough to the 
manners of a people addifted to pleafure, was 
difagreeable to the tranquil and phlegmatic inha- 
bitwts of Copenhagen, who looked with hor- 
ror upon the laxity of the new regulations, as 
dangerous to the morals of the people*. 

At Jength, the feafon arrived when it became 
impoffible to remain any longer in the country ; 
but the Queen and Struenzee dreaded to enter 
the capital, where the court of Friedenfbpurg 
waa already arrived. They, therefore^ perfuaded 
the Iting to pafs a few days at Friedrikfberg, a 
fmall caftle at the gates of Copenhagen, being 
defirous, before they entered a place where their 
enemies were affembled together, to know the 
* _ . . fucce& 
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iiiccefs of an undertaking, whick they bope4 
would contribute confiderably to their fafety. It 
was propofed to break the regirtierit of foot- 
-guards, the foldiers of which they had ifome rea^. 
ion to diftruft. The refolution was taken on the 
2ift of November, and executed two days after- 
wards. , * 

^ The companies being affembled, ail officer an^ 
Jiounced to theni the intention of the King, ac- 
cording to which the regiment was to be broke, 
and the foldiers incorporated in other battalions. 
A general murmur, which ran from rank to rank, 
ibon roie into loud cries, and the foldiers dei 
manded, either a formal difmiffion, or the efta- 
blilhment of a nSw corps, in which all fhould be 
received without exception. Their officers in 
yain ^deavoured to reprefent to them the necef- 
fity of obeying the King's orders; neither per- 
iuaiion, nor menacei^ qould prevent their quit- 
ting their ranks and^ difbanding. They drew 
their fwords upon the guards, who were brought 
forward to feize them ; blood began to flow on 
?l11 fides, and th^ alarrti and terror became gene^ 
ral. Other guards were brought froip 3, diftance ; 
a new conflift enfiied, and^a fmall number of the 
difcontented were obliged to furrender, whili^ 
one company, which efcaped, flew to the North- 
gate, and, having forced the guard, proceeded 
iiirectly to Friedrikfberg, and the others ran to 
ihecaftle, where they intrenched themfelves in 
tKe guc^rd-houfe. Struenzee, to whom an exprefs 

was 



was fent by the coinmandant, rccdvcd the IftV 
telligcnce with confternatiop, but perceived that j ^- 
jtt this critical moment, peace could only be re? 
ftqred by very mild meafuresj and, therefore, 
fbnt an officer with an order of the cabinet, which 
promifed all that was demanded by the revplters, 
The officer was received with tumultuous fhoyts, 
and the foldiers, declaring their intention of • 
ipeaking with the King, continued to advancCjj" 
notwithftanding the appearance of a gu^d under 
arms, whom they Ihewed themfelves very welF 
prepared to refill. The commander of this guard, 
and the officer, who bore the order of the cabi- 
net, at length perfuaded the revolters to return 
to Copenhagen, where they joined their com- 
Tades at the caftle, 

Encoxjrs^ged by the conceffions which had been 
m^de, but not fatisfied with the fimple prdmifb 
of a difm|ffion^ the whole Body took an oath of 
reciprocal engagement ; and each ma^i fofemnly 
bound himfelf rather to die ^han abandon his 
companions. Three regiments of Jpfantry, and 
two fquadrons of horfe, drawn up roiind tl)d 
caiUe,' die} npt deter them from their defi^n^ ' 
Their owp officers alpne were permitted to ap- 
proach tjiem, and, after a negoci?ition, which* 
lafted during the whple day and part of the folr 
lowing nigl^t, they obtained ^hat they demanded,* 
and gave up their arms s^bout one in the moynr 
ing. Each map received Ws difcharge, fignea 
by the'Kang^g own hand, wit:h a'prelent of three'' 

crowns. 
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mi^W^i aM ^ hi$ fuU uniform* Th^y Aht ft^ 
ps»*xt€d| and the reft of the nig^t paifed tr^H* 
<j^illy. The i^ext mdrnii]^^ at break of da^ 
about fouf hundred df thefe^ aft^r traVarfic^ Ihft' 
city ill good order^ ahd bidding adieu in a ten<^ 
der manner to their feltow citi^ns^ fet out for 
their homes. Their departure made a jgre^tt im« 
l^reffion upon the people^ who began to aflemble 
on all fides^ while the burgeffes threw moriey. tii 
the foldiers, and the Norwegian feilors, running 
about the dty, began to talk of vengeance. The 
minds of the people were thus roufed^ arid no- 
thing was heard cm all fides^ but fhouts, oaths j- 
and menaces* General Gude, commandant of 
the city, who, with feveral officers, endeavOUfed 
to difperfe the pc^uhce^ was thro\i^n from hi^ 
horfe, and drawn through the mud ^ many offi- 
cers and[ foldiers were ilUtreated^ and ibme wa*e. 
wouivied. But the difitnliled foidierff quietly feft 
the city without taking any part in thefe riots, 
which continued during the wh(de day after theit 
departure. 

This terrible fcene increafed the feafs and irf e«. 
folution of Struenzee, whofe fituatipn now be* 
came more and more critical. The En^ifh mini- 
fter, from whom nothing efcaped^ /drrfa\^j^ thji;. 
s^pproaching fall of the favourite, and his uneafi/ 
p^fsjfor the young (^een inducfeS hini to prels; 
the (iifniiffion, of which Struenzee himfelf was 
defif ous. Believing that the want of money 
^ilone prevented his departure, he offered him a 

fixfEcient 
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fufficient fum ; but the Queen oppoilbd tfals^^g 
in the firongeft manner, from an apprehe^fijO];;( 
that his adverfaries would immediately obtain pf^ 
feflion of the King and of the royal authority. ;, 

Struenzee, in the mean time, perceived the ne^ 
cefiity of concealing his fears from his enenii^ 
and of attending to all their meafures. He, thcr^ 
fore, thought the King's return to his refideijce 
ihould be no longer delayed ; and the Queeflj 
though imprefled with a prefentiment of the dvfs^f 
fill fate, which awaited her, yielded to his reite- 
rated intreatics, and refolved to return to Gop^^ 
hagen. Aware, however, of the danger to be ap> 
prehended from a new revolt, Struenzee tookj ^^ 
poffible meafures for his fecurity. The guards at 
the cafUe and arienal were doubled ; cannoo was 
placed in feveral parts ; and 6,000 cartridges were, 
diftributed to each regiment ; precautions, ^^W^h 
had a bad eflfeft, by warning the public t\ut \m 
who ufed them was confcious of having injure4 
the people againft whom they were ufed* Tfef 
royal authority fell into contempt, and the great: 
influence of Struenzee fecmed a dream which \K3W» 
fpeedily about to vanifh* . r 

At length, every thing concurred to promote the; 
fuccefsof the fchemes projected againft the youngs 
Queen. The party of heir enemies was ftren^fcfo*. 
ened by the addition of a man, who had fworn an? 

< • /eteroal'- 
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i^nal hatred to Stnafen^e, arid rtfolted to re- 
venge himfelf at any rate for the refufal of an 
oSfee to one of his friends. This was Colonel 
K . . . . ., the commander of one^f the regiments 
in garrifon at Copenhagen, a man, whofe ap- 
proved courage, fitm mind, and ambitious fpirit, 
qualified him for a great undertaking, and whofe 
enmity to Struenzee was fiich, that he volunta. 
rlly ofiered his fervices to the party. They alfo 
afiured themfelves of the Count de Rantzau, and 
of Colonel Eichftadt, commander of the dragoons^ 
whdfe affiftance \vras the miore nc^ci^ry, as they 
cbuld not rely upon the chief of the other regi- 
ftifents, moft of whom' had received their pofts 
from the kindnefs of Struenzee* ! 

•'The moment now approached, which was to 
<idndude the reign of the 'unfortunate wife of 
Chriftian VIL whofe power and influence had 
been envied from her firft arrival in the kingdom. 
That the attempt, however, might not be made 
before its fuccefe was enfured, every method was 
ilfedto leffen the attachment of thofe nobles, who 
adhered to the Queen, and to increafe the hatred 
of the nation for Struenzee. At length, the 17th 
of January was fixed upon for a cataftrophe, 
which was to feparati the King for ever from his 
wife, and to give the death blow to the maternal 
heart of a jaaii^ C^efen, by taking from her' 
•crvcry thing flie held moft dear in the world. 

This 



Tliis wte tbitit^t mcefnjfir the bcmmtr ^ §hm^, 
tmn mid the ^uxlfitti ofibe kingdfmu 

A baU which was given It coutt factUtatedlMf 
ca s ectttian of the cfe%n« On the x^th^ . b^qiift 
day, the inhabitants of Copenhagen iieard witfcy 
terror and afloniihment that Queext Matddtji^ 
G6unt Struenzee^ his brother^ the dq>ilt}r df tba 
fi m t B ccs, Count dc Brandt, and all thek frknd^- 
had been arreiied during the night. A d$if had 
be» ehc^en, on which the c^ztfile ai^d its cm^firons 
was guarded by the regiment of Gdoiioi KoQet^ 
The young Queen haiving^ with her ufuakl Vivacity j 
partook of the pleafora of the dan<te^ of .whicU 
Ihe was very fond, conduded the ball at on^' 
o'clock in the mbrning with Prince FrederiCir 

At thras the found of thi^ dock ga^ve the ap^ 
pointed figufll, and a d^ fflence resigned otvcf the 
caftle, ijs^n K(ffier, raHniiig to the difelrttt 
guardhoiifeaiy conduced all the officers into ^ 
innMft part of thecaflle^ and thore declared t$ 
them that hie had the King's OTdoo^ to arifeA fhcf 
Qneen. He ordered them to foiibw hijn ;, aa)^ 
the htfiportaiice of the order, the aMhoritadtor 
iiianffiief ci their chief, ln8.aodne&^ and tho 
ferene air,^ with whieb be ^oke^ fa overcame 
thefe officers^ that norone tkongkt of ^firing to^ 
fee the oirder, a reqoidl which would hs^^e expeftd 
the whole i^an. Bat RoHeif was eqtsaHy iuocefe- 
ful and enlerprifiiig« The officers fc^kx^edl^Bf^ 

to 
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III fStmtcnd^^evonSi and, in the i]\ean time, Ck>laad' 
Hxh&Mt put hk dragoons under arms^ aad dnw 
tMfi^^p t'ound the cafile. 

ftain thisnce Raxitzau weat to the apartment cf 
t&i King, and undrew the curtains \idth a wib 
which awakened and alarmed his Majefty, who 
"g^s tiot fuffe^red to recover his £^fes befcqre he 
^6 tdd that his perfon, and his Idngdom wercf 
\k d^ger; << Whither ihaU we fly ? What c^n bo 
^^donef** fcid the King with agitation. ^^ AUBk 
^ fRt. Ad^ife me." '^ Sign this,'* laidRant^au, 
^* -this wiU f^ve my King, the Royal Family, and 
^« tfe whole feliigdom/* The Kin^ took the pen, 
but threw it ^way wheii he perceived the name of 
]^latilda. At length he yielded to per&a&on, and 
Rantzau welit to execnte the £»t2il order^ 

' Ccflohel Kdller, who was charged to arreft Stvum 
eiiJsee, was already in his chamber, wilhmit wait- 
ing for the order %ned by the King. He kft the 
dicers by whom h^ was aiQoofnpanied in the anti- 
chahiber, and went alone to the mimfier^ who, 
terrified by the noift and by the appearamre of 
KSBer, demanded treinbfingly what was thebcca* 
^n oifa vifit at fo nnfuitat]^ an hour ? ^ Of that/' 
fald Keller, " you wiU fiwi be infiprmed. Rife 
« in<mediately/* He then feiaed him by the 
t^^oat, and fliook him violently. Straenxee loft 
3L& courage, and yielding him^T ea:^ to the 
^Sbrts c^ this fingl^ man, was condm^d with 
.|iis friends tQ the citadel, and (ecured in a dun- 
geon. 
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geon. If the. unhappy' minifter, by. refi^j^gi 
Koller, had obliged the. officeris to. enter into his. 
chamber, and in their prefence had .deinsuadi;4 ^ 
fight of the King's orddr, his, enemy would, per-/ 
h^s, have fallen a viAim to the raihneis qf hi^ 
own undertaking. 

The elder brother of Struenzee, the Ck;^v;i): d^ 
Brandt, General Gohler and his wife, poloiidl 
Falkenfchiold, General Gude commandant of :the 
city, the Baron de Bolouw, Zoga, the Segretary* 
of State, and fome others, wereieparat«ly,co^« 
mitted in prifon. 

Count Rantzau and Colonel Eichfladt, wen^ 
with fome officers to the apartment of the Que^n^ 
who, alarmed by the noife in her anti-chamber^ 
called her women, and in the palenefs of theii? 
countenances read their fear. . She enquired what 
had happened, and was at length told that Counf^ 
Rantzau, in her anti-chamber, demanded to 
fyc^k with her on the part of the King. She qf^ 
preffed in the m^oft lamentable manner her grief^ 
her apprehenfion that ihe W3^ betrayed and iruinad^ 
and her refignation. Then, , acquiring fprtitjjd?^ 
£he went, half dreffed to Rantzau, who reifd ^ 
order of the J^ng, which ftie heard with firniBefs 
and without interupting him. Being flill unable 
to give credit. to it, Ihe read it herfelf, withoutjhg- 
trayiiig any mark of fear, and Rantzau ii^treated 
her obedience to the order. " An order,*' 6id 
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fifee, *^ of which, perhaps, the King himfelf know* 
'* nothing, or which has been obtunecl from his 
** weaknefs by the moft horrid perfidy. No: to 
^ filch orders a Queen gives no obedience.**' 
Rantzau, with a fevere air, replied, that his 
commiilion would permit no delay. ** No fiich 
"' ordef,** faid flic, " fhall be executed againft 
*^ my perfon before I have fpoken to the King; 
" let me go— I muft, Lwill^eakto him.*' At 
thefe words flie advanced towards the door, but 
wis* withheld by Rantzau, who changed his in- 
treaties into menaces. " Wretch," laid fixe, 
** is this the manner of a fubjeft to his Queen ?'* 
The fierce and irritated Rantzau gave a fignifi- 
cant look to his officers, of whom one, more dar- 
ing than the reft, advanced towards the Queen. 
She tore herfelf from his hands, and called loudly 
for help, but no perfon came. At length, being 
alone and defencelefs, in the midft of armed 
men, this unhappy princefs, tranfported with 
rage, ran to a window, and would have pre- 
cipitated herfelf from it but flie was with- 
held. They endeavoured to carry her away, and 
fhe defended herfelf till her ftrength and recol- 
leftion failed. "WTien fee recovered herfelf and 
perceived no means of efcaping, flie yielded, and 
was allowed time for drcffing, after which file 
was conduced to the carriage which took her to 
the cafUe of Cronenburg, 

The 
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TW news of thfe revolutipn be^ng ^^aij 
dtooaui, file QMen Dowager, with her km Tt^^ttie 
Trcdency appeared in a iMJcony, and the nrmlH-^ 
tucfe affismbled before the caftle faluted thenrlKrifli 
cries of ^ Long live C^ccn Julia— Long l^e 
« Prince Frederic,** while a deadly fiBpnee rdgft^ 
ed over the reft of the city. At rtoon, %h€ Sing, 
in a gal^ habit, accompanied by Pi»incfe Fredcaric^ 
went in die fibre coach through the pi4ncipal 
ftree^ of Copenhagm. Some perfotis pi'eflared 
fo unhaimefe th^ horfes and draw the ca t r i ag y , 
but Prf«ce Frederic fignified that ^e King tfid 
not wWh it. 

During tfiis time C^^uecn Jtilia give atrtfience, 
and exprteffed " how much Ike was- hurt at being 
^« obliged to ufe mda&res fo violent and-l^qp«g•' 
« nant to her difpofitioh, but the welfare of the 
« kaigdoin, and the ftfety of the King's pfcrfbn^ 
** rendered them necefliay.*' At night the 
wiole city was illuminared ; on the SuirfayiW*. 
lowing thankg were returned to heaven fbt^fSst 
happy revolution which had &ved the ftntef aai4 
church, and, in the coui^ of the week, the the*-- 
tre refounded with the praifcs of thofc, vsik> Jl^ 
changed tJie form of government. • 

AB thofe wio had been empteyed^ wefe k- 
wardedl The Count de Rantzati wa?- made'a 
Enighf at the order of the Elephant,- *nd a ^©e- 
neral of Infantry ; Koller received the order of 
Danhebrog, and the rank of Lieutenant General, 

and 
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TifkA) ;wau^ bolides eanobled with the liame of Bait-^ 
mti whkh had beea ibrinerly borne by an ami- 
font famay, now extind. £ichil*ad<^, promoted, 
^X ^rft, to the rank of Lieutenant Gemv2l^ was, 
afterwards, made Governor to the Prince Royal, 
and each officer was advanced one ftep* 

The council of ftate was r^ftablifted, under 
^e;name of the fecret oouncil of the cabinet,and 
i;i{>p<4nted to receive the reports of all- the affairs 
.ot the kingdom- The old Count de Tott, the 
Baron de- Shack RsU;Iau, Count d'Often, Count 
Rantzsau, and ^nei^ Eichfiadt obtained feats at 
this board. 

Sir Robert Kwth, upon thisoccafion, conduced 
^IiinrfcJf with the greateft dignity and pnjdence; 
ai)d his conduA is iHil mentioned at Copenhagen 
l?dth all the praife it defcrvei Hisf declaration to 
jCpunt Ofler^i who was appointed to the manage., 
ment o( foreign affairs, was fliort but energetic. 
lie thre;atened all the v^xrneance of his court, if 
the flighted attempt ihoulcl'be made agsunft the 
perfon of Matilda, immediately difpatehed.a cou- 
rier to England j and avoided, is mucb as poflible, 
. appearing at court. 

Struenzee behaved in the weakeft manner from 

the fird moment of his imprifonment , to that in 

i which he expired under the moft cruel torments 

upon a feafibki. Brandt ^ on the contrary^ to his 

J lateft 
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kteft breath, preferved his prefence of minci, and 
exhibited an intrepidity of conduft, a portion of 
which would, perhaps, have fcved his friend and 
thfe unhappy vidims of hi^ ambition. 

Of thofe who were imprifoned, many were re- 
leafed, with the lofs of their employments, and an 
order to quit the capital* Madame Gohler was 
forbid to appear at court, and her hufband. Ge- 
neral Gohler, was broke and bani&ed to the 
Iflands of Zealand and Fionia", but with permif- 
fion to retain his penfion of orie^houfand crowns. 
Colonel Falkenfchiold, having been the intimate 
friend of Struenzee, was confined for life in thp ^ 
citadel of Munkholm, with an allowance of half .. 
a crown a day. * 

The brother of Struenzee was releafed, but 
was forbid ever to fpeak, or write, upon the fub- 
jecl of the revolution. The Vice Admiral Haa- 
fen. Lieutenant Colonel Heffelberg, Willebrandt, 
the counfellor of ftajje, and feveral others were ' 
banifhed, but were allowed to preferve forne 
fraall penfions. 

Such is the hiftory, and fuchwas the end of a 
man, who, born in obfcurity, raifed himfelf to the 
higheft degree of exaltation, and was from thence 
precipitated into an abyfs of mifery by his uhli* 
mited ambition, and by a conduft at once rafh 
and pufiUanimous. His fall involved the welfare 

of 
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of a young Queen, whofe virtues defervecl a bet- 
ter fate, together with that of her moft intimate 
friends*. ' 

I am,,5cG. &c. &c. 



* The information guen in the foregoing hif^ory is drau n partlj' frorr in- 
telligence colie<fled by the author upon the fpot, and paitiy from tlie papers 
of a perfon, who was included in the difgracc of Struenzse, and di^rd in iyZ2. 
His name was known in the «cpubl,ic of letteis, the German Rcvi^^ws hav- 
ing more than once taken notice of his produ£lions. - 

The work has evident marks bf partiality and pafCon, and, tLcrtfoic, only 
thofe fa(fts are mentioned h;jrc which the prefcnt author has icafon to thmk 
well dated. Its title is as follows : 

Authcntijcle und hojlcnerh nji^urd'jh anfarungm^ &c. i. e. — Authentic and re- 
markable Elucidations, relating to the Hiilory of the Counts Struenzce aud 
Brandt, contained in a ]VIan\*[brip^ conipofed by an illuflrions, but anony- 
mous Author, firft printed in Gei many in 1788. ' ■ 
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